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O ver a number of years Terence had developed a 
substantial Christian publishing operation in Cairo, with 
the aim of sharing the Good News through literature in 

the Middle East. But seeing that poor family watching TV on the 
streets made him realise the incredible potential of the medium 
to make the Gospel available to millions more than the written 
word could ever do, particularly when 50% of the region could 
not read or write. And so the embryonic idea of a Christian TV 
channel was formed.

Terence knew that for this idea to become a reality, many 
years of hard work lay ahead but he was fully committed to 
his literature publishing role. Shortly afterwards however, 
Terence was deported from Egypt because of his involvement in 
exposing human rights abuses, and found himself able to give 
the time required to the project! God turned a difficult situation 
into a blessing.

AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK?

In 1981 the Middle East was, as now, plagued by war and 
political turmoil. That same year Egypt’s President Sadat was 
assassinated by Islamist extremists; Lebanon was being torn 
apart by a civil war that drew in neighbouring countries; and 
75% of emigrants leaving Egypt were Christians, even though 
they made up only 10% of the country’s population. Ten years 
later Algeria descended into civil war, and the first Gulf War drew 
Western nations and neighbouring Arab countries into the arena 
to liberate Kuwait after invasion by Iraq. Although the need was 
apparent, this was not the ideal environment in which to launch 
a Christian TV enterprise. Many regional Church leaders, and 
Terence himself at times, thought the task impossible.

However, technology advanced rapidly in the 1980s, and the 
powerful influence of satellite TV was demonstrated during the 
Gulf War when everyone began watching CNN’s new service 
based in Qatar. 

Finally, in 1996, after many years of research, diplomacy 
and prayer, SAT‑7 had a board consisting of prominent Church 
leaders from the region and was ready to begin broadcasting.

2016 marks the 20th anniversary of SAT‑7’s launch. This 
special publication aims to show how God has worked, and 
continues to work, in and through the organisation to help make 
the Good News of Jesus known across the Middle East on a scale 
arguably not seen since the days of the Apostles. 

Spark of an Idea 
WHERE THE JOURNEY OF  
SAT‑7 TELEVISION BEGAN

Seeing a poor family living on the streets of Cairo, huddled 
beneath a tarpaulin as their only shelter, was a seminal moment 
for Dr Terence Ascott. This image of abject poverty on the streets 
of Egypt’s capital city was not uncommon in 1981, but what was 
striking about this particular scene was that, despite having few 
other possessions, the family were watching their own TV!

1991-5
Research and feasibility studies into 
possibility of Middle Eastern Christian 
Television.

1995
November SAT-7 legally incorporated.  
Twenty agencies join the partnership.

September Oslo II Accord is signed in 
Taba, Egypt; a key agreement in the Israel-
Palestine peace process. 

1996
January Head office in  
Cyprus opens. 

May First broadcast.  
Two hours a week of 
programming begins 
(analogue).

1997
July First production centre opens in 
Beirut, Lebanon.

October Broadcasts expand to 2½ hours 
per week on two satellites (analogue).

December Office opens in Cairo, Egypt.

EVENTS TIMELINE
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In the 
Beginning…
On 31 May 1996, in a corner of a small, rented TV 

studio in Lebanon, the SAT-7 film crew had just two 

cameras and two metres of space for the presenter,  

Rita El Mounayer, to walk back and forth. Without 

props, autocue, script or mixer it took five hours to  

film only ten minutes of the first programme!

I n the beginning, SAT-7 aired just two hours 
of Arabic-language programmes each week, 
including children’s Bible story programme, 

Bedtime Stories, and another about the 
foundational truths that unite Christians.

Looking back to those early, pioneering 
days of SAT-7, Dr. Terence Ascott, Founder and 
Chief Executive Officer, says, “When we first 
launched, we were hoping to have a full-time 
channel eventually. But in multiple languages: 
Arabic, Turkish, and Farsi? I thought if we ever 
managed that it would be amazing. I couldn’t 
really see how we would get there, but we had 
to try!” 

OBSTACLES OVERCOME
The all-consuming desire to have a Christian 
TV channel that shares the Gospel and supports 
the Middle Eastern Church took many years 

to become a reality. Terence explains “From 
1980 to 1989 there was a gradual technological 
evolution that began to reveal the potential, 
but when we shared the vision with people 
in the Arab world, we were faced with the 
common objections: Arab Christians would not 
risk showing their face on camera; it would be 
impossible to fund the station; governments 
wouldn’t permit it to make or broadcast 
programmes; and local church leaders did 
not want Christian television based on the 
American models they had seen.”

But one by one these objections and 
obstacles were overcome. SAT-7 is ‘owned’ by 
all denominations; it now broadcasts across 
25 countries; and has studios in three Middle 
Eastern cities. Amazingly too, Christians from 
the region are willing to be seen on screen. 

READY TO BE KNOWN AS BELIEVERS 
IN CHRIST
With much admiration, Terence remembers 
the bravery of the early presenters, especially 
in Egypt, who nervously appeared on screen 
unsure of how the government was going to 
react to SAT-7. This continues to be a challenge 
even today. “Perhaps the bravest people we’ve 
had on air in 20 years are the Algerian and 
Tunisian presenters,” he says. “In the last few 
years they have been willing to go on screen 
and publicly testify to their faith - even though 
they’re not from a Christian background.“

Ordinary Christians too, have been willing 
to appear on SAT-7, in full knowledge of 
the possible negative consequences. Terence 
explained, “One of the directors was in 
Algeria in 2013 and explained to a 
congregation that they were going to 
record a programme for SAT-7 and 
that if anyone didn’t want their face 
shown they should move to the 
back of the church. Nobody moved; 
they were ready to have their faces 
seen and to be known as believers in 
Christ.”

A PASSION TO SERVE
Like nearly everyone involved with SAT-7 at 
the time, television was completely new to Rita, 
who had previously worked at Feba Radio. “In 

radio … you read the script and that’s it. But 
in television you have to fix the light, the angle 
of the camera, and the producer says, 'No, you 
didn’t smile,'” she laughs! 

