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Khartoum, 4 August: Mohamed Hamdan Daqlu (R), deputy chairman of Sudan’s Transitional Military Council, and Ahmed Rabie (L) of 
the opposition Freedom and Change Alliance, sign a deal on the constitutional declaration (PA Images/Xinhua/Mohamed Khidir)
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An Iraqi Christian family who fled Islamic State in a refugee camp in 
Erbil, December 2014 (Essam Nagy)
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I N F O C U S

Media freedom 
in retreat
Highlighting the latest Freedom 
House report, UK Special Envoy on Media 
Freedom, Amal Clooney, told delegates at the 
Global Media Freedom Conference that the 
world had just seen the 13th consecutive year 
of decline in free media. “The decline in media 
freedom does not only mean that journalists have 
fewer rights,” she said; “It means we all have.”

Promoting peace 
and inclusion
A new SAT-7 programme 
encourages children in the 
Middle East and North Africa to accept and 
celebrate difference. Puzzle invites children 
from diverse religious, ethnic and social 
backgrounds to play together as teams and 
reflect on their perceptions of each other. 
It is designed to promote UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 16 of peaceful and 
inclusive societies.

Westminster 
urged to defend 
MENA women
A SAT-7-arranged panel 
discussion in Parliament highlighted the need 
to defend women’s rights in the Middle East 
and North Africa. Iranian and Egyptian 
SAT-7 presenters contributed alongside 
Kate Green MP and SAT-7’s UK Executive 
Director. Panel chair, Baroness Elizabeth 
Berridge, stressed the correlation between 
societies that allow freedom of belief and 
those that empower women.

Read more: www.sat7.org/westminster

 
PEACEFUL PROTEST TOPPLES  
TWO PRESIDENTS
Eight years after popular protests in Tunisia set in motion a series of uprisings 
across the MENA region, new movements have swept away long-serving 
heads of state in Sudan and Algeria. 

President Omar al-Bashir had clung firmly to power in Sudan for three 
decades after seizing it in a military coup in 1989. He oversaw the country 
during a further 16 years of  civil war before signing the peace treaty 
that eventually resulted in the 2011 secession of  South Sudan. Most 
controversially, he is associated with a brutal campaign in Darfur where he is 
alleged to have ordered war crimes and genocide. 

Continued on p2

FCO found wanting but challenged  
to lead on religious freedom
Britain should aim to become “the global leader in championing freedom of religion and belief 
(FoRB)”. Rt Revd Philip Mountstephen, Bishop of Truro, set this goal in the final report of his 
Independent Review of Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) Support for Persecuted Christians.

The review – commissioned by then Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt – took submissions from NGOs, 
church leaders and parliamentarians, included UK and overseas “witnesses”, and involved meetings 
and a questionnaire to diplomatic missions abroad. (Continued on p4)
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This April, after 16 weeks of  mass peaceful protests against his rule, al-Bashir’s 
military allies ousted him. Democracy campaigners realised, however, that 
replacing a dictator with his former associates would not produce reform. 
A mass sit-in outside army headquarters continued to demand full civilian 
rule until this was dispersed on 3 June by “Rapid Support Forces” using live 
ammunition, rape and beatings. Finally, African Union mediation and US and 
UK pressure seem to have produced a breakthrough compromise. If  this holds, 
Sudan will see a three-year interim government to be led by six civilians and 
five generals.

NORTH AFRICA
In Algeria President Bouteflika, a veteran of  the country’s war of  liberation 
from France, had become a token figure for a shadowy ruling elite since he 
suffered a stroke in 2013. The announcement that he would run for a fifth term 
triggered an eruption of  nationwide strikes and protests. Bouteflika stepped 
down, but demonstrators refused to accept the caretaker president offered 
or early elections that were likely to continue business as usual under a new 
figurehead. At the time of  writing, Algeria has seen its 26th consecutive week 
of  demonstrations. Campaigners are seeking elections for an assembly that will 
write a new constitution and establish the basis for a fresh political system. 

Neighbouring Libya remains in crisis, with the capital, Tripoli, facing a 
military offensive since April from Field Marshall Khalifa Haftar. Amid 
intensified fighting in civilian areas, thousands of  people are being displaced.

