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EQUIPPING LITTLE MUSICIANS
SAT-7 PARS children’s
series Little Musician is
teaching young Persianspeakers how to worship
God through playing a
musical instrument.
Since worship leaders are scarce in the Persian Church,
the show hopes to equip and inspire its young viewers
for the future, so that they can lead Persian-speaking
believers in worship in Iran and beyond.
Little Musician familiarises young Persian-speakers with
songs for worship, especially viewers who are not familiar
with how Christians worship God through music.
“A few years ago, we had the idea for a series to teach
children worship songs,” explains the show’s director,
Nader Taghizadeh, recalling how the idea for the series
arose. “This developed into actually teaching them how
to play musical instruments so they can worship.”
The first series focused on the guitar, and was presented
by Darya, an Iranian-born worship leader and guitarist.
Over the course of the series, she introduced the guitar
and taught a few easy guitar chords, so the children
could start playing simple worship songs straight away.

Sunday 1 September
Praise God for the
programme Little Musician
and the way it is teaching
children to worship Him.
Monday 2 September
Pray for any children or
teachers you know who are
heading back to school this
week, that they will have a
fruitful year of learning.
Tuesday 3 September
Pray that young viewers of
Little Musician will be inspired
to take up an instrument,
and that they will discover a
passion for worshipping God
through music.
Wednesday 4 September
Ask that God will provide
more gifted worship leaders
and songwriters for the
Persian Church.

The second series is based on the same principle, but
focuses instead on the piano. It is presented by Gilbert
Hovsepian, a well-loved Persian Christian songwriter
and pianist with over 35 albums to his name.

Thursday 5 September
Thank God for SAT-7 PARS
children’s programming. Pray
it will have a great impact
among a young generation of
Iranian believers.

The musical education provided by Little Musicians
isn’t just limited to a television programme. “We have
introduced online apps that can be accessed via a PC
or tablet,” Nader explains. “These include additional
resources, like chord diagrams, to give kids the tools to
advance their learning.”

Friday 6 September
Pray for Gilbert Hovsepian,
the show’s presenter, and
thank God that he is using his
musical talents to serve the
Lord in this way.

Whether the programme is accessed via TV or online,
the hope is that Persian-speaking children will discover
a passion for music that will last their entire lives.

Sat-Sun 7-8 September
Pray that the “little musicians”
who watch the show will grow
into mature believers, worship
leaders and songwriters.

“These little musicians will grow into future worship
leaders and songwriters,” Taghizadeh says. “Igniting the
love of worship is a great investment for the future.” ■

PRAY

TEACHING THE LIVING WORD
OF GOD

Monday 9 September
Thank God for the programme
Words for Life, and the vital
need it is meeting for the
Christians of the MENA.
Tuesday 10 September
“For the word of God is alive
and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.”
(Hebrews 4:12)
Thank God for the power of
His word to change and shape
our lives.
Wednesday 11 September
Thank God for Pastor
Malek and his journey of
transformation. Pray that God
will continue to fill him with
wisdom as he teaches others.
Thursday 12 September
Pray that viewers will learn
deep biblical truths through
the show, and that it will give
them the boldness to speak
to others about their faith with
confidence.
Friday 13 September
Pray that MENA Christians
will be able to find safe access
to the Bible in their own
language.
Sat-Sun 14-15 September
This weekend is the Richmond
Runfest, during which a team
of runners will be running a
10K race for SAT-7. Pray for
strength and endurance for
them as they run, and that the
event will raise lots of funds.

Once a rebellious teenager and now a teacher of
God’s Word, Pastor Adel Malek helps empower
viewers to face everyday challenges through
the programme Words for Life. He shares the
importance of helping viewers seek the truth in
the Bible.
“Interpreting and understanding the Word is very
important, because the Bible tells us about God and
what His will is for us,” says Pastor Malek, who presents
the show. “God doesn’t just want our prayers. He
created us to be His hands and feet on the earth, and
fulfil His will through our works and service.”
THE WORD GIVES LIFE
Pastor Malek chose the name Words for Life for the
programme to highlight the importance of God’s Word
in our lives. “The Word of God is so powerful,” he says.
“It gives life and changes us.”
Many Christians in the MENA who have limited access
to Christian teaching can now learn biblical truths, as
Pastor Malek explains the Scriptures in a simple and
profound way.
A JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION
Pastor Malek draws inspiration for his teaching from his
personal experience of transformation.
“I dutifully went to church as a child, but during my
teenage years I felt a wave of rebellion overcome me,”
he explains. “I began to have questions that no one
could answer. I thought that Christians were naïve in
their faith and didn’t have strong evidence to support it.