Rita recalls those pioneering days with 
affection, “I felt more and more of a passion to 
serve in this ministry. In Lebanon, we have 17 
or 18 different denominations, and here comes 
a ministry that is trying to unify Christians in 
a good cause: to help our society regardless of 
denomination, and also to reach out to people 
who are not Christians to show them God’s love.” 

DOING SOMETHING RADICAL
As a result of these simple broadcasts, letters 
started arriving from excited viewers in Egypt, 
Algeria, Jordan, Morocco, and other parts of the 
Arab world.

Viewers were stunned because SAT-7 was 
doing something radical in the Arab media 
world. Rita recalls that through SAT-7, “The 
Church, twenty years ago, had the opportunity 
to go out from behind its walls and share the 

faith.” 

WOULD-BE SUICIDE BOMBER
Then, as today, some TV channels 

in the Middle East with dangerous 
political agendas were seeking 
to indoctrinate children. Rita 
remembers being shocked and 
upset when a child on one such 

programme said he wanted to be a 
suicide bomber, and the host praised 

and encouraged him. “The difference 
at SAT-7 is the message”, she said, “It’s a 

message of love and forgiveness. The stories we 
were sharing were from the Bible.”

1998
April SAT-7 buys its first video 
camera!

September The Taliban kills eight 
Iranians in Afghanistan, Iran sends 
thousands of troops to Afghan 
border.

2000
April Daily broadcasts begin 
(analogue)

May Migration from analogue to 
digital broadcasts begins.  
Additional broadcasts on Eutelsat 
HotBird begin.

1999
April Broadcasts expand to 
four days per week (analogue).

November First telephone 
counselling centre opens to 
cope with viewer enquiries.

2001
February SAT-7 receives “Ministry of the 
Year” award at NRB (National Religious 
Broadcasters) convention.

September 9/11 terrorist attacks by 
al-Qaeda in US.

October US forces invade Afghanistan.

“As a bored 
13-year-old, I was 
flicking through 

the channels for a 
program to watch 

when I came 
across SAT-7 KIDS. 

I heard the 
presenter read 

something, but it 
did not make 
sense to me. I 

continued 
watching episodes 

of the program 
and I slowly 

began to 
understand. I said 
to myself, ‘I will 
try to pray like 
this presenter.’ I 

prayed to the Lord 
Jesus from the 
bottom of my 

heart, and I asked 
Him to show me 
the right way...”

Man from Morocco,  
viewer for fourteen years

CHILDREN IN IRAQ
WATCH SAT-7 KIDS

ONE
IN

THREE

4
DAYS  
PER WEEK
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GOD’S MIRACULOUS HAND 
SAT-7 has changed a great deal since those 
first programmes were recorded in a tiny 
space by people whose lack of experience was 
out-weighed by vision and passion. Today the 
organisation has five channels airing 24/7 to 
over 15 million viewers in the Arabic, Farsi and 
Turkish languages. Rita is now the Executive 
Director of all SAT-7 channels, but she prefers 
to be known to her viewers as the presenter of 
Bedtime Stories, which is still on air. She says, 
“I don’t want to lose the connection with the 
parents and the children because this is my 
ministry… It opens doors for me that I don’t 
want to close.”

Seeing how far SAT-7 has come, Terence 
acknowledges God’s miraculous hand in its 
development. “Now, after twenty years, we 
have people who know how to make a TV 
programme as well as any other Arab channel,” 
he says. “It’s really very exciting to see how God 
has raised up these people and provided for us 
year by year. Without doubt God has provided 
in a miraculous way with people, funding, 
security, and overcoming obstacles.”

However, as SAT-7 has grown, so have the 
spiritual, emotional and material needs in the 
Middle East and North Africa. Wars and the 
rise of religious extremism mean that SAT-7’s 
ministry of supporting the Church and sharing 
the Gospel is more vital than ever before.

Mordecai’s words to Esther echo down to 
us through the ages, “And who knows but that 
you have come to your royal position for such a 
time as this?” (Esther 4:14)

SAT‑7’s desire has always 
been to best serve the 
Middle Eastern Church, as is 
encapsulated in the ministry's 
Vision & Mission statements.  
SAT‑7’s ethos shows the 
distinctive way that SAT‑7 
delivers its Mission & Vision.

DISTINCTIVE 
& EFFECTIVEEthos
SAT‑7

SEEKING TO 
EDUCATE 

INFORM 
INSPIRE 

MOTIVATE  

Programmes that are 

CULTURALLY, POLITICALLY, 
& RELIGIOUSLY SENSISTIVE  

AVOIDING 
CRITICISM 
OF OTHER 

CHURCHES, 
OR OF ETHNIC 
OR RELIGIOUS 

GROUPS

SEEKING TO SHOW 
THE UNITY OF 
CHRISTIANITY, WITH 
ALL ITS DIVERSITY

Encouraging the 
defence of peace, 
human rights, 
justice, and social 
and economic 
development

Not selling airtime 
to other ministries

NOT 
SOLICITING 
FUNDS FOR 

ITSELF ON AIR

Not promoting 
any political party 

or ideology

2002 2004
April 24-7 digital broadcasting 
achieved.

June Beginning of the  
Shia insurgency in Yemen.

July Daily programme  
for Arab children begins.

2003
March Cairo studio re-opens  
after fire. 

March US Troops invade Iraq.

April SMS text messaging service 
for viewers begins.

2005
April First live programme celebrating  
10 years of SAT-7 is broadcast.

February–April The Cedar Revolution 
occurs in Lebanon, and Syrian troops 
withdraw from the country. 

July 7/7 bombings on London public 
transport system by al-Qaeda.

“...The following 
morning I was so 
happy, full of life 
and energy. It has 

been the same 
every day since. 
Whenever I feel 

down or in 
distress, I pray to 

Jesus and 
immediately feel 

His comfort. 
Thank you for 

striving to give us 
the best you can 
give. I will always 

be a faithful 
viewer of SAT-7: 
today, tomorrow 

and forever.”
Man from Morocco,  
viewer for 14 years

Below Rita on Bedtime 
Stories set.

January Studio opens in Cairo.

September Fire destroys new  
Cairo studio.

Iranian Christian Broadcasting 
launched (later to become SAT-7 
PARS) to support Farsi speaking 
Christians.

December Arabic language web 
site (www.sat7.com) launched.

24-7
DIGITAL 

BROADCASTING

THE VISION 
To see a growing Church 

in the Middle East and North 
Africa, confident in Christian 
faith and witness, serving the 
community and contributing 

to the good of society and 
culture.

THE MISSION 

To provide the churches and 
Christians of the Middle East 

and North Africa an opportunity 
to witness to Jesus Christ through 

inspirational, informative, 
and educational television 

services.

SAT-7 IS
TOTALLY 
RELIANT ON

VOLUNTARY  
DONATIONS
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Bringing Hope 
EXPLORING THE IMPACT OF SAT‑7
Since its formation, SAT-7’s mission has been to support the Church in the Middle East and 

North Africa (MENA) and give the region’s Christians a platform to witness to their faith in 

Jesus Christ. In a region plagued with violence, hatred and extremism, and where Christians 

are often persecuted, SAT-7 presents a Christ-centred worldview that advocates love, hope, 

forgiveness and peace. 

FORGIVING THE UNFORGIVABLE: 
MYRIAM’S STORY

O ver 20 years on air, SAT-7 has 
broadcast many real-life stories that 
embody its vision and values, but 

none have made as much of an impact as the 
testimony of Myriam. During the summer of 
2014, Myriam and her family were driven 
from their home in Qaraqosh, Iraq by so-
called Islamic State (IS) militants. Forced to 
live in a makeshift refugee camp in Erbil, 
this 10-year-old girl suddenly found herself 
homeless along with many other Christians 
from the region. 

That winter, SAT-7 presenter Essam Nagy 
(‘Mr Know’ from the popular SAT-7 KIDS 
programme, Why is That?) interviewed Myriam 
at the camp in Erbil. With childlike yet mature 
faith, she affirmed God’s love for all people – 
including the Islamic State militants. When 

Essam asked what her feelings were towards 
those who drove her out of her home, she 
replied, “I won’t do anything to them. I will 
only ask God to forgive them.” 

Essam was moved to tears by Myriam’s 
Christ-like example of love and forgiveness 
towards her enemies. Astonishingly, it was 
Myriam who comforted Essam, telling him, 
“Do not cry for us. You are giving us hope on 
screen. It is our turn to give you hope.”

BRINGING HOPE TO THE HOPELESS
Myriam’s quote sums it up – SAT-7 is about 
hope. When mapping out the vision of SAT-7, 
Dr Terence Ascott wanted to create a culturally-
sensitive Christian channel for the Middle 
East and North Africa that highlighted the 
unity of Christianity in all of its diversity. With 
the intention to motivate and inspire, SAT-7 
proclaims the Good News and hope of Jesus 
to a region that desperately needs to hear it. 
Myriam exemplifies this, and her extremely moving 
story has touched hearts around the world. 

The clip of her interview went “viral” online; 
translated into many different languages, it 
has attracted over 2.5 million views! SAT-7 has 
received thousands of messages from viewers 
about how they had been impacted by her 
remarkable testimony.

A NEW MESSAGE FROM MYRIAM
One year on, in November 2015, Essam 
returned to Erbil to catch up with Myriam. 
Essam surprised Myriam by turning up at her 
new school unannounced. She was delighted, 

saying, “This is the best surprise I ever had!” 
There was a surprise for Essam too. Sat 

next to Myriam in the classroom was her 
best friend Sandra, of whom she had spoken 
so affectionately during the first interview. 
The pair had become separated when their 
respective families fled Qaraqosh. Sandra’s 
family initially went to Lebanon, but could  
not afford the cost of living there, so returned 
to Iraq.  

Essam brought the girls back to the portable 
cabin that has become Myriam’s home for 
another surprise. Before going to their school, 
he had covered the doors and walls with 
cards that were sent to Myriam from 
viewers around the world. She was 
overwhelmed to see the impact her story 
has made – and continues to make. 

Asked if she has a message for world 
leaders in light of the crises besetting 
the Middle East, Myriam said, “I want to 
tell them to have love in their hearts and 
mercy for others. We are in pain. But they 
should have love and mercy in their hearts.”

Essam put questions to Myriam sent from 
children who had seen her first interview. Asked 
what advice she would give to people who 
are facing persecution, Myriam said, “Have a 
strong, unwavering faith. That’s the right thing 
to do. Don’t have a wavering faith. If you have 
an unwavering faith then you will stay close to 
God and will have enough love and strength to 
face the pain.” 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS
Myriam’s story embodies the ethos of SAT-7: 
promoting the peace, forgiveness and love 

found in the Gospel. Her story brings to mind 
the words of Jesus in Mark 10, where Our 

Lord embraces children. He praises them 
stating, “Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the Kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it.” (Mark 
10:15). The story of Myriam is about 

seeing the Kingdom of God through the 
eyes of a child: a place where the meek are 

blessed, the poor are rich and our enemies 
are forgiven. 

“I won’t  
do anything  

to them. I will  
only ask God to 
forgive them.”

Myriamis response to   
IS militants

Above Essam surprised 
Myriam by turning 
up at her new school 
unannounced.

Below SAT‑7 KIDS 
interviewed Myriam at 
a refugee camp in Erbil, 
Kurdistan.

2006 2007
September Farsi language 
website www.sat7pars.com 
launched

December SAT-7 KIDS 
begins broadcasting.

2008
A year of applying 
new programming  
and broadcast 
methods. 

January TURK-7 begins regular 
Turkish broadcasts on SAT-7 (later to 
become SAT-7 TÜRK).

12 July–14 Aug Fighting breaks 
out in Lebanon: the Lebanon War.

August First Live broadcasts made 
from Beirut begin, initiated during 
brief outbreak of war in Lebanon 
when recorded programmes could 
not be sent out of the country.

October The Islamic State of Iraq 
(ISI), which would later become 
known as ISIL or IS, is formed.

December Iran Christian 
Broadcasting becomes SAT-7 PARS.  
Independent research shows SAT-7 
audience as 5-6 million.

December Saddam Hussein 
executed in Iraq for crimes against 
humanity.