An alternative to military leadership was demonstrated during a two-day visit 
of  Pope Francis to Morocco. The Pontiff  called for peace and tolerance at a 
stadium mass for some of  Morocco’s 30,000 Catholics. Evangelism in Morocco 
remains illegal, however. The country now has a few thousand evangelical 
Christian converts, some of  whom meet discreetly in small groups and, since 
2017, have been asking to live “without persecution” and “discrimination”. 

President Salah of  Iraq followed Morocco’s example and issued an official 
invitation to the Pope to visit his country in 2020. Salah said the Catholic 

Algiers, 19 July: thousands of Algerians took to the streets in the 22nd week of protests calling for democratic change (Bkh Studio/Shutterstock.com)

AT A G L A N C E

United Arab 
Emirates
Federal constitutional monarchy, consisting 
of seven sheikhdoms: Abu Dhabi (serves as 
the capital), Ajman, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras Al 
Khaimah, Sharjah and Umm Al Quwain 

Population

9,701,315 (2018 est.) 
Languages

Arabic (official), English, 
Hindi, Malayam, Urdu, 
Pashto, Tagalog, Persian
Religions

 Muslim (official) 76%

 Christian 9%

 Other 15% (2005 est.)

Timeline

630 A group of rulers travel to Medina and 
convert to Islam

1700s Conflict with Portuguese, Dutch and 
British forces over trade routes

1853 Perpetual maritime treaty with Britain and 
states become known as “Trucial States”

1892-1971 States become a British protectorate

1971 Britain withdraws protection and six states 
form the UAE

1972 Ras Al Khaimah joins the other six 
emirates

1981 A founding member of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC)

2006 First national elections. A limited 
electorate (50% of citizens in 2015) chooses half 
the members of an advisory council
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leader’s visit would be an “immense comfort to the many Iraqis who are still 
recovering from the hardships of  conflict”. 

THE GULF
A new development in the prolonged and disastrous Yemen conflict has seen a 
rift between Saudi Arabia and its coalition ally, the United Arab Emirates. 
Both, in theory, were aiming to restore the control of  exiled President Hadi by 
defeating Houthi rebels. However, the UAE has backed southern separatists 
who oppose both the Houthis and a Hadi government. In August the southern 
separatists seized much of  the port of  Aden, the government’s main base, in 
what observers have called “a civil war within a civil war”.

IRAN
Over recent months Iran has increased pressure on European signatories to 
the 2015 nuclear deal. The country is seeking European help to offset the 
severe impact of  US sanctions and secondary sanctions on businesses that 
trade with Iran. In July, it announced that it had breached the agreed limits 
on uranium enrichment and would continue until it achieved its “full rights” 
to trade with Europe under the deal. Tensions also escalated rapidly in the 
important shipping lanes of  the Gulf. Iran’s downing of  a US drone and two 
mysterious attacks on oil tankers were followed by the British seizure of  an 
Iranian ship off  Gibraltar and Iran’s reciprocal seizure of  a British tanker in 
the Strait of  Hormuz. The waters of  the Gulf  have become a hazardous area 
for commercial shipping. 

SYRIA 
In the last four months, Idlib, the rebel and jihadist-controlled region of  Syria, 
has been the focus of  an intense offensive by Syrian forces and its Russian 
allies, as they seek to achieve President Assad’s goal of  retaking “every last 
inch” of  the country. The UN expressed grave concern over the impact on 
civilians of  indiscriminate shelling and alleged targeting of  hospitals and other 
neutral sites. 

TURKEY
Turkey saw an 
upset to the status 
quo in a rerun of  
mayoral elections 
in Istanbul. The 
rerun was demanded 
by President 
Erdogan’s Justice and 
Development Party 
(AKP) but backfired 
when it resulted in 
a much-increased 
margin in favour 
of  the opposition candidate, Ekrem Imamoglu. A more worrying sign for 
democracy came in August when Ankara removed three Kurdish mayors in 
southeast Turkey - all members of  the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party 
(HDP) – over alleged links to the militant Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). 

Read Middle East Briefings every month at www.sat7uk.org/briefings

AT A G L A N C E

Youth in  
the MENA

Many MENA states are 
experiencing a “youth 
bulge”: nearly two-thirds of 
people are under 30 (World 
Bank/Arab Weekly, 4/2/2018)

The population of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
region is expected to triple 
in the next 50 years  
(Arab Weekly, 4/2/2018)

Youth unemployment rates, 
at 21 per cent in the Middle 
East and 25 per cent in 
North Africa, are higher 
than any other region 
(World Bank)

Attitudes

The 2019 ASDA’A BCW Annual Arab 
Youth Survey (www.arabyouthsurvey.com) 
surveyed 3,300 18-24-year-olds in 15 
Arab territories. Key findings included: 

• Arab youth think religion plays 
too big a role in the Arab world 
and religious institutions need to 
be reformed

• Three in four young people are 
unhappy with the quality of 
education in their country

• Social media is more popular and 
more trustworthy than traditional 
media

Istanbul, 23 June: Ekrem Imamoglu waved for the cameras as he and his wife 
went to Istanbul’s mayoral elections (Shutterstock.com)

Teenagers in Iran (SAT-7)
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FCO found wanting but challenged  
to lead on religious freedom
(Continued from p1) An interim report, issued in May, blamed “post-colonial guilt” and low levels 
of religious faith in Britain for a weak FCO response to the persecution of Christians, despite 
evidence that Christianity is the most persecuted religion globally. 

The final review found that the FCO response to persecution was “patchy and inconsistent”. 
It said that diplomats were sometimes reluctant to challenge “majority-community attitudes 
towards minorities”, and the government’s “religion-blind” approach can result in neglect of 
the most targeted people. One key finding was that a low level of religious literacy among FCO 
staff equipped them poorly for societies where religious belief is central to people’s identity. 

Report recommendations included ensuring that FoRB was “central” to “FCO operation and 
culture”; training in religious literacy; bolstering research and monitoring; and establishing a 
board to advise cross-governmentally on FoRB. In Parliament on 18 July, Foreign Office minister 
Sir Alan Duncan announced that the Government would implement all the recommendations.

First global conference for  
media freedom

In an 18-month period when journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi was tortured to 
death and over 100 other journalists 
and media workers were killed, the 
UK and Canada governments hosted 
the first Global Conference for Media 
Freedom in London. 

The July event drew over 1,500 
international journalists, campaigners 
and government representatives. 
Journalists from the Middle East, Latin 
America, Asia and elsewhere spoke 
of the dangers and pressures media 
workers face. 

The broad range of discussions at the conference included panels on the Middle East, religious 
freedom, strengthening media freedom and building support for journalists in hostile environments.

Former UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt, who called the event, announced five steps the 
British government would take. These included: 

• a Global Pledge for governments to commit to protecting media freedom and to lobby on 
cases of attacks on journalists; 

• joining other governments to establish a Global Media Defence Fund to take forward the 
UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists; 

• an international task force to help governments deliver their commitments on media freedom. 

O U T A N D A B O U T

SEPT
14

Liberal Democrat 
Conference: 
Immigration Panel 
Discussion

Is it possible to have a coherent and fair UK immigration 
policy for the 21st Century? 
Join Tim Farron MP, Dave Mann (SAT-7) and other agencies involved 
with refugees and asylum seekers for a panel discussion on the root 
causes of migration, issues and possible solutions. All welcome, no 
conference pass required. 

20:15-21:30, Sherbourne Suite, Highcliff Marriott Hotel 
105 St Michael’s Road, Bournemouth, BH2 5DU

SEPT
29

Conservative Party 
Conference: Inter-
Faith Reception

Religious freedom and unity
At the invitation of the Conservative Christian Fellowship, SAT-7 is 
part-sponsoring this event. All welcome, no pass required. 

14:00-15:00, The Barbirolli Room, Bridgewater Hall 
Lower Mosley St, Manchester M2 3WS

 

Lord Ahmad chairs a discussion on Media and Religious Freedom at the Global 
Media Freedom conference (Lindsay Shaw/SAT-7)
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SAT-7 UK Trust
PO Box 3941, 3-4 New Road  

Chippenham SN15 1EJ 
Email: respond@sat7uk.org

Phone: +44 (0)1249 765865

www.sat7uk.org

Martin Thomas 
Director, External Engagement 

martin@sat7uk.org

Contacts

WHO ARE SAT-7?

SAT-7 provides inspirational, 
informative and educational 

television services, by satellite 
and online, throughout the 

Middle East and North Africa. 
We seek to strengthen the 

churches of the region in 
their faith and witness and in 
service to their communities. 

But we also address wider 
society directly through a 

range of social development 
programmes that promote 

education, health and 
social inclusion, in pursuit 

of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Dave Mann 
Partnership Executive 

dave@sat7uk.org

Lindsay Shaw 
Press & Communications Officer 

lindsay@sat7uk.org
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