
At SAT-7, we receive many testimonies. To hear 
of  how SAT-7 has played a part in people’s 
journeys is always a privilege, but it is clear 
that God is at work in people’s lives long before 
they encounter our channels.

Soroush*, a SAT-7 
viewer from Iran, 
recently told us his 
incredible story, 
which begins with 
his discovering a 
piece of  art as an 
inquisitive 
5-year-old.

“One day I found a large poster in our street. I dragged 
the poster home and showed it to my mother,” Soroush 
explains. “She looked at it and said that the woman 
was Mary and the boy was Jesus Christ. But to me, it 
was not merely an image. I felt that I loved the boy and 
it was as if  he was speaking to me through his loving 
gaze.” 

Later in his life, Soroush developed an awful, chronic 
skin condition that spread all over his hands and face, 
even to his lips and eyelids. “The doctor and medicines 
were of  no use,” he reflects. 

But one day, Soroush’s mother took him to a radically 
welcoming church. “I remember the girl who kindly 
prayed and waved something like a broom as if  
sweeping my hands and face,” he recalls. “Less than 
two days later, no sign of  warts remained.”

An amazing miracle, but Soroush was not ready to 
follow Jesus just yet.

He fondly remembers, “Much later, when I had grown 
up, around sunset one autumn evening, I accepted 
the call of  our Heavenly Father as I spoke over the 
telephone with a SAT-7 PARS presenter. I became one 
of  God’s children.” 

 
*Name changed and image used for representation purposes only

PRAY

Sat-Sun 1-2 February 
Ask God to keep growing 
Soroush’s faith in significant 
ways.

Monday 3 February
Remember the girl who 
prayed for Soroush’s healing, 
asking that God would 
encourage her to keep 
praying bravely for others.

Tuesday 4 February 
Pray that SAT-7 PARS staff 
receiving phone calls live on 
air would be filled with grace 
and truth, and be ready to 
respond well. 
 
Wednesday 5 February 
Pray that more Iranians would 
encounter the healing power 
and wonderful love of Jesus. 
 
Thursday 6 February 
Ask that God would send His 
Spirit to minister powerfully 
during church gatherings in 
Iran this weekend.

Friday 7 February 
Thank God that He continues 
to rescue and redeem His 
children! 
 
 “For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.” 
 
(Luke 19:10, NIV)

HEALING IS A MIRACULOUS 
WORK OF ART



PRAY PRAY

Sat-Sun 8-9 February
Thank God for how he 
transformed Hovan’s family.

Monday 10 February 
Pray for Hovan’s daughter to 
grow in faith and become a 
strong woman of God.

Tuesday 11 February 
Pray that Hovan, who loves 
to make Christian videos and 
films, would fearlessly use his 
creative gifts to advance the 
kingdom of God. 

Wednesday 12 February
Pray for the SAT-7 PARS 
production team, that they 
would be equipped to keep 
producing life-changing 
programmes. 
 
Thursday 13 February 
Ask that God would comfort 
the believers in Iran who 
cannot worship freely. 
 
Friday 14 February 
Praise God that children 
play such a big part in His 
Kingdom! 
 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these.’“ 
 
(Matthew 19:14, NIV)

LITTLE GIRL’S FAVOURITE 
SHOW CHANGES FAMILY

Hovan* grew up in a 
strict religious 
environment in 
Iran, but he never 
believed in God. It 
was only when his 
daughter started 
watching a 

children’s show on SAT-7 PARS that Hovan 
became curious about Christianity.

“I grew up learning about religion, but I just couldn’t 
accept it in my heart,” Hovan remembers. “I wanted to 
avoid religious events, and every time someone wanted 
to talk about religion I would debate it with them.”

However, everything changed when his six-year-old 
daughter found a new cartoon programme on TV.

“You know how when little girls find something 
they want to watch, they won’t let anyone change 
the channel!” Hovan laughs. “Our daughter started 
watching a children’s show on SAT-7 PARS. She really 
loved it, so we saved the channel in our favourites so 
she could watch it regularly. Then my wife and I started 
to watch the channel, and we got interested in the 
programmes.”

Hovan and his wife heard about Jesus for the first time 
as they watched programmes on SAT-7. Soon both 
Hovan and his wife decided to follow Jesus. 

