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Monday 1 March
Praise God that Secret of Life is 
teaching Persian speakers the 
truth according to His Word, 
to help them in their personal, 
civic and spiritual lives.

Tuesday 2 March
Pray for Shoaib Ebadi, the 
Afghan pastor who presents 
Secret of Life. Ask God to bless 
him and give him wisdom as he 
guides and disciples viewers. 
 
Wednesday 3 March
Pray for justice for those 
who are oppressed and 
marginalised in Afghanistan, 
including ethnic minorities, 
women and Christians.

Thursday 4 March 
Lift up Afghan refugees in 
Iran, and pray for social and 
national change so their rights 
will be upheld.
 
Friday 5 March
Pray earnestly for peace in 
Afghanistan between different 
ethnic groups and an end to the 
conflict that has caused millions 
of people to flee.

Saturday 6 March
Thank God that SAT-7’s Persian 
channel is providing a voice for 
the voiceless, and is furthering 
Jesus’ work of love.

Sunday 7 March
Praise God that He loves all 
people equally, regardless of 
their background, ethnicity, skin 
colour, gender or status.

SPEAKING OUT FOR 
MINORITY RIGHTS
As refugee and minority rights remain under 
threat in Iran and Afghanistan, Middle Eastern 
Christians on SAT-7 counter discrimination with 
a message of  God’s love and justice.
“Whether we are Pashtun, Tajik, 
Hazara, Uzbek, or Turkmen, 
all of  us are made one in Jesus 
Christ,” shares Shoaib Ebadi 
(right), presenter of  Secret of  Life, 
a Dari-dialect biblical teaching 
programme produced by Pamir 
Productions for SAT-7 PARS. 

The show, which mixes practical teaching for everyday 
living with easy-to-understand Bible exposition, recently 
devoted an episode to advocating for minorities. “The 
Lord looks on us with the same outlook, seeing every 
one of  us as a human being,” adds Kassra, a special 
guest on the programme. “The colour of  your skin 
makes no difference to the Lord. Your nationality does 
not matter to the Lord.”

This episode of  Secret of  Life reaches out to those who 
face discrimination while urging all viewers to show 
tolerance and work to redress injustice. “As Christians 
claiming Jesus as our example, we must be like Him and 
love all people,” Kassra challenges them. 

Broadcast across the Farsi- and Dari-speaking region, 
Secret of  Life’s message reaches both oppressed minorities 
within Afghanistan, and Afghan refugees living in Iran. 
In the last 40 years, the country has been torn apart by 
conflict, leading to ethnic and ideological divides and 
causing nearly three million Afghans to flee the country 
since 2001. According to the UNHCR, there are almost 
a million Afghan refugees in Iran, but despite sharing a 
culture with Iranians and having similar traditions, they 
are often treated as second-class citizens.

Through programmes like Secret of  Life, SAT-7 seeks to 
ensure minority rights are promoted and protected – 
and in doing so, bring God’s kingdom on earth.

“Love can change everything,” Kassra says. “Love can 
transform the human mind and thoughts and values. 
It can resolve an issue that has been the same way for 
decades or centuries, and in resolving it, it can bring it in 
line with the Lord’s plan.” 
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Monday 8 March 
Praise God for Samia and her 
heart for isolated Algerian 
women.

Tuesday 9 March
Pray for rural women, like 
Samia’s friend, who feel totally 
hopeless and desperate. Ask 
God to meet with them and 
give them His hope.

Wednesday 10 March 
Thank God for the programme 
Despite All, and ask that it 
will bring a form of fellowship 
and comfort to housebound 
women.

Thursday 11 March 
Praise God that satellite 
television showing SAT-7 is 
available even in the most 
rural parts of Algeria, and 
pray that it will provide a 
refuge to those with no other 
support or fellowship. 
 
Friday 12 March 
Pray for all who work at SAT-7 
ARABIC, that they will continue 
to identify and address the 
needs and heart cries of their 
viewers.

Sat-Sun 13-14 March
Pray for a change in Algerian 
family culture, so that 
unmarried women would be 
allowed to live their lives freely 
and not be forced to stay at 
home.

HOPE FOR RURAL ALGERIAN 
WOMEN “BORN TO DIE”
In this moving blog, SAT-7’s Algerian producer 
Samia Kessai shares how the challenges of  life in 
North African villages leave women saying, “We 
were born to die.” Through her programmes, 
Kessai wants to show that God says these 
women deserve life – and life in abundance.