MYRIAM'S 
MESSAGE OF

H   PE
TRANSLATED INTO
13 LANGUAGES
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15
MILLION*
WATCH 
SAT-7

VIEWER 
RESPONSES9.5

MILLION*
WATCH 

SAT-7 KIDS

O ne of the greatest benefits of SAT-7 
TÜRK, according to the chair of the 
channel’s board, Tamar Karasu, who is 

also the executive secretary of the Bible Society 
of Turkey, is its correction of misinformation 
about Christian beliefs.

“Christianity has been taught to the people 
by non-Christians,” she said, “so there is a 
lot of misinformation about Christianity and 
Christian beliefs.

“At the Bible Society we have been 
working to change this, but we have limited 
resources and limited connections. However, 
TV can reach wider audiences to express our 
perspective, and this is a big opportunity for us 
to say to the people, ‘This is what we believe’.”

SAT-7 TÜRK celebrated its first anniversary  
as a satellite channel in January 2016 but its 
origins go back more than a decade, during 
which time the seeds for a 24/7 Christian TV 
channel were sown. SAT-7 TÜRK developed out 
of a partnership with TURK-7, a ministry that 
brought together 22 Turkish and international 
churches and Christian agencies in October 2003. 

SAT-7’s ARABIC channel started broadcasting 
TV programmes made by TURK-7 from 
January 2006. The twice-weekly two-hour 
shows were the first-ever Turkish Christian 
television broadcasts. As such, they attracted 
widespread media attention in Turkey; reports 
in both the press and on the main national TV 
channels were mostly critical and sensationalist, 
highlighting the need for a positive presentation 
of the Christian message. 

Undeterred by the negative publicity, the 
TURK-7 team started to increase programme 
production. During 2007 and 2008, SAT-7’s 
new Farsi channel, SAT-7 PARS, 
provided a four hour daily 
slot for the Turkish shows. 
The media ministry was 
growing with the goal of 
a permanent presence on 
air, and this led to the 
development of six Internet 
“mini-channels” in 2010. 

Following a number of 
major obstacles and setbacks, 
SAT-7 TÜRK was finally granted 
a licence and a frequency to 

broadcast on the Turkish national satellite, 
Türksat, in 2014. It became the first – and 
remains the only – Christian channel on the 
satellite, which has an audience of 50 million 
viewers.

The challenge of changing perceptions 
about Christianity in Turkey remains great, but 
the granting of permission by the authorities 
for SAT-7 TÜRK and its positive reception 
by viewers indicate a significant softening in 
attitudes. 

“We’ve seen what we believe to be many 
miracles of God,” says SAT-7 TÜRK staff 
manager Ayshe Frame. “We strongly believe 
God’s hand is here and He would love to do 
things in this country. Surely God will complete 
the work He started.”

Reaching new audiences 
VIEWER RESPONSES IN TURKEY  
OVERWHELMINGLY POSITIVE
SAT-7 TÜRK launched at the beginning of 2015, becoming the fifth satellite channel in the 

expanding SAT-7 network. The response from viewers during its first year on air has been 

overwhelmingly positive, which is remarkable given the antipathy towards Christianity  

within the country. 

“I am a Turk, 
and I am a 

Christian. I live in 
this land, and I love 

my country.”
A SAT‑7 TÜRK Viewer

TURKEY: A COMPLEX  
GATEWAY BETWEEN  

TWO WORLDS
The country of Turkey sits at one of the 
most critical junctures in the world as the 
geographical – and political – threshold 
between the secular Western world and 
the tumultuous war zones of the Middle 
East. In light of the influx of refugees 
fleeing these war‑torn countries as well 
as terrorist attacks in Ankara and on the 
border, many Turks feel anxious and 
insecure about their safety and cultural 
identity. 

Turkey has a population of roughly 77 
million people, of which less than 1% 
self‑identify as Christian. For many, the 
Turkish national identity is closely tied to 
Islam; consequently, the tiny Christian 
community has traditionally been 
marginalised and maligned. The increase 
in violence from radical religious groups 
over recent months makes Christians in 
Turkey particularly vulnerable. A number 
have received threats in the form of emails 
and a hate video published online. 

Below Undeterred by 
the negative publicity, 
the TURK‑7 team started 
to increase programme 
production.

Right Tamar Karasu, 
Executive Director of the 
Bible Society of Turkey.

“We’ve seen what 
we believe to  

be many miracles  
of God.”

SAT‑7 TÜRK staff  
manager Ayshe Frame

2009
June Iranian “Green Revolution” 
erupts. SAT-7 PARS responds with 
special prayer programmes. 

October SAT-7 ARABIC begins 
broadcasting on popular NileSat to 
reach millions of new viewers!

Arab Spring 

January Year of special live 
programmes broadcast in  
response to the “Arab Spring”.

March Protests break out in Syria, 
leading to civil war.  

November Live 12-hour broadcast 
from the Cave Church, Cairo, when 
70,000 gather for a night of prayer.

December 100-fold increase in 
YouTube views (Arabic programmes) 
to two million annual downloads.

20112010
January TURK-7 becomes SAT-7 TÜRK 

October 58 killed and 78 injured in 
ISIL attack on Our Lady of Salvation 
Church, Baghdad, Iraq.

December Viewer responses to Arabic 
channels double to 100,000.

*Independent research
DOUBLE!

FROM
IRAN
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W ithout proper educational training, 
employment opportunities will be 
minimal for these children, leaving 

this generation vulnerable to the recruitment 
tactics of religious extremists whose movements 
will provide work, purpose and direction for 
these disaffected youth. 

MY SCHOOL: EDUCATING  
ACROSS BORDERS
On the back of 20 years ministering to the 
children of the MENA – and their parents – 
SAT-7 recognised that it had a unique platform 
to help bring education to those who cannot go 
to school. Over that time, SAT-7 has built up 
trust and established relationships with families, 
who see it as a “safe place” for their children. 
Now, SAT-7 is providing the hope that education 
offers through an “on-air school” for children 
who cannot go to a physical classroom. Satellite 

Responding 
to new 
challenges
THE REFUGEE  
EDUCATION CRISIS

Following the alarming advance of Islamic State (IS), 

the children and youth of the Middle East and North 

Africa (MENA) are facing an unprecedented crisis.  

Over 13 million children (40% of school-age children 

from Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, and Sudan)  

in the region cannot go to school because of conflict. 

Many are trapped in war zones, where their schools 

and homes have been destroyed. Others have been 

forced to uproot their lives, driven out of their homes 

by relentless fighting.

“What am I  
doing here?  

I feel sorry for 
myself. Before  
I sleep at night  
I imagine I’m in 

school studying in 
class, then my 

parents pick me 
up and we go 
home and live  

in peace…  
I wish I could  

go back.” 
Karema – A child living in a 

Lebanon Refugee Camp

TV is able to reach into refugee communities, 
like the one pictured, educating an unlimited 
number of children in a way that overburdened 
states and aid agencies cannot.

Initially aimed at children aged five-to-seven, 
My School (or “Madrasati” in Arabic) broadcasts 
90 minute episodes five days a week that 
provide engaging, interactive lessons in 
Arabic, English, maths and science based on 
the Syrian and Lebanese curriculums. Each 
episode is hosted by three fully-qualified Syrian 
teachers, who conduct lessons in an attractive 

and brightly coloured classroom setting using 
fun songs and animation to engage with their 
viewers. 

My School is fostering an audience by engaging 
with viewers directly. For example, children can 
apply for a My School Membership Card, creating 
a sense of belonging to the programme. So far, 
125 Membership Cards have been sent out, 
along with workbooks that help children learn 
to read and write in both Arabic and English. 

The young viewers are also given exercises to 
work on and send in to win prizes. 

Above right SAT‑7's My 
School brings education to 
refugee children through TV.

Left SAT‑7’s Rita El 
Mounayer visiting refugees.

2012
January First live programme from 
Erbil, Iraq, since Baghdad church 
massacre (2010).

 

July SAT-7 KIDS’ new website wins 
gold prize at Pan Arab Web Awards.

September SAT-7 ARABIC 
broadcasts massive Christian festivals 
(10,000+ attendees) from the desert 
in Egypt. 

October SAT-7 TÜRK starts a 24/7 
web channel.

March SAT-7 PARS London studio 
opens and begins broadcasting five 
live shows per week.

April SAT-7 International Council 
member Mar Gregorios Ibrahim 
is kidnapped in Syria by Islamic 
extremists. He is still missing.

August SAT-7 documentary 
producer wins human rights 
journalism award.

August 100 Egyptian churches and 
Christian institutions burnt by the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

SAT-7 programme Bridges broadcasts 
church leaders urging non-violent 
response, making a great impact.

2013

Give
Support My School by  

filling out the attached 
response form

Pray
Pray that God will use 

the desperate situation in 
the Middle East for the 
spreading of His word  

to millions.

July Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) announces 
return to strongholds in Iraq.
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 YEARS EVENTS TIMELINE 1996‑2016

@

January SAT-7 TÜRK begins 
broadcasting on Türksat satellite 
- the first Christian channel to be 
given permission to do so, with the 
potential to reach 50 million Turks.

February Myriam’s message of 
forgiveness to Islamic State goes 
viral.

February IS executes 21 Egyptian 
Coptic Christians in Libya. The 
brother of two victims forgives their 
killers live on SAT-7.

July Nuclear  deal reached 
between Iran, US and other world 
powers

October Egyptian censorship 
police confiscate equipment 
from Cairo studio, which severely 
restricts programme production.

November IS terrorist attacks kill 
129 in Paris.

T hese figures provide a snapshot of the 
scale of the spiritual thirst in Iran, 
which, according to Operation 

World, has the fastest-growing evangelical 
population in the world. Because the 
Church is mostly “underground”, it is 
difficult to know the exact number of 
believers; conservative sources cite between 

a house church is dangerous; the authorities 
regularly raid gatherings and arrest those 
present. Secret government agents even pose 
as house church members and invite others to 
attend, essentially creating a trap. 

SAT-7 PARS’ Audience and Public Relations 
(APR) Manager Parsa said: “They want to make 
it so scary for people to go to a house church. 
I heard a report that a woman was asked to 
come for baptism, and they raped her. It’s 
unbelievable.”

BRINGING CHURCH TO THE ISOLATED
Many believers are thus too afraid to go to a 
house church, leaving them isolated in their 
faith. But SAT-7 PARS is filling this void, 
providing Christian teaching, encouragement 
and fellowship 24/7. On air since 2002, the 
channel’s viewership has grown to a known 
audience of over 1.5 million. Many viewers tell 
us that the channel is their church and their 
pastor. Using contacts on the ground, SAT-7 
PARS is able to provide viewers with Bibles, 
either in electronic or hard-copy format, often 
within one week of the request being made. 

Although it is illegal in Iran to have a 
satellite dish and the government launches 
regular crackdowns, people just replace their 
seized dishes and carry on watching. Satellite 
TV is precious to people in Iran – and in other 
oppressive countries – because it is one of 
the very few ways of accessing uncensored 
information. 

SAT-7 doesn’t just beam out programmes 
into the ether, it provides follow-up support 
for isolated viewers. Parsa said: “It’s very 
important for us to follow up with people 
because they trust us. When they give their 
heart to Jesus, they have no other contact; 
they can’t trust anyone.” 

AVOIDING GOVERNMENT SPIES
SAT-7 PARS has to be extremely careful because 
the eyes and ears of the Iranian authorities are 
almost everywhere. 

Parsa said: “The government listens to 
calls randomly. There are some key words; if 
you say ‘Jesus’, they will tune into the call to 
find out what you’re talking about. Sometimes 
after people call us, they receive another call 

300,000 and 450,000, others suggest  
700,000-1,000,000. 

The harsh Islamic regime in Iran uses 
a mixture of force and intimidation in its 
brutal – yet clearly unsuccessful – efforts 
to suppress Christianity in the country. All 

public Farsi-speaking churches have been 
shut down, resulting in a rapidly-growing 

house church network. But even attending 

from a secret agent inside Iran, who says, ‘Why 
did you call a Christian channel? If you call one 
more time, you’re in big trouble.’ So when we 
call the viewer back, they say, ‘Don’t call me 
again’. We hear this many times.”

Sometimes people buy a ‘pay as you go’ sim 
card, use it to call SAT-7 PARS and then destroy 
it, so they can’t be traced by the authorities. 

SECURE COMMUNICATION
The audience relations team is always looking 
for new, secure methods of communication so 
that viewers can get in touch without fear and 
feel able to speak freely. 

Since September 2015, the PARS team has 
been using a messaging app called Telegram. 
Unlike phone calls, emails and Facebook, it is 
not traceable by the authorities. SAT-7 PARS 
is making the most of it, posting the Bible, 
Christian books, video clips and other resources 
for people to read and watch. 

The biggest challenge facing the SAT-7 PARS 
audience relations team now is how to cope 
with the demand from viewers. A team of just 
10 people is responding to over 15,000 contacts 
every week. Building the Church

STRENGTHENING THE FASTEST‑GROWING 
CHURCH IN THE WORLD
Every day, two or three people from Iran are telling SAT-7 that they have given their heart to 

Christ after watching a programme on our Farsi-language channel, SAT-7 PARS. Every month, 

60 people from Iran are asking us to send them a Bible. Every day, the channel’s audience 

relations team is inundated with an overwhelming 2,000 messages from people asking 

questions, requesting prayer, sharing their testimony and seeking Christian resources via 

messaging app Telegram.

“I became a 
viewer at the time 

when the 
government was 
starting to close 

down the churches 
and monitor 

people. Many of 
our friends were 

arrested, so 
watching SAT-7 
was very helpful 
and heartening 

for me. If it wasn’t 
for your channel, 

many things 
would have faded 

in me.”
SAT‑7 PARS viewer

Right SAT‑7 PARS receives 
15,000 viewer responses 
every week.

June ISIL proclaims itself “Islamic 
State” (IS). 
IS takes control of Mosul in Iraq 
causing thousands of Christians and 
Yezidis to flee to Kurdistan.

November New SAT-7 Lebanon 
studios officially opened. Studio 
and land were donated to SAT-7.

SAT-7 YouTube downloads increase 
to 9.6M.

Outside broadcasts produced in 
Kurdistan with Iraqi Christians who 
fled from IS.

20152014

60
BIBLE 
REQUESTS
PER MONTH
FROM IRAN

Pray
Please pray for the SAT-7 PARS 
team as they seek to support 

seekers and believers in Iran and 
other Farsi-speaking countries, 

including Afghanistan  
and Tajikistan.

Give
If you would like to support the 
ministry of SAT-7 PARS’ audience 

relations team, please send 
your gift with the attached 

response form.

VIEWER 
RESPONSES

500
PER DAY!
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A TROUBLED 
REGION

“DARING” SOLUTION NEEDED TO 
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICTS

T here seems to be no end in sight to the 
fighting that is destroying Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and Libya. Seventy million people 

are directly affected by the conflicts; half of 
all Syrians have had to leave their homes; 3.5 
million people are displaced in Iraq, including 
most of the dwindling Christian community. It 
is the worst refugee crisis since World War Two. 

As world leaders step up efforts to resolve 
the conflicts in light of terrorist attacks by 
Islamic State militants, SAT-7 founder and 
CEO Dr Terence Ascott calls for a “daring and 
creative solution”:

“My experience looking back at conflicts 
across the world, and the Middle East in 
particular, is that people get exhausted by war 
and they eventually have to find a solution 
to bring peace and end the hostilities at any 
cost – even if nothing changes. We saw that in 
Lebanon and Algeria; nobody won, everyone 
lost, lots of people were dead, and everyone was 
just tired of it.”

COLLAPSING BORDERS
Much of the troubles in the MENA today are 
rooted in long-held sectarian tensions that can 
be traced back to the Sykes-Picot Agreement, 
a plan by the British and the French in 1916, 
which drew the modern borders of the post-
Ottoman Middle East. Those borders are 
collapsing with the advance of Islamic State, 
which is fighting to re-establish the region of 
the Islamic Caliphates of the seventh and eighth 
centuries, while Kurdish militias are also trying 
to carve out an area of territory for their people. 

Terence said: “You can’t put Syria and Iraq 
back together again. It’s a huge mess, but there 
have to be some daring moves politically. There 
are people who say that we can’t change the 
maps that were drawn up 100 years ago, but 
that is going to hold us back from a creative 
solution.”

The grievances of Sunnis, Shias and Kurds 
over territory and autonomy need to be 
addressed in order for peace to be established 
in the MENA. It may be necessary to create 
separate areas for different religious and ethnic 
groups; some have even suggested a Christian 
“homeland”. 

Terence said: “Of course we want people 
from different backgrounds to be able to 
live side-by-side peaceably, and at SAT-7 we 
promote the importance of acceptance and co-
existence. But we have to recognise the reality 
of the present situation and make some bold 
moves to end the bloodshed.” 

DEFEATING ISLAMIC STATE
Whatever the long-term solution to the  
conflicts in the MENA, dealing with Islamic 
State is paramount. Terence believes that the 
group can be defeated if there is the political 
will from all the major players, including 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Turkey. It is 

SAT-7 more vital  
than ever
SAT-7’s founder Dr Terence Ascott shares his thoughts about what the future Middle East and 

North Africa (MENA) – and its Church – might look like, and how SAT-7 is preparing to make 

the Gospel accessible to the next generation. 

GROWING 
“CONVERT” 
CHURCH

SIGNS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

A s Christians are forced to flee and 
church buildings are destroyed, many 
are sounding the death knell for 

Christianity in the Middle East, but there are 
signs of new spiritual life in a growing “convert” 
Church. 

Commentators and Church leaders are 
understandably concerned about the future of 
Christianity in the region, particularly in Iraq 
and Syria, where the percentage of Christians 
has fallen dramatically because of war and 
persecution. But Terence says:

“I think there will be a remnant left in Iraq 
and Syria. And there are signs of a growing 
convert Church, especially in Shia areas. As we 
have been seeing in Iran also, there is a greater 
openness among Shia people.

“It’s a convert Church that will replace 
and back-fill the departure of those from a 
traditional Christian background.”

QUESTIONING INHERITED BELIEFS
The violence being carried out in the name of 
Islam in the MENA is causing people in the 
region to question their inherited religious 
beliefs. In a 2011 survey carried out in Iraq – 
where officially the population is 97% Muslim – 
a surprising 32% of those questioned expressed 
doubt about the existence of God. Terence said, 
“Think how many more that could be now, 
given all that has happened since then.”

While some are rejecting religion altogether, 
others are searching for a God who makes 
sense. The convert Church of which Terence 
speaks is exploding in some parts of the MENA, 
chiefly Iran and Algeria. “These fast-growing 

areas are in places where political Islam and 
religious extremism have really turned 

people off religion that is imposed on 
them,” Terence says, “It has caused 
people to start thinking anew, and 
also for the wider public to be more 
accepting of a convert Church.”

Saudi Arabia is another place where an 
oppressive regime is forcing its particular 

brand of Islam on the population, and there 
are signs of a backlash against this. SAT-7 is 

“I have been 
watching SAT-7 
for a long time, 

and I often watch  
SAT-7 KIDS with 

my nephews.  
I encourage them 
to listen to what 
you say about 
Christ, even 

though they have 
been taught 
completely 

different ideas. 
This has got me 
into trouble with 
some of my family 
members, because 
they are from a 
non-Christian 
background.”

Man from Saudi Arabia, 
viewer for many years

“SAT‑7 is enabling the 
Church to be salt and 

light in society, to be a 
prophetic voice and 

show a different way..."
Dr Terence Ascott

crucial, he says, to cut off Islamic State’s 
funding, which is believed to come from 
wealthy backers in the Gulf, as well 
as black market oil exports. Terence 
said: “There are eight million people 
in Islamic State-controlled territory. It 
requires a lot of money to provide public 
services for all those people and maintain 
an army. If its funding were cut off, the group 
would implode and lose its credibility.”

IRAN
FASTEST GROWING 
EVANGELICAL
POPULATION
IN THE WORLD*

* OperationWorld

Image: FreedomHouse
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receiving an increasing number of calls from 
people in Saudi Arabia, and the quality of their 
questions and comments reveal a genuine and 
new respect for Christ and Christians. 

In the midst of violent extremism, the 
response of Christians to persecution has been 
a powerful witness. In Egypt, when the Muslim 
Brotherhood attacked churches in retaliation 
for the military’s ousting of President Morsi in 
2013, the Christians responded with love and 
grace, writing on their burnt-out buildings,  
“We forgive you”. Terence said, “The response 
of the Christians was quite shocking; it was 
noticed by all Muslims in Egypt and had a 
profound impact.” 

NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES

MAKING THE GOSPEL ACCESSIBLE  
TO THE NEXT GENERATION

V iewers in the Middle East and 
North Africa are advancing both 
technologically and theologically, and 

as SAT-7 looks ahead to the next 20 years, we 
are planning how we can make the Gospel 
accessible and relevant to the next generation – 
the main hope for bringing positive change in 
the region. 

When SAT-7 started broadcasting in 1996, 
satellite TV was cutting edge technology. But 
since then, the rise of the Internet, social media 
and wide availability of a multitude of hand-
held devices is changing the way people access 
information. 

Because the Internet is still heavily censored 
in parts of the region, and accessibility remains 
low in places, satellite TV is still dominant but 
that may not be the case in five, ten years’ time, 
and SAT-7 needs to adapt to change and new 
opportunities.

CHANGING WITH THE TIMES
Throughout the last 20 years, SAT-7 has 
developed with the times, moving from analogue 
to digital broadcasts, and taking advantage of 
the explosion of social media. Despite Internet 
restrictions, SAT-7’s impact online is growing 
rapidly. Every month, there are 1.7 million 
downloads of SAT-7's YouTube videos and even 
more are being reached via Facebook.

As people increasingly look for “on 
demand” content, proactively searching out the 
information they want, Terence said: “We’re 
looking at how we can be more deliberate and 
offer different viewers something that is relevant 
to them, meets their needs and will also move 
them towards a closer relationship with God.”

Over SAT-7’s 20 years on air, viewers have 
grown in their understanding of Christianity, so 
the content needs to develop to help people go 
deeper.   

Terence said: “People no longer call a show 
to ask the basic questions about who Christ is. 
They now understand this much better. 

“When we first started 20 years ago, it was 
a shock for people to see that Christian Arabs 
existed. The first phone call from a viewer that 
we took, on the first day of broadcasting in 
1996 was, ‘I saw a lady speaking Arabic and 

wearing a cross around her neck. What is this? 
Who is this?’ 

“That shows you where we were then, but 
today there is a much higher level of awareness 
of who Arab Christians are, what they believe 
and what they practise.”

SAT-7’s mission of providing a Christian 
witness and supporting the Church in the 
MENA remains, but, says Terence, “a lot of 
our programming now is about supporting 
new believers, helping them to mature 
through in-depth teaching programmes.”

PROMOTING PEACE,  
BUILDING BRIDGES
In the context of growing sectarian hatred, 
violence and persecution in the MENA, 
SAT-7’s role as a peace-maker and bridge-
builder has become all the more important. 
Despite the Arab Spring uprisings, 
which resulted in the introduction of 
free elections in a number of countries, 
the region is still lacking the fundamental 
building blocks of democracy, such as an 
independent judiciary and free press, not to 
mention the values of true democracy that 
result in people being treated equally. 
SAT-7’s programmes encourage acceptance 
of the other and the need for co-existence. 
Terence said: “If society is not pluralistic 
and inclusive, there will not be space for 
ethnic or religious minorities, not even 
the traditional Church, let alone the convert 
Church, which can be especially problematic in 

“It is a fantastic 
time for us to be 

reaching into 
millions of homes 
that are totally 
inaccessible to 
other forms of 
witness, with a 
Gospel of love, 

peace, hope and 
reconciliation.” 

Dr Terence Ascott,  
founder of SAT‑7

 

Above  Worship in Algeria. 
There are signs of new 
spiritual life in a growing 
“convert” Church.

Give
To make a one‑off donation 
or set up regular gift visit 
www.sat7uk.org/donate

Pray & Learn
To subscribe to our  

monthly prayer email and  
regular magazine visit  

www.sat7uk.org/subscribe

Get involved
For volunteer opportunities, 

ways of promoting SAT‑7  
in your church, or to  

work for us visit  
www.sat7uk.org/ 

get_involved

an Islamic society. 
“SAT-7 is enabling the Church to be salt and 

light in society, to be a prophetic voice and 
show a different way; no longer ‘an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth’ but demonstrating the 
importance of forgiveness.”

HELP BROADCAST GOOD NEWS
The turmoil in the MENA and the 

deep questions this is causing people to 
ask make SAT-7’s role today even more 
important than it was 20 years ago.

“The Middle East has been a very 
difficult place to witness since the Roman 

era. The current conflicts have only made it 
more difficult and have mostly suppressed or 

displaced normal forms of Christian worship 
and witness,” Terence says, “What is left is 
satellite TV and the Internet. 

“This is a prime time for us as a 
ministry and it comes at a time when 
political Islam has been discredited and 

people are looking for answers for man’s 
inhumanity to man, and particularly Muslims’ 

inhumanity to Muslims. It is a fantastic time for 
us to be reaching into millions of homes that 

are totally inaccessible to other forms of 
witness, with a Gospel of love, peace, hope 
and reconciliation.”

Will you help make the Good News 
of Jesus known across the Middle East 

on a scale arguably not seen since the 
days of the Apostles?

Yes, 
I want to help SAT‑7 

broadcast God’s love...

Name  

Address   
 

Postcode  
Telephone     

Email  

Enclosed is my gift of

£ 
(cheques made payable to SAT‑7 Trust)

I have made a payment of

£ 
directly into SAT‑7’s bank account 
(no. 20202794 sort code 60‑83‑01)

Credit card donations can be made by phone  
on 01249 765865
or online at www.sat7uk.org/donate

I wish to set up a standing order or change my 
regular giving to ensure SAT‑7’s ministry continues

Direct debits can be set up online at  
www.sat7uk.org/donate

  I would like to set up a new standing order of   

  change my existing standing order to  

 £20       £50       £100     

my preferred gift of £  

Monthly       Annually        
starting on  
Bank details

To the manager   

Bank   

Address   

 

Postcode  

Account Number                  

Sort Code   –    –    

Signature      

Date  
Please pay SAT-7 Trust, Unity Trust Bank 60-83-01) for the credit of 
account number 20164706, the amount stated above until further 
notice, quoting Ref No.   (to be completed 
by SAT‑7 Trust).

SAT-7 IS
TOTALLY 
RELIANT ON

VOLUNTARY  
DONATIONS

SAT-7 IS

FREE
TO VIEW

SAT-7 COSTS

PER VIEWER
PER YEAR

£1

1918



SAT-7 Trust (UK), PO Box 3941  
Chippenham, SN15 9HQ 

Email: respond@sat7uk.org

Phone: +44 (0)1249 765865

www.sat7uk.org
Charity Registration No. 1060612

CHRISTIAN SATELLITE TV BY & FOR THE PEOPLE  
OF THE MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

SAT‑7 UK SAT‑7 UK Wazala_SAT7

For information on how to support SAT-7, visit:  
www.sat7uk.org

Gift Aid Declaration

Gift Aid it and increase  
the value of your gift.  
If you are a UK taxpayer SAT‑7 can reclaim  
at least 25% in every £1 you give.

  I want to Gift Aid my donation to SAT‑7 Trust Ltd. I 
am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less 
income tax and/or Capital Gains tax in a tax year than 
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my charitable 
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay 
any difference.

  I am not a taxpayer

Become a Kingdom Grower!
SAT-7 is looking for Kingdom Growers - people who 
will join hands with us by committing to giving on a  
regular basis, by standing order or direct debit. This 
commitment means that each month a consistent level 
of income is received and this enables us to manage 
our budget so much more effectively. It means we 
are able to meet the on-going, recurring costs of the 
ministry.

All our regular givers are Kingdom Growers, who 
receive regular updates on our work as well as special 
invitations to events.

If you are able, please fill out the form overleaf and 
become a Kingdom Grower today! 

Alternative gifts
You can also support SAT-7’s work by making a 
donation as an “alternative gift” for a friend or  
loved one. 

Please visit www.sat7uk.org/alternativegifts  
for more information, or to request a catalogue.

The information given will be used by us to keep you informed of 
the ways that SAT-7 is working to support the Church in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Should you not wish us to do so please phone 
us on 01249 765865 or email respond@sat7uk.org. 

We never sell the details of our supporters but occasionally we may 
wish to introduce you to the work of other Christian agencies worthy 
of your support and prayers. If you would rather not receive such 
information please tick this box 

Please detach this form and send it to:
SAT‑7 Trust
PO Box 3941 
Chippenham, SN15 9HQ

Thank you!

COME INTO MY HOUSE
 “I started to learn about Jesus when I was only twelve,” 
said Salah, a viewer from Morocco. “Strangely enough, 
I used to pray in my own way to God without even 
knowing about Christianity, putting my hands together 
and using my own words. One day during my prayers 
Jesus appeared to me, but I did not know it was Jesus. 
He said, ‘Come into my house.’ I asked, ‘Where is your 
house?’ He answered, ‘The Church.’

“After some time we bought a satellite dish, and as I 
zapped through the channels, my eye was caught by 
the “First Arabic Channel for Christians in the Middle 
East and North Africa”… It was SAT‑7. 'This channel is 
for me,' I said to myself. The programme was the kids’ 
show Sanabel with Rita and Sanboul. There was a quiz 
question about the founder of the Scout movement, 
and I knew the answer. But then my mother walked in 
and saw me watching the programme. She turned the 
TV off and forbade me from watching TV on my own. 
But anyway, I wrote to Sanabel without anyone knowing.

“One afternoon, I came back from school and no one 
was at home. I turned the TV on, but after a short while 
my mother came in and started screaming at me. But 
at that moment, Rita was announcing the names of 
the winners, and she clearly said my name. We were 
startled… After that my mother did not stop me from 
watching TV again.

“I received a package from SAT‑7, and we opened it 
and found a T‑shirt and a copy of the Gospel of John. 
My mother gave me the T‑shirt and hid the Gospel. 
I kept searching until I found it and began to read it 
eagerly. The first words I read were, ‘In the beginning 
was the Word and the Word was with God…’ Suddenly 
everything was clear to me… It needed no more 
explanation… He who appeared to me at prayer when  
I was younger is Jesus Christ, and He is the Way.”

7
TIME ZONES

25
COUNTRIES

3
MAIN LANGUAGES

15
MILLION VIEWERS