Hovan developed a passionate faith and felt compelled 
to share it with others. But when the authorities found 
out he was making Christian videos and films, they 
confiscated his phone and the projects he had been 
working on. Realising that he would not be able to 
worship freely in Iran, Hovan made the difficult 
decision to move with his family to Turkey. 

It’s now been six years since Hovan and his family first 
heard about Jesus on SAT-7. Their lives have been 
completely transformed. “The programmes and movies 
are so helpful to people; we can learn so much from 
them. I can apply the lessons in my own life and I can 
teach them to my children too.” 
 
*Name changed and image used for representation purposes only



Questions about faith, requests for Bibles, and 
messages of  thanks and encouragement make 
up most of  the feedback SAT-7 TÜRK receives 
from its viewers. Surprisingly, however, many 
of  these come from non-Christians. 

Since it began broadcasting, SAT-7 TÜRK has 
been providing its viewers with reliable and accurate 
information about Christianity,  and this is being 
acknowledged by its viewers. “I’m not a Christian,” 
explains Ulvi,* who called the channel, “but I follow 
your channel because I can see it is a clean and honest 
one.” 

Most Turkish people know very little about Christianity 
in Turkey, and there are many misconceptions. It is 
widely considered to be a Western religion, and people 
are generally suspicious of  Christians. 

Being a Christian 
is considered to 
be “un-Turkish”, 
despite the 
region’s strong 
biblical roots; 
only 100 years 
ago Christians 
comprised over 
20% of  the 
population.

Because Christianity is sidelined, many people in 
Turkey are afraid to explore it. Some believers have 
faced isolation from their families, lost their jobs or 
faced opposition to varying degrees. SAT-7 TÜRK 
and its Audience Relations team offer viewers a lifeline 
that gives them not only a chance to express their 
curiosity safely but also to take steps along the road of  
discipleship.

“I’m a well-known person, a businessman,” explains 
Ulvi. “I can’t just go to a church. If  there is anyone 
who would be willing to spend some time talking to me 
about Christianity, I would love to learn more.” 
 
*Name changed for security reasons

PRAY

Sat-Sun 15-16 February 
Pray for Ulvi to be discipled 
well, that people will support 
him and help him to learn.

Monday 17 February
Pray for more non-Christians 
to reach out to the SAT-7 
TÜRK Audience Relations 
team.

Tuesday 18 February 
Pray for SAT-7 TÜRK’s entire 
team to grow together in faith 
so they can be an effective 
witness to Jesus. 
 
Wednesday 19 February 
Ask that God would continue 
to supply all the practical 
needs of the SAT-7 TÜRK 
team. 
 
Thursday 20 February 
Thank God for the country of 
Turkey and all the amazing 
Bible stories that took place 
there.       

Friday 21 February 
Thank God for His patience in 
bringing so many people from 
darkness to light, however 
long it takes. 
 
“The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness.  
Instead he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to 
repentance.” 
 
(2 Peter 3:9, NIV)

CURIOUS ABOUT 
CHRISTIANITY?



PRAY

Sat-Sun 22-23 February 
Worship Jesus for who He is: 
Immanuel, God with us! 

Monday 24 February
Pray for blessings and 
protection for Reza, so he can 
continue to progress in his faith 
and ministry.

Tuesday 25 February 
Pray for Immanuel Church in 
Cyprus, for the believers there 
to be strengthened in love.

Wednesday 26 February 
Pray that God would fill the 
SAT-7 PARS production team 
with energy and passion for 
their work.  
 
Thursday 27 February 
Thank God that He spoke to 
Reza so clearly, and that He 
keeps speaking to us today. 

Friday 28 February
Ask God to guide directors 
of SAT-7 teams all over the 
world, so that His will would 
be done in our ministry. 
 
Saturday 29 February 
Thank Jesus that He is so 
committed to loving His bride: 
us, the Church! 
 
“Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her.” 
 
(Ephesians 5:25b, NIV) 

IMMANUEL, GOD IS WITH US
He was born in Iran. His parents were not 
Christians. He grew up in a time when 
persecution was hitting the Iranian Church 
hard. So how did Reza Jafari (below) become 
the presenter of  new SAT-7 PARS show Signal, 
which inspires and encourages so many 
Christians?