“I have seen nothing in my life. I first opened my eyes here, 
in my parents’ house, and 41 years later, I am still here.”

This is the story of  a friend of  mine. She lives in a 
village in Algeria, she is not married, and when I first 
met her, she had never, ever left her parents’ house. 
Why? She had no opportunity. She is illiterate. She 
cannot go out to study, to meet anyone or even to go 
shopping. She is 41 years old. And because she is not 
married and cannot get a job elsewhere, society obliges 
her to stay at home.

This life of  isolation, of  pressure from family and 
society, is the situation of  many, many women in small 
villages. Early marriage is often the result, with girls 
accepting the first offer of  marriage the family receives, 
for fear of  missing their only chance to leave the house 
where they were born. For some, there is the constant 
risk of  violence from family.

In addition, most rural women live in poverty. They 
often cannot read or write, having never attended school 
and having worked in the fields from a young age. Their 
families have been subsistence farmers for generations, 
scratching out a living while unable to grow enough fruit 
or vegetables to sell.

I cannot express how these women are suffering. They 
suffer on every level: from isolation, stigma from society, 
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only surviving, not living. One told me, “We were born 
to die. Not to live. Not to live a good life.” When we 
were last in the area, we heard that a woman nearby 
had killed herself  at age 38. The problem was the same 
– her family did not want her to leave the house.

As for my friend, I shared the Gospel with her four 
years ago, and praise God – she became a Christian. 
But even within her home, she faces restrictions. 
Her mother knows she is a believer, and she burned 
the Bibles I gave her. There is no church my friend 
can access, and she has no internet. She has a lot of  
questions, but no answers.

FROM DEATH TO LIFE

My friend tells me that her only refuge is Christian 
television. This is true for many isolated women – and 
this is why I produce women’s programmes for SAT-7 
ARABIC. Our new programme, Despite All, shares the 
stories of  women believers from Algeria and Tunisia.

The subjects are determined by the stories we receive 
from local women – single motherhood; divorce; child 
marriage; breast cancer. In each episode, we share 
a woman’s story and dive deeper into the issue with 
discussion and facts. Then, we offer encouragement by 
explaining what the Bible says. Finally – crucially – we 
share the testimony of  a woman who struggled with the 
same problems and found hope in Christ.

So many of  the women I speak to have no hope. We 
want to show how God can change these women’s 
lives “despite all”. When a woman says, “I was born to 
die,” she is waiting for nothing; she is desperate. This 
programme will encourage that woman and lead her to 
find hope in Christ.

One viewer of  our programmes, who is blind, said to 
me, “I cannot see anything, but I can feel everything. I 
can imagine the woman sharing her testimony on the 
programme and how God is moving in her life.” I cried 
when I heard her words.

My prayer is that God will reveal Himself  to these 
women – that He will meet them amid their suffering 
and struggle, and turn the existence they are living – 
which is like a form of  death – to life. 

 
Monday 15 March 
Pray particularly for girls 
who feel trapped into child 
marriage. Ask God to 
intervene in their lives and 
give them a way out.

Tuesday 16 March 
Pray for healing for Middle 
Eastern women who are 
struggling with ill-health. Ask 
that they find support through 
SAT-7, and vital access to 
healthcare.

Wednesday 17 March
Praise God for the brave 
women who have shared 
their testimonies on Despite 
All, and ask that their story 
will resonate with and impact 
many other women. 
 
Thursday 18 March 
Pray for the Church in Algeria, 
which faces many restrictions 
and challenges.

Friday 19 March 
Pray for Algerian Christians 
who cannot access teaching 
or Bibles, that God will 
minister to them directly by His 
Spirit. 
 
Sat-Sun 20-21 March 
Praise God that He turns 
death into life!

“Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

(1 Peter 1:3, NIV)



PRAY
..............................................................

SAT-7 TURNS 25

Monday 22 March
Thank God for his faithfulness 
to SAT-7 over the past 25 
years – and SAT-7’s amazing 
growth from just two hours a 
week to four 24/7 channels! 
 
Tuesday 23 March 
Pray for the online events 
happening this week to 
commemorate the anniversary. 
Ask that those who attend will 
be inspired by SAT-7’s work 
and plans. 
 
Wednesday 24 March 
Pray that our annual 
gatherings such as NETWORK 
will be able to resume in 
person in 2022! 
 
Thursday 25 March 
Pray for SAT-7’s founder, Dr 
Terence Ascott, and CEO Rita 
El-Mounayer. Ask that He will 
continue to guide Rita and her 
team as they lead SAT-7 into 
the future.

