
SAT-7 UK AT HOME

We asked three members of  SAT-7 UK, all from different teams, how lockdown has affected their 
work life and personal situation. There is an intriguing pattern in their answers... 
 
 

 
I work from home anyway so lockdown hasn’t been life-changing. I’m also 
shielding because of  past health issues. Although many of  our planned 
conferences, speaking engagements etc., have been cancelled, new 
opportunities have arisen. I have enjoyed developing creative virtual resources 
for churches and organisations to use. Personally, I’ve learned to slow down, 
to listen, and to breathe! Just before lockdown I was ill with stress – so much 
to deal with in personal and work life. God is graciously taking me on an 
adventure through the depths of  Matthew 11:28-30. John Mark Comer’s book 
‘The Ruthless Elimination of  Hurry’ has been a wonderful travel companion.

Our Father, thank you for sustaining the SAT-7 UK team throughout this testing and unusual 
time. Thank you that the team has been able to adapt during the lockdown and has sensed 
your provision throughout. Thank you also for the ongoing generosity of SAT-7’s supporters. 

In particular, please bless Maria, Dave, and Hugh as they go about their daily routines. 
Shower them with your love and ready them for whatever lies ahead. 

In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.

Dave Mann, Partnerships Executive

Maria Rose, Admin Support Officer

Hugh Seager, Intern

I work in the admin team, so a lot of  organisation had to take place to move 
our ‘office’ to our homes. I currently work in my caravan on my drive! We 

are an adaptable team and have re-organised what we do to make it as 
easy as is possible to continue. Some challenges in the beginning were more 

from a personal point of  view, like adjusting to all working from home. In 
the lockdown, I have been hugely blessed by having the space to hear the 

birdsong so clearly in my garden and to have the space to listen to God even 
more, away from the hustle and bustle of  life.

My work life has had to fit within a small bedroom with a rickety side table 
as a desk. It is amazing how quickly you adapt! A few work trips/events I am 
involved in were cancelled so my work is now primarily research-based from 
home. It was disappointing not to travel, yet even in times like these, God 
is using it for His glory and our benefit. You are suddenly faced with much 
more free time than usual and God has been showing me how He is the only 
constant in a world of  such fluctuation and change. What an opportunity to 
seek Him more!



PRAY

T H E  S H O W  M U S T  G O  O N . . .

..............................................................

Wednesday 1 Jul 
Thank God that SAT-7 
has been able to continue 
broadcasting hope-filled TV!

Thursday 2 Jul 
Pray that SAT-TÜRK’s 
programme Homemade will 
make an even bigger impact 
on viewers.

Friday 3 Jul 
Pray for God’s blessing on 
the production team at SAT-7 
PARS’ UK studio. Pray that 
they will find renewed energy 
for God’s work as they return 
to more normal working 
patterns. 

Sat-Sun 4-5 Jul 
Pray that, despite many donor 
and partner visits being 
cancelled, SAT-7’s income will 
meet all the ministry’s needs in 
2020.

Monday 6 Jul 
Ask God to send the right staff 
members to further the work of 
SAT-7 beyond this summer.

Tuesday 7 Jul 
Praise God that He provides 
us with meaningful work to do 
in building His Kingdom.

“For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us 
to do”  
 
Ephesians 2:10 (NIV).

When a “work from 
home” strategy was 
announced in March, the 
studio staff had to reach 
new heights of  creativity 
and flexibility. Nothing 
was going to stop the 
broadcasts.

More than 100 local Christians work in SAT-7’s production 
studios in Cyprus, UK, Lebanon, Turkey, and Egypt. As 
each of  these places  went into their own kind of  lockdown, 
it was not a matter of  if  but of  how the programmes 
would continue. Quite amazingly, all four of  our channels 
continued broadcasting non-stop. 
 
For the most part, core groups of  staff have continued 
to work in the studios. They have been abiding by local 
regulations for hygiene, including routine disinfection of  all 
areas, wearing masks and gloves, and distancing. The Egypt 
and Turkey studios even had detectors installed outside 
their offices to test the temperature of  all entrants; above 
37.5C meant “go home”! 

Some studios were forced to close completely: London’s 
SAT-7 PARS studio shut for three weeks in April. Turkey’s 
SAT-7 TÜRK studio shut for two weeks in May when 
a family member of  one of  the crew came down with 
coronavirus symptoms. Even this didn’t stop the broadcasts! 
Some repeats, and more “live from home” shows, helped to 
plug the gaps. 
 