It sounded illogical to me.”
His thirst for understanding was quenched when he
met a Lebanese man who was able to explain the
Christian faith and theology to him in a systematic and
logical way. Since then, Pastor Malek has been keen to
explain the Word of God to new generations.
“Blind faith is dangerous and fragile,” Malek explains.
“It is not based on strong foundations of historical
facts and reasoning, so it could collapse when subject
to questioning. That’s not our Christian faith.” Pastor
Malek insists that people shouldn’t take any thought or
idea for granted, but rather research and find the truth.
ANSWERING GOD’S CALL AFTER EIGHT YEARS
Pastor Malek and his wife emigrated to the US in
the 1980s, where he worked for 25 years as a traffic
engineer.
“For eight years after I received my Master’s in
theology, I felt God was calling me to serve as a pastor.
But I was reluctant to leave my career as an engineer,”
Malek confesses. “In 2011, seeing the rising numbers of
Arab Christians immigrating to the US, I finally made
the decision to become a pastor.” Malek is currently
Pastor of the Arabic Fellowship Church in Huntington
Beach, California.
CREATING SPACE FOR QUESTIONS
Pastor Malek visits Egypt regularly and records
episodes of Words of Life for SAT-7 ARABIC. Following
the success of its first season, the channel is now
producing season two, which is scheduled for broadcast
in late 2019 and teaches Paul’s letter to the Romans.
Additionally, this season introduces a new segment
where people from the streets of Egypt ask questions
and Pastor Malek answers from the studio.
George Makeen, SAT-7 Arabic Channels Programming
Director, considers it vital that SAT-7 produces its own
teaching programmes. “Nobody knows our viewers’
needs more than we do,” Makeen says. “We receive so
many comments and questions from them daily, so it’s
important for SAT-7 to invest in producing teaching
programmes that answer these questions.”
“Most television producers don’t feel that teaching
programmes are interesting enough,” he continues.
“But our viewers seek our teaching programmes and
gather around the TV set to watch together. It is their
source of discipleship and spiritual nurturing.” ■

PRAY
Monday 16 September
Pray that SAT-7 viewers will
continue to have a hunger to
learn more about God and
His word.
Tuesday 17 September
Thank God for SAT-7’s
teaching programmes, and
the discipleship that they
provide.
Wednesday 18 September
Pray for the Egyptian Church,
that God will provide wise
leaders and Bible teachers.
Thursday 19 September
Thank God that Adel Malek
answered God’s calling
and became a pastor. Pray
that viewers will be similarly
inspired to seek God’s will for
their lives.
Friday 20 September
Pray that SAT-7’s Arabic
channels will receive the
finances they need, so they
can continue to produce
programmes that meet
people’s spiritual needs.
Sat-Sun 21-22 September
Pray for the children of
Christian families in the
MENA, that, like Pastor
Malek, they will discover
the truth of the Gospel for
themselves.

IRANIAN WELDER GIVES
HEART TO THE LORD
Araz*, a welder from Iran,
became curious about
Christianity after he noticed
something different in the
Christians he met. He eventually
found the answers he was looking
for, and a new life in Jesus,
through SAT-7’s Persian channel.
“I am a welder by trade and met many Christians
through my work,” Araz told the SAT-7 PARS
audience relations team. “I liked their behaviour and
the way they treated people.”
Araz particularly enjoyed taking welding jobs in church
buildings, as it helped him feel closer to God. “When
I went to a church for a job, I would sometimes lean
against the wall and speak to God,” Araz said. “This
gave me a great feeling.”
Unfortunately, Araz fell on hard times, but he still found
comfort in watching SAT-7’s programmes. “I now live
with my son and we have to sleep in our car because we
can’t afford to rent a house,” Araz told us. “But your
programmes give me a strong sense of peace.”
SAT-7’s audience relations team called Araz to tell him
more about Jesus, and Araz gave his heart to the Lord.
The SAT-7 PARS audience relations team have
developed strong connections with many callers like
Araz, and are a valuable source of support for isolated
believers. Now that Araz has become a follower of
Jesus, he depends on this support for Christian teaching
and discipleship.
“I am like a newborn and I have no idea where to
begin,” Araz said. “I ask that you don’t leave me alone
on this journey and help me to come to a deeper
knowledge of God. Thank you for being there for me.”
*Name changed and image used for representation only

PRAY
Monday 23 September
Praise God that Araz is now a
follower of Jesus!
Tuesday 24 September
Pray for the SAT-7 PARS
audience relations team, and
ask God to give them wisdom
as they support viewers.
Wednesday 25 September
Last year saw a 44% increase
in phone calls to SAT-7 PARS!
Thank God for this hunger to
know more about Him.
Thursday 26 September
Iran’s economy has been
badly hit by US sanctions.
Pray for ordinary Iranians
like Araz who are struggling
financially.
Friday 27 September
Pray that Araz will find work
and be able to get back on
his feet.
Sat-Sun 28-29 September
Thank God for teaching and
discipleship programmes on
SAT-7 PARS, which are a vital
resource for new and isolated
Iranian believers.
Monday 30 September
Thank God for the witness of
Christians like those Araz met,
and for the visible difference
He has made in their lives.
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