Friday 26 March 
Pray for the next 25 years of 
SAT-7! Ask that God’s will 
is done through through the 
organisation, and pray that 
even more people across the 
MENA will come to know Him.

2021 marks 25 years since SAT-7’s first-ever 
broadcast – 25 years of  making God’s love 
visible to millions of  people across the MENA. 
To commemorate, SAT-7 is planning an 
extraordinary year! 
Starting on 31 May 1996, SAT-7 aired just two hours 
of  Arabic-language programmes each week. With very 
limited equipment and space, it took five hours to film 
only ten minutes of  the first programme!

Looking back to those early, pioneering days, SAT-7 
founder Dr Terence Ascott says, “When we first 
launched, we were hoping to have a full-time channel 
eventually. But in multiple languages: Arabic, Turkish 
and Farsi? I thought if  we ever managed that it would be 
amazing. I couldn’t really see how we would get there, 
but we had to try!” 

From just two hours of  programming a week,  
SAT-7 has grown over the last quarter of  a century into 
a network of  four channels, each broadcasting 24/7 in 
three main languages (Arabic, Farsi and Turkish) to an 
audience of  over 25 million people.   

“Throughout 2021, we will 
be looking back over our 25 
years of  ministry and asking 
‘Where are we now?’” says 
SAT-7 International CEO Rita 
El-Mounayer. “We’ll also be 
looking forwards at how SAT-7 
can help transform individual’s 
lives and communities and 
encourage a new future for the 
region. It promises to be an exciting year and we so look 
forward to sharing it with you!”

In place of  our usual NETWORK conference, SAT-7  
will be hosting a series of  online events this week to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary. Featuring news from 
flagship programmes, guest speakers and live studio 
presentations hosted by channel and office staff, these 
events will take an inspiring look at SAT-7 past, present 
and future. 

For details of these events, please see our website: sat7uk.org

CELEBRATING A QUARTER OF A CENTURY
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Rachel Fadipe 
Executive Director

Giving a voice to the people of the 
Middle East and spreading the word 
about SAT-7 is a real privilege! I am very 
fortunate to work with a wonderful team 
and it’s a great joy to see them fulfil their 

potential in support of God’s kingdom. My day-to-day role is 
very varied, from strategy and vision, health and safety and IT 
challenges, to talking to supporters.

I would really appreciate prayers for me as I seek to lead 
SAT-7 UK in a God-honouring way, being good stewards of 
the resources He has given us. Please pray for those who are 
leading SAT-7 around the world, many in very challenging 
contexts. Thank you for standing with SAT-7 and partnering 
with us in God’s work.

Martin Thomas 
Director, External Engagement

My heart has always been about helping 
people to discover their place in God’s 
mission and to learn from the amazing 
lives of Christians from other parts of the 
world – so working for SAT-7 definitely 

fulfils that call! Every day has something new; from working 
on a strategy to build new partnerships, to drafting scripts to 
present a new campaign or appeal. 

I really enjoy working with a great team to communicate 
effectively to our faithful supporters as well as trying to think 
of creative ideas to reach out to new ones. Over much of 
2020 I worked from my little attic office in Oxfordshire, often 
joined by my cats for SAT-7 devotions. I’d really appreciate 
prayers for resilience and wellbeing in 2021 and for us all as 
we work through the challenges of a new year.

The next team to feature under our spotlight is the 
Senior Leadership Team – the big-picture thinkers 
and strategists who guide the team and keep us moving 
forwards! Over to Rachel and Martin to tell us more 
about their roles: Sat-Sun 27-28 March 

SAT-7 UK is also headed up 
by a brilliant board of trustees, 
who are responsible for the 
governance and overall strategic 
direction of the charity. Please 
join us in thanking God for our 
trustees, and pray that God will 
fill them with His wisdom, energy 
and vision.

Monday 29 March 
Pray, as Rachel asks, that she will 
be able to lead SAT-7 UK in a 
God-honouring way. Praise God 
for her leadership.  
 
Tuesday 30 March 
Pray for resilience and wellbeing 
for Martin, and thank God for his 
passion for spreading the word 
about SAT-7! 
 
Wednesday 31 March 
Pray for SAT-7 leadership 
around the world, that they will 
feel His guiding hand and be 
equipped to meet whatever 
challenges they face.

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
TEAM SPOTLIGHT
SAT-7 UK


