
NEWS AND PRAYER

PRAY

Tuesday 1 October
Thank God for SAT-7’s 
educational programmes, 
which are making a practical 
difference in the lives of 
viewers like Darya.

Wednesday 2 October
Thank God for Darya’s 
determination to get an 
education and that she found 
what she was looking for in 
SAT-7 ACADEMY.

Thursday 3 October
The Moroccan government 
have said they are committed 
to ending illiteracy in the 
country by 2024. Pray they 
are successful in their aim.

Friday 4 October 
Pray for a cultural shift in 
Morocco, so that the value of 
sending girls to school would 
be recognised.

Saturday 5 October
Pray that even more girls like 
Darya, though isolated in the 
home, will be able to access 
an education through SAT-7.

Sunday 6 October
Pray that, as viewers watch 
and learn through SAT-7 
ACADEMY programmes, they 
will also begin to learn about 
the God who loves them.

October/November 2019

MOROCCAN GIRL FINDS 
HOPE THROUGH EDUCATION
Education is a 
fundamental 
right that 
many children, 
particularly girls, 
are deprived of  
in the Middle 
East and North 
Africa (MENA). In 
Morocco, very few girls from rural communities 
have the opportunity to continue their education 
beyond primary school. 
Whilst education is free in Morocco, traditional 
patriarchal values often lead to girls’ being expected to 
leave school to take up responsibilities in the home. 

This was the experience of  Darya*, a young Moroccan 
viewer who got in touch with SAT-7 to share her story.

“I want to tell you that my education had to stop once 
I finished primary school,” Darya shared. “My parents 
didn’t help me to finish my studies because I am a 
village girl, even though they knew I was studying hard. 
But my dream never stopped.” 

Despite the lack of  support from her family, Darya was 
determined to receive an education. Though she wasn’t 
allowed to go out to school, she came across SAT-7’s 
educational programmes on her television – which 
meant she could continue her learning after all!

“When I saw your SAT-7 ACADEMY programmes, I 
knew that studying was not limited to age; therefore my 
motivation for success increased,” Darya said. “I learned 
languages   and became especially good at English.” 

In a country where two-thirds of  women are illiterate, 
programmes like SAT-7’s My School, which teaches basic 
Arabic, English and maths, are invaluable. “Thank you 
so much for your programme, which is the only hope 
for me,” Darya said. “I love you!” ■ 
*Name changed



PRAY

Monday 7 October
Praise God for the SAT-7 
PARS studio in London, and 
all the amazing programmes 
it produces and broadcasts.

Tueday 8 October
Thank God for churches 
across the UK who support the 
work of SAT-7, like St Mary’s 
Maidenhead.

Wednesday 9 October
Pray for the presenters and 
producers of the 4:12 youth 
show. Ask God to continue to 
fill them with inspiration and 
enthusiasm.

Thursday 10 October
Pray for the SAT-7 UK team as 
they seek to engage churches 
and supporters, communicate 
about SAT-7 and raise vital 
funds for the ministry.

Friday 11 October
Pray for all the SAT-7 UK staff 
who work in the Chippenham 
office. Ask God to be with 
them in their work today.

Sat-Sun 12-13 October
Pray that even more churches 
in the UK will engage with 
SAT-7 and be excited to get 
involved.

Monday 14 October
Thank God for the many UK 
Ambassadors and volunteers 
who give their time and energy 
in support of SAT-7. Ask Him 
to bless them in their roles.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE 
SAT-7 PARS STUDIO
Behind an unremarkable door on a nondescript 
industrial estate in North London, something 
amazing is taking place. This is where SAT-7’s 
Persian-language channel, SAT-7 PARS, films 
and broadcasts live TV shows, which are 
making God’s love visible in Iran and beyond. 

Alison Bird (above, seated centre), a SAT-7 
supporter from Maidenhead, recently visited the 
SAT-7 PARS studio with a group from her church. 
Here, she describes her excitement at what she 
saw – and how inspired she is by SAT-7’s work.

In July, five of  us from St Mary’s Maidenhead went to 
the SAT-7 PARS television studio in London to watch 
their Iranian team put out a youth programme called 
4:12, live on air. 

It was so exciting to go into the studio and meet the 
two presenters of  4:12 before the show began. They 
were both young and enthusiastic about their work – 
reaching out across the world to young people, sharing 
the Good News of  Christ and helping them with their 
day-to-day problems.

As the show prepared to air in Iran and elsewhere, we 
gathered in the operations room next to the studio and 
watched the technical team running the countdown: 
“10, 9, 8, 7, 6 … We are live!” Then the screens in front 
of  us came alive. The two presenters were chatting 
happily in Farsi to the camera and to each other, and 
also interviewed a successful Iranian singer.



PRAY

Tuesday 15 October
Pray for the viewers who get 
in touch with SAT-7 live on 
air, that they will find answers 
to their questions and a sense 
of fellowship.

Wednesday 16 October
Thank God for the many 
individual supporters of SAT-7 
– like you! – who pray for our 
work and give financially. 

Thursday 17 October
Pray for SAT-7’s support 
offices around the world. Ask 
that God will be with them as 
they raise awareness, prayer 
support and funding for 
SAT-7. 

Friday 18 October
Pray for SAT-7’s TV studios 
around the world – in Cairo, 
Istanbul, Beirut, Cyprus and 
London. Pray that God will 
keep them safe and bless 
them in their work.

Saturday 19 October
“In Christ we, though many, 
form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the 
others.” (Romans 12:5, NIV)

Thank God that, whether we 
worship in a church building 
in the UK, or in front of a 
television set in the MENA, 
we are all part of the same 
global body of Christ.

What struck me was that the programme was hardly up 
and running when viewers began to contact the studio 
with their comments and questions. A man at a screen 
behind us was collating all the messages coming in, 
and the SAT-7 team would personally respond to all of  
them. 

This gave the programme a whole extra dimension of  
excitement, as those hearing the Gospel message could 
communicate directly with SAT-7 to find out more. 
They could also ask for help and advice as they sent in 
their problems and other questions.

SAT-7 PARS broadcasts to Persian-speakers in Iran, 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Europe. They can watch 
via satellite television and the internet. Support and 
prayer is offered via phone and messaging apps. 
There are a wide range of  programmes such as Bible 
teaching, women’s, children’s and youth programmes, 
documentaries, worship and praise, and feature films.

It was such a privilege to 
be able to go behind the 
scenes to see SAT-7 PARS 
in operation. We were 
greeted very warmly on 
arrival by Dave Mann, 
the Support Development 
Executive at SAT-7 UK. 
He spent a long time 
showing us round and 
answering our many 
questions. Then we were 
served delicious Persian 
tea and biscuits by the 
very friendly team.

SAT-7 broadcasts not just in Persian, but also in Arabic 
and Turkish. It is watched by 25 million people across 
the MENA. It brings a message of  faith, hope, love 
and peace to people watching from the safety of  their 
homes. This way, it can bypass strict government 
censorship and reach people who might otherwise 
never hear the Gospel. 

Here at St Mary’s, we support the work of  SAT-7. We 
came away even more convinced than we already were 
that SAT-7 is one of  the most exciting things happening 
in the Christian world today.  ■

We came away even 
more convinced than 
we already were 
that SAT-7 is one 
of the most exciting 
things happening in 
the Christian world 
today.”



re du

Sunday 20 October:  
Dare to dream for freedom
Numerous Christians in the MENA risk prison and death 
on a daily basis. Pray that they will continue to stand firm 
in Jesus and experience His freedom.

Monday 21 October:  
Dare to dream for education
Twenty-two million children in the MENA region are 
currently in danger of missing out on education. Pray that 
SAT-7’s educational programmes will equip children and 
inspire young leaders to rebuild the MENA. 

Tuesday 22 October:  
Dare to dream for peace
War and conflict in the MENA have forced millions of 
people to leave their beloved cities and countries. Pray 
that in the midst of these difficult circumstances, people 
will find hope in God and experience peace in Him. 

Wednesday 23 October:  
Dare to dream for equality
Women in the MENA are often considered second-class 
citizens. Pray that women will discover their equal value 
and their voice through SAT-7’s programmes. 

Thursday 24 October:  
Dare to dream for unity
Different traditions and views have contributed to divisions 
in the Church. Pray for the churches in the MENA, that 
they will stand united through difficult situations.

Friday 25 October:  
Dare to dream for family
Divorce rates in the MENA are increasing. Pray that  
SAT-7’s programmes addressing marriage and 
relationships will help families in the MENA deal with 
their problems in healthy and constructive ways. 

Saturday 26 October:  
Dare to dream for restoration

There are millions of displaced people in the 
MENA who dream of returning home. Pray 
for the restoration of war-torn cities, that 
people will be able to return and rebuild 
their lives.

Sunday 27 October:  
Dare to dream for the Church
It can be very difficult for new believers to find 

a church in the MENA, where less than four 
percent of the population is Christian. Pray that 

isolated believers in the MENA will find support 
and encouragement through SAT-7.

SAT-7 WEEK  
OF PRAYER 

20-27 OCTOBER 
DARE TO DREAM
This week is a special 
international Week of  
Prayer for SAT-7, during 
which thousands of  people 
around the globe will join 
together to pray for the 
MENA.

Our Week of  Prayer theme this 
year is “Dare to Dream”. It is 
a theme of  hope and courage, 
of  perseverance and of  faith. 
We know that God is doing 
wonderful things in the lives 
of  the people in the MENA, 
and that He will continue to 
change lives. However, people 
can easily lose hope and 
become discouraged in their 
circumstances. This week we 
want to encourage you to pray 
for the people of  the MENA, 
that despite their circumstances 
they will continue to “Dare to 
Dream”. 
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PRAY

Monday 28 October
Thank God that He set Cemre 
free from anger! 

Tuesday 29 October
Pray for other SAT-7 TÜRK 
viewers like Cemre, who 
share their wonderful stories 
of transformation with us. 

Wednesday 30 October
Pray that these viewers stay 
in touch with SAT-7 TÜRK 
so they may be a source of 
support and encouragement 
to each other.

Thursday 31 October 
Thank God for the 
encouragement stories like 
this bring to SAT-7 TÜRK staff.

Friday 1 November 
Pray that SAT-7 TÜRK 
will continue to produce 
programmes that help viewers 
with their questions about 
God and Christianity.

Sat-Sun 2-3 November
Pray for anyone you know 
who needs God’s healing 
touch – whether in mind, 
body or spirit.

Monday 4 November 
Thank God for Cemre’s 
friends, who shared Jesus 
boldly with him.

Tuesday 5 November 
Thank God that He is working 
everywhere and bringing 
transformation to people’s 
lives across the world.

“GOD SET ME FREE 
FROM ANGER!”
Some of  the most exciting 
messages SAT-7 TÜRK 
receives are from viewers 
who want to share what God 
has done in their lives. One 
such call was from Cemre*, 
a viewer who struggled 
with explosive bursts of  
aggression. 
Anger completely consumed Cemre’s life, and he didn’t 
know where to turn. “I was a very angry person. I was 
neurotic,” he recalls.

Desperate to get some help, Cemre travelled across 
Turkey and spent a lot of  money visiting various 
hospitals and consulting famous doctors. Unfortunately, 
none of  them were able to free him of  his anger.

“Every time I took the medication I was given, I would 
be in a near-unconscious state,” Cemre remembers. 
“They didn’t make me better. At that point I was 
unable to contain or control my anger anymore. I was 
smashing the windows and breaking down the doors at 
home. Nothing helped.”

The intervention of  his friends, however, proved to be a 
turning point in his life. “My friends told me to give all 
my burdens and anger to Jesus Christ who is God and 
that He would heal me. I didn’t really believe them at 
first, but they wouldn’t stop telling me to do it.”

Cemre finally started to read the Bible, and as he read 
it, he began to pray. “I prayed and cried out to God 
for nine days. I begged for Him to heal me. And God 
healed me!”

Cemre was finally able to live a life free of  anger, and 
he is full of  gratitude for what God has done in his 
life. “Jesus was able to do what the doctors couldn’t 
do because I believed in Him wholeheartedly. I’m 
not on any medication anymore, but I keep my old 
medications as a reminder of  what God has done.”