In one word: 
Immanuel.

“I’d never heard 
or known anything 
about Christianity 
or other religions 
until I met a friend 
at school (when I 
was nine or ten). 
My friend’s name 
was Immanuel,” 
Reza explains. 
Little did Reza 
know that his 
friend’s name 
would become so 
significant later in 
his life.

At the age of  15, Reza lost his father suddenly, and some 
dark days followed. “I grew up looking in wrong places 
to fill the voids and gaps in my heart.” 
 
AN UNEXPECTED REMINDER

In his late teens, Reza had an unexpected reminder of  
his old friend. “Out of  the blue, one of  my relatives 
asked me to go with him to a church on Friday,” Reza 
explains. When a friend told him the church was 
named “Immanuel”, he didn’t think it was particularly 
significant. “The first thing that came to my mind was 
my friend’s name at 3rd-grade school”. 

Reza later learned the wonderful definition of  
Immanuel: “God is with us.” But the reality of  that 
statement was about to be thoroughly tested.

Reza Jafari on the 
set of Signal



PRAYAt a national level, a “big wave of  pressure” was 
hitting Christians in Iran. In Tehran, Reza’s home city, 
leaders were forced to call off their services as the risk 
of  arrest was increasing week on week. Reza took some 
convincing from his family that he should move away 
from Iran, but agreeing it was the safest option, he 
relocated to Cyprus.

A few weeks after he moved, he was invited to attend a 
house church. What was its name? Immanuel! Reza’s 
words say it all: “It was a mixed feeling of  ‘wow’ and 
being freaked out as it did not sound a coincidence any 
longer!”

FROM ANGER TO PRAISE 

Reza’s faith grew as he attended Immanuel Church. 
However, a lot of  pain and frustration was building in 
his heart, much of  it relating to his past. A recurring 
knee injury was the final straw and prompted an angry 
outburst at God. But as Reza poured his heart out, 
something amazing happened.

“I noticed that I was sitting on my knees and my knee 
was completely bent, which a few minutes ago and for 
a few years was an impossible thing for me to do!” That 
night Reza surrendered to God. “I knelt, cried and gave 
my heart to Him.”

Soon after this, Reza got a job with Iranian Christian 
Broadcasting, which later became SAT-7 PARS. As 
the years went on, an idea for a new programme was 
developing in Reza’s mind. 
 
SHARING BLESSINGS

“I have realised that one thing we are missing is a 
programme to be a platform” Reza explains, “a voice 
to amplify and echo those blessings from the viewers 
back to the viewers/believers.” 

And thus, Signal was born: a show that amplifies the 
stories of  Christians living out radical faith in uncertain 
times, to encourage their wider Christian family.  
 
Who better to produce it than Reza Jafari?

 
Sunday 1 March 
Pray that the show Signal 
would grow in popularity and 
reach. 

Monday 2 March 
Pray that viewers of Signal 
would be moved to share their 
testimonies, whether it is with 
SAT-7 or their friends and 
family.

Tuesday 3 March
Pray for Joel 2:28 to become 
a reality in Iran: “Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will 
see visions” (NIV). 
 
Wednesday 4 March 
Pray for the Church in 
Iran to grow and become 
stronger, despite very difficult 
circumstances.

Thursday 5 March 
Thank God for his continued 
blessing on the work of SAT-7 
all over the world. 
 
“The LORD has done great 
things for us, and we are filled 
with joy.” 
 
(Psalm 126:3, NIV) 
 
Friday 6 March 
Praise God that He has 
opened the way to His 
presence through Jesus, and 
now we can experience His 
closeness every day! 



PRAY

MAKING GOD’S LOVE VISIBLE 
ACROSS THE MIDDLE EAST  

AND NORTH AFRICA  
THROUGH CHRISTIAN TV 
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DARE TO   

An event for SAT-7 staff and supporters from all over the world. 
Learn how millions of Christians in the Middle East and North 
Africa stay faithful to Christ in difficult circumstances,  
and what SAT-7 are doing in the region.

ANTALYA, TURKEY  
25-27 MARCHNETWORK 2020

BELIEVE

To find out more and book your place, visit  
www.sat7uk.org/pages/network-2020