“We are filming all live content from home and 
broadcasting it on social media as a live stream,” a staff 
member from Turkey shares. “The feedback is strong. 
Homemade [a programme to empower Turkish women] is 
attracting a lot of  attention with the presenter filming from 
home with her husband.” Over in London, the SAT-7 
PARS studio equipped the presenter of  Question Mark with 
cameras, lights and microphones so he could present from 
home!

Many visits and tours from partners and donors have 
been cancelled, but expert guests have still been able to 
participate in programmes, albeit through video calls.  
SAT-7’s studio staff clearly know how to rise to a challenge!

A SAT-7 “Home Studio”



PRAY

..............................................................

Wednesday 8 Jul 
Thank God that people from 
the MENA are coming to 
faith, even in challenging 
times, like Kiarash from Iran.

Thursday 9 Jul 
Pray for Kiarash as he 
requested, that his faith will 
endure and he will stand 
faithfully.

Friday 10 Jul 
Ask the Holy Spirit to stir up 
more questions in our viewers’ 
hearts.

Sat-Sun 11-12 Jul 
Pray that more people in the 
MENA will discover and 
enjoy the amazing peace of 
Jesus.

Monday 13 Jul 
Pray that higher numbers of 
engagement with our viewers 
will lead to a greater maturity 
in their faith.

Tuesday 14 Jul 
Pray for believers in the 
MENA who are doubting 
God’s goodness; ask that 
they will be comforted and 
strengthened.

Wednesday 15 Jul 
Thank God that He reveals 
Himself to anyone who seeks 
Him.

“Ask and it will be given to 
you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be 
opened to you.”

Matthew 7:7 (NIV).

SEEKERS GO DEEPER DURING 
LOCKDOWN 
 
The negative impact of  
the coronavirus continues 
to be heard, seen, felt 
and televised around the 
world. But crises have a 
peculiar way of  opening 
our eyes to what we could 
not see before. 

Although COVID-19 has 
caused a whole catalogue of  
crises, it has also been a catalyst for change. Many people 
are digging deeper and asking new questions. “During 
this pandemic, people are rethinking their priorities,” 
explains Pastor Cem from Turkey. “People fear that due 
to the virus people’s faith will be weakened, but we are 
seeing the exact opposite! Many are turning towards 
God, and I believe they will continue to do so as they re-
evaluate their lives.” 

CS Lewis commented beautifully on this: “Pain insists 
upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our 
pains. It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf  world.” Many 
of  our viewers seem to be listening.

Across all channels there have been massive increases 
in audience engagement. Viewers are calling in to the 
live programmes and messaging our online platforms in 
droves; SAT-7 KIDS’ Facebook user engagement has 
increased by more than 500 per cent! 

Many lives continue to be changed by God in the 
MENA. “It is three days since I have turned to Christ… 
Please pray for me that my faith will endure, and I will 
stand faithfully.” says Kiarash*, an Iranian man. “I have 
been living in darkness for quite some time… Watching 
your programme, I sensed a spark deep within me. I 
have put my future into the holy hands of  Jesus.”

If  there is one thing people are searching for, it is peace. 
How fantastic it is to know the Prince of  Peace! A viewer 
from Tunisia shared this with us: “I like the love and 
peace of  mind I see in the Christians near me. Pray for 
me to find out how to have that peace they say is from 
Jesus.”
*Name changed for security reasons.



PRAY SAT-7’S CORONAVIRUS 
RESPONSE

As multitudes of  businesses and charities were 
shutting up shop, SAT-7 was preparing for take-
off. As growing levels of  discontent left a void of  
wisdom and love in the MENA, SAT-7’s channels 
stepped into the breach, becoming a haven for 
many people during the pandemic. 

Nicoletta Michael, Development Manager at SAT-7’s 
International Office, explains our approach. Firstly, 
she says, “The channels’ response to the pandemic has 
been to prioritise live programmes”. Highly ambitious 
considering the reduction of  our staff due to self-
isolation and how much work goes in to producing 
live broadcasts. But there is something about live 
programming that goes further than a pre-recorded 
show. Live gives a sense of  help being near, of  hope 
being tangible. The audiences at home know that there 
are Christians at hand right now, dealing with concerns 
and offering help – even in direct response to viewer 
questions.

Secondly, whether pre-recorded or live, all channels 
shifted the focus of  their content. Nicoletta shares 
the four areas of  focus: “COVID-19 awareness and 
prevention information, education, physical and mental 
well-being for families and children, and spiritual 
support”. This deeply holistic approach seeks to help the 
whole person, not just one area of  people’s lives.  
 