Testimonies like Cemre’s fuel the energy, passion, and 
creativity of  the SAT-7 TÜRK team. “These are a 
huge blessing for us,” says Nora Isaoğlu, a member of  
staff. “When we hear these testimonies, we understand, 
‘Yes, God really is working everywhere.’” ■
*Name changed and image used for representation only



TELLING STORIES TO 
TRANSFORM A GENERATION
Stories in the Attic, a new SAT-7 KIDS 
programme, teaches Middle Eastern children 
about God’s love in a surprising way – through a 
painting that comes to life! 
“I know that Jesus is with me, and I want children to 
know it, too.” says SAT-7 scriptwriter Layal Ghanem, 
explaining her vision for Stories in the Attic. “The focus is 
on children’s rights, because awareness in the MENA is 
low.”

Awareness is low – and violations are everywhere. Child 
marriage, child labour, Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM) and domestic violence against children are rife in 
parts of  the region.

Stories in the Attic shows children they have the right 
to a safe, happy childhood – and the responsibility to 
love others. While it tackles some weighty issues, the 
storytelling show is filled with positivity, laughter and play.

The programme is set in a 
house in Lebanon, owned by 
a family who fled the country 
during the civil war. Since the 
owners have not returned, 
the house is being rented out, 
and every child who comes to 
live there discovers some very 
special paintings in the attic.

The four women in the 
paintings, one of  whom is 
played by Ghanem herself, 

come to life and share stories that children can relate to. 
These friendly characters step out of  the frame to tell 
stories – including Bible stories – that shed light on the 
issues the children face.

The initial 15 episodes will cover gender inequality, child 
labour, marriage and disability, as well as issues such as 
bullying, obesity and screen time. Many of  the stories 
are filled not only with warmth and meaning but also 
with joyful comedy.

“When we are laughing, things make sense,” Ghanem 
explains. “If  we relate to a character who is doing wrong, 
sometimes our defence mechanisms kick in. But if  we are 
laughing, we loosen up – and we start listening.” ■

PRAY

Wednesday 6 November
Thank God for new 
programme Stories in the Attic 
and pray that it resonates with 
its young viewers.

Thursday 7 November
Pray that the show will help 
children learn their value in 
Jesus’ eyes.

Friday 8 November 
Thank God for scriptwriter 
Layal Ghanem, and pray He 
will continue to inspire her 
with creative ways to teach 
children about Him.

Sat-Sun 9-10 November
Praise God for the SAT-7 KIDS 
channel and its estimated 5.6 
million young viewers.

Monday 11 November
Pray for children across the 
MENA whose rights are 
being violated. Pray that, as 
they watch the show, they will 
become more aware of their 
rights and feel empowered to 
speak up.

Tuesday 12 November
Pray for an end to the cruel 
practice of FGM.

Wednesday 13 November
Thank God for all the 
talented staff who work for 
SAT-7 KIDS – presenters, 
scriptwriters, producers, 
directors, set designers, 
production staff and more – 
and pray He will bless them in 
their work today.



PRAY

Thursday 14 November
Pray that God will be close to 
Afrouz and continue to work 
in her life.

Friday 15 November
Praise God for the kindness of 
the Audience Relations team, 
who have come alongside 
Afrouz in her distress.

Sat-Sun 16-17 November 
Pray for Afrouz’s family in 
Afghanistan, that they too will 
meet with the Lord.

Monday 18 November
There are an estimated 2 
million undocumented Afghan 
refugees in Iran. Pray that they 
will know the Lord’s peace 
and be freed from sadness.

Tuesday 19 November
Pray that isolated and 
vulnerable people will, like 
Afrouz, come across SAT-7 
PARS and find the fellowship, 
prayer and guidance they 
desperately need.

Wednesday 20 November
Pray for peace and stability in 
Afghanistan.

Thursday 21 November
Today is World Television 
Day! Praise God for SAT-7’s 
television channels, which 
are making His love visible to 
over 25 million people.

Friday 22 November
Pray that Afrouz will continue 
to read her Bible and grow in 
her faith in Jesus.

