ANTHONY FROM SYRIA
SHARES A HEARTFELT PRAYER

PRAY

SAT-7 KIDS viewer Anthony recently called in
to popular children’s programme Bible Heroes
to share a prayer in which he brought all his
concerns to God:

Friday 1 January
Join Anthony in his prayer for
all those in need in Syria.

Hi, Karen and Elie, how are you?
I’m Anthony Attia from Syria. Today I want to pray for all
the needy and the water crisis happening here in Al Hasakah.
Lord Jesus, if you will, end the water crisis happening here
in Al Hasakah and take the coronavirus from the world.
Lord, don’t let the explosion in Lebanon happen again. I
thank God that the SAT-7 crew were not hurt.
Thank you Lord, Amen.
(Al Hasakah, in northeastern Syria, suffered water
shortages throughout 2020 as the supply was turned on
and off several times.)

Sat-Sun 2-3 January
Pray for presenters Karen and
Elie, that God will continue to
fill them with His kindness and
love for children.
Monday 4 January
Praise God that Bible Heroes is
planting His Word in children,
and join Elie in his prayer that
it will yield fruit throughout their
lives.
Tuesday 5 January
Thank God that, since
the advent of COVID-19,
engagement with SAT-7 KIDS
programmes like Bible Heroes
has seen a remarkable
increase.
Wednesday 6 January
Pray for those in Syria
who are still experiencing
water shortages, or don’t
have access to other basic
amenities, that God will
provide for their needs.

Every Thursday evening, hundreds of viewers like
Anthony wait to call in live on Bible Heroes. Presenters
Elie Awwad and Karen Khoury enthusiastically engage
the children in discussions about Bible characters
and what can be learnt from them, and in a quiz
competition with prizes.
Karen and Elie’s passion for sharing the Word of God
with children shows in their genuine interactions with
callers, who range from children who never miss
Sunday School to those who have never attended
church. “When we first started this in 2014, we didn’t
realise the effect it would have on children. Now, I see
how God has blessed our viewers,” Elie says. “Bible
Heroes plants His Word in children, which will yield fruit
in their lives later on.”

Thursday 7 January
Pray that more and more
young viewers like Anthony
will feel confident enough
to call in to the show and
express their thoughts, feelings
and prayers.
Friday 8 January
Praise God that we can come
to Him through Jesus with all
our heartfelt needs, and He
always hears us and provides
for us.

PRAY
Sat-Sun 9-10 January
Pray that schools around the
world will be able to return to
normal safely this year.
Monday 11 January
Pray for Middle Eastern
children with limited or no
access to technology, that they
will still be able to receive an
education.

SUPPORTING FAMILIES
THROUGH A TOUGH SCHOOL
YEAR
Amid rising COVID-19 cases in many countries,
Middle Eastern families are dealing with
varying degrees of disruption to the school
year. In a region where many already faced
barriers to attending school, SAT-7 ACADEMY
is a lifeline of support, helping bridge gaps
in primary education and between parents,
children and teachers.

Tuesday 12 January
Praise God for SAT-7’s
ACADEMY educational
programmes and the important
gap they fill.
Wednesday 13 January
Pray for Middle Eastern
parents, that they will know
how best to support their
children as they learn from
home.
Thursday 14 January
Pray for the estimated 15
million children who were
already unable to attend
school in the MENA because
of conflict, crisis and poverty.
Friday 15 January
Pray for Middle Eastern
teachers as they work hard
to teach children in difficult
circumstances.
Sat-Sun 16-17 January
Pray that there will be
positive long-term effects of
the pandemic on children’s
education, rather than
negative – that it will inspire
them with a lifelong passion for
independent learning.

“We started school online, but I have internet problems
at home during classes. I also have a great deal of
homework after school hours,” says Sandra, a viewer in
Kuwait, on SAT-7 KIDS. Viewer Theresa also shares
that she is finding virtual learning difficult. “We lost
direct contact with my teacher. I was hoping to return
to school for communication with them,” she says.
RAPID CHANGE
As in schools and families across the world, pupils in
the MENA are having to adapt rapidly to new ways of
learning, with many schools either fully or partly online.
But many families in the region are having to navigate
these changes while living with entrenched poverty,
economic crisis or a lack of technology to access
schooling. In the very worst of these situations, the
combined effect of these conditions can drive children
to despair and desperation.