PERSONAL TOUCH PUSHES NUMBERS UP

With millions of  people stuck at home dealing with 
multiplying issues, SAT-7 has tailored more content to 
directly answer the questions of  viewers. Broadcasting 
live from home has provided a unique way for presenters 
to connect with audiences. Nicoletta shares, “Presenters 
have been reaching out personally to their audiences 
through videos of  encouraging messages recorded from 

Thursday 16 Jul
Thank God for huge increases 
in viewer engagement on 
social media. 

Friday 17 Jul
Pray for the SAT-7 staff who 
run our social media platforms, 
that they will be filled with 
wisdom and compassion 
as they interact with many 
people. 

Sat-Sun 18-19 Jul
Pray for Nicoletta Michael, 
Development Manager at 
SAT-7’s International Office. 
Ask God to guide her in her 
decision-making and fill her 
with strength for the task 
ahead. 

Monday 20 Jul
Pray for God’s blessing on 
SAT-7’s presenters who have 
had the challenging task of 
keeping audiences engaged 
from their own homes. 

Tuesday 21 Jul
Ask the Holy Spirit to turn more 
hearts to God during these live 
broadcasts. 
 
Wednesday 22 Jul
Thank God that He has made 
a way for SAT-7 to continue, 
and even to flourish, in its 
ministry during 2020.
 
Thursday 23 Jul
Pray for SAT-7’s worship and 
theology programmes, that 
they will continue to be a 
lifeline for isolated believers in 
the Middle East.

Petros Mohseni,  
SAT-7 PARS producer



PRAYtheir homes, which are being broadcast on the channels 
as well as on social media.” 

This personable approach may be one of  the reasons 
why audience engagements have climbed so high in 
recent months. SAT-7 ARABIC’s God, fear, and the 
Coronavirus was watched by 160,000 people online;  
SAT-7 PARS saw an increase of  seven times more 
viewer responses after one live show; while  
SAT-7 TÜRK is experiencing its largest ever audience 
engagement numbers since it began broadcasting in 
2015. 
 
HEALTH, HEALTH, HEALTH

Confinement, while protecting physical health, has 
posed a threat to other kinds of  health. SAT-7 channels 
and programmes have sought to bring relief  and 
guidance on a range of  issues. Spiritually, SAT-7 is 
helping Christians with the problems of  isolation and 
discouragement. Home worship broadcasts are lifting 
the heads of  the downcast, theology programmes are 
feeding the spiritually hungry, and Q&A sessions are 
bringing  seekers closer to God. Good hygiene habits 
like handwashing and social distancing are being 
emphasised across the board, while many programmes 
are also tackling the regionwide issue of  bad mental 
health. 
 
SCHOOLING AT HOME

Our education programmes have taken the coronavirus 
in their stride. Take My School, for example, which 
brings hope to the millions of  children out of  school in 

the Middle East 
and North Africa. 
This show has 
been especially 
in demand, with 
most schools 
closed across the 
region. These 
fun, high-quality 
20-minute lessons 

in primary-level Arabic, Maths, Science, English and 
French, mean that children are learning through TV, 
not just being entertained (or distracted!). 

A young Algerian boy got in touch with us to say, “I 
constantly watch the programme My School for the 
English language and have improved in reading ...  
We love you so much.”

Friday 24 Jul
Pray for children who learn 
from My School. Pray that their 
education will open up doors 
for them, leading to a brighter 
future. 

Sat-Sun 25-26 Jul
Pray for viewers who have 
called in to live shows to share 
their questions and anxieties. 
Ask that the Holy Spirit will 
lead them to the answers they 
need. 

Monday 27 Jul
Pray for Iran, the first country 
to be hit by a second wave of 
the coronavirus. Pray that God 
will enable Iranians to endure.  

Tuesday 28 Jul
Pray for all our viewers who 
have been directly impacted 
by COVID-19. Pray that they 
will be comforted and know 
God’s love for them.  

Wednesday 29 Jul
Ask for the Holy Spirit to fill the 
hearts of SAT-7’s International 
Management Team, who meet 
quarterly to guide the work of 
SAT-7. 

Thursday 30 Jul
Pray for the presenters of My 
School to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Friday 31 Jul
Thank God for the truth of His 
closeness, even in dark times.
“The LORD is near to all who 
call on Him” Psalm 145:18a 
(NIV).

My School