PEACE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
FOR AN AFGHAN REFUGEE

Afrouz*, a young female 
viewer from Afghanistan, was 
feeling hopeless and sad when 
she stumbled across SAT-7 
PARS and got in touch.
“I am 19 years of  age from 
Kunduz in Afghanistan,” Afrouz 
said, sharing her story with the 

SAT-7 PARS Audience Relations team. “I have five 
brothers and two sisters. When extremists attacked our 
town, my father smuggled us to Iran, while he remained 
in Afghanistan – he is not well and suffers from leg pain. 

“We were caught at the Iranian border, but four of  my 
brothers and I were able to escape the officers and enter 
Iran. Three of  my brothers have married and returned 
to Afghanistan. Now my 15-year-old brother and I 
remain in Iran, where we are alone. 

“Sometimes I feel very sad and sorrowful and I don’t 
know what to do. My brother works and our life is 
passing by. 

“I was watching satellite television, and by chance I saw 
your channel, and I noted your telephone number to call 
and speak with you. Listening to your programmes fills 
me with peace. My brother is not literate and is very sad. 
Please help me to be free of  the sadness I feel in my 
being – I am very tired.”

Thankfully, the SAT-7 PARS team have been in touch 
with Afrouz and have offered her prayer, comfort and 
support. “We spoke with Afrouz about the love of  the 
Lord and told her about how much she is valued,” an 
Audience Relations team member says. “We told her 
that she doesn’t have to be alone; that we can support 
her and help her to be filled with the peace of  the Lord 
and freed from sadness.”

The team arranged to send Afrouz a Bible and some 
other books, and have now arranged to be in touch 
with her every week to pray for her and spend time 
with her over the phone – which has helped Afrouz feel 
thouroughly encouraged. “Even though you cannot see 
me and don’t know me, you have been kind to me and 
spoken to me with kindness,” she said. ■
*Name changed and image used for representation only



PRAY
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Sat-Sun 23-24 November 
Thank God for You Are 
Beautiful and the way it is 
meeting a desperate need 
amongst Arab women.

Monday 25 November
Pray for presenters Randa and 
Dina, that they will be filled 
with wisdom and compassion.

Tuesday 26 November
Pray that women watching the 
programme will realise their 
true worth in Christ.

Wednesday 27 November
Pray that, through watching 
the show, abused viewers will 
feel empowered to seek help.

Thursday 28 November
Thank God for the show’s 
counselling phone lines, and 
ask that the Holy Spirit will 
bring His healing power 
through every interaction. 

Friday 29 November
Praise God that SAT-7’s 
channels are making millions 
of viewers aware of their 
human rights.

Saturday 30 November
Thank God that He can meet 
all our needs – whether 
spiritual, emotional or 
physical.

NEW ARABIC PROGRAMME 
TACKLES ABUSE OF WOMEN
Abuse of  women is widespread in the MENA but 
is rarely talked about. You Are Beautiful, a new 
programme on SAT-7 ARABIC, offers hope and 
support to women who are dealing with abuse.
“Many women who experience abuse from their fathers 
or husbands hardly find any protection or support from 
society,” says Sherif  Wahba, producer at SAT-7 Egypt. 
“Consequently, they lose hope in their value.”

Produced by SAT-7 in cooperation with Campus 
Crusade, You Are Beautiful aims to show women their 
true worth as well as help them escape situations of  
abuse. “They don’t have to be stuck in a dead end,” 
Wahba says. “There’s a way out. Someone can help.”

Arabesque wall designs, soft 
lighting and cosy furniture 
provide a homely scene where 
presenters Randa and Dina 
can talk earnestly and openly. 
Each week they are joined 
by a different expert guest, 
who gives practical guidance 
and counselling on critical 
topics such as sexual abuse, 

underage marriage, FGM and rape.

“The show aims to offer solutions for victims and shows 
them how to seek help,” says Ayman Zekry, a Campus 
Crusade producer. To provide further support, the team 
have set up counselling phone lines so that viewers can 
access the expert help they need.

Zekry sees the show as a practical expression of  Christ’s 
love to women. “We want to reach out to as many 
unprivileged women as we can to help them,” Zekry 
says. “We shouldn’t just preach to a woman who is 
starving or homeless – we have to address her physical 
needs too.” 