Having pioneered primary education programmes by
satellite television and online for several years, SAT-7
ACADEMY has been ideally placed to offer Arabiclanguage distance learning. Programmes cover literacy,
maths, science, and foreign languages. Since the
beginning of the pandemic, viewer engagement with
SAT-7 ACADEMY has increased by 330 percent!
SPACE TO TALK
In response to the fears and questions many families
have about the new school year, SAT-7 ACADEMY
is also providing expert support to parents. Parenting
advice programme The Coach took live calls about
virtual learning in a recent episode, allowing parents
to ask for advice. Some shared their worries about
connectivity problems and lack of teacher interaction,
while working parents expressed concern about leaving
their children alone at home with a laptop or iPad.
Ihab Maged, counsellor and presenter of The Coach,
also guided parents on how best to support their
children. “This is a revolutionary era, and parents
must adapt as soon as they can to help their children
be education-seekers instead of passive learners. The
parents’ role now is to guide their children, not monitor
them awaiting grades,” he explained.
“I’M NOT AFRAID ANYMORE”
Meanwhile, presenter
Marianne Awaraji (right)
ministered to the needs of
SAT-7 KIDS’ youngest
viewers on her programme
Allo Marianne. She encouraged
children learning at home
to limit other screen time,
practise sports, and safely
meet with their friends in
small groups in order to
help their emotional and
psychological wellbeing.
Steven, a viewer of the programme, called to say, “The
first day of school I was worried about going and about
wearing a mask, and a little afraid that others wouldn’t
take precautions. But after some time, I got used to it
and I’m not afraid anymore.” Another viewer, Abdel,
also called in: “I’m a little afraid to go back to school
because of the coronavirus. But we must have faith.”

PRAY
Monday 18 January
Pray particularly for children
who are anxious because
of coronavirus or scared to
return to school. Ask that God
will fill them with His peace.
Tuesday 19 January
Thank God for the parenting
advice programme The
Coach and the expert support
it provides to parents.
Wednesday 20 January
Pray for The Coach presenter
and counsellor Ihab Maged,
and thank God that he is
using his expertise to serve
and help others.
Thursday 21 January
Thank God for the way
that Marianne Awaraji is
ministering to young children
on her programme Allo
Marianne. Ask that the show
will have a positive impact
on children’s emotional,
pyschological and spiritual
wellbeing.
Friday 22 January
Praise God that SAT-7
ACADEMY viewer
engagement has increased
by 330 percent since the start
of the pandemic! Pray that
God would bless each person
represented in these numbers
and that they will continue to
engage with SAT-7.

SAT-7 TÜRK CASTS SPOTLIGHT
ON ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION

PRAY
Sat-Sun 23-24 January
Praise God that SAT-7 TÜRK
addresses pressing rights
issues that may otherwise be
overlooked.

Addressing the appalling practice of modern
slavery, SAT-7 TÜRK programme World View
challenges Christians and churches to act. The
show is also raising awareness of labour rights
abuses and the increasing pressure on the
lives of working people as Turkey’s economy
deteriorates.
“We often think of slavery as a historical problem that
was based on race and has already been solved,” shares
presenter Volkan Er. “Unfortunately, serious cases of
slavery, exploitation and the abuse of labour rights
continue to happen today.”
While Turkey tackles an agenda of domestic and
foreign politics, a deepening economic crisis, wars in
neighbouring countries – as well as the pandemic –
World View highlights important rights issues that are
in danger of being overlooked. “As Christians, we have
a responsibility,” says presenter Senem Ekener. “If
exploitation or abuses exist in our environment, we
should raise awareness within society.”
The presenters explain that approximately 40 million
people across the world are victims of modern-day
slavery. A large majority – 71 percent – of victims are
women and girls.
“509,000 of these cases occur in Turkey, so we cannot
claim that this is a problem that happens only in other
countries,” says Ekener. “We need to stand against all
kinds of abuse.”
“Our faith does not allow for circumstances in which
we can be a part of this suffering,” adds Er, presenting a
Christian response to these issues and expressing a need
to act. “We see God’s promise of freedom very clearly in
the Bible. The Church has one goal: to be Christ’s loving
hands and to show God’s love to the world.”

Monday 25 January
Please pray that viewers of
World View will be moved
and empowered to stand up to
any exploitation and abuses
around them and be examples
of God’s love in Turkey.
Tuesday 26 January
Pray for the approximately
40 million people around
the world who are currently
enslaved, that God will bring
them freedom.
Wednesday 27 January
Pray particularly for women
and girls who are victims of
slavery, that God will free and
restore them.
Thursday 28 January
Pray that Christians around the
world will rise up to challenge
modern-day slavery and
demand its end.
Friday 29 January
Pray that as Christians, we will
live up to our calling to “Speak
up for those who cannot speak
for themselves, for the rights of
all who are destitute. Speak up
and judge fairly; defend the
rights of the poor and needy.”
(Proverbs 31:8-9, NIV)
Sat-Sun 30-31 January
Thank God for SAT-7’s Turkish
channel, which speaks His
truth into society.

pray

WITH US THIS LENT
17 FEBRUARY – 4 APRIL 2021

People across the MENA face
restrictions on their freedom of
religion and belief. And yet, every
year, SAT-7’s viewer support teams
receive thousands of messages
from viewers telling us how they
came to faith, asking questions,
and wanting to find out more
about Jesus.
This year’s Lent resource,
Free to believe, shares 40
messages from these viewers
with you, one for each day
of Lent – from all across the
Middle East and North
Africa – and invites you to
pray for them.
To sign up for the Lent resource or find
out more, visit:

sat7uk.org/lent
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