
Iran

    FACT FILE 
 
Population: 82 million | Capital: Tehran 
Bordering: Afghanistan, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Pakistan, Iraq 
Biggest exports: Oil, plastics, steel 
Famous for: Art, architecture, history, poetry, Persian spices 
 
 

     A CLOSER LOOK 

 
Iran is one of the hardest places to be a Christian. Apart from a few Christian ethnic minorities, 
Christians are not allowed to meet in churches at all or share their faith. However, research in 
2020 suggests that Iran has over one million Christians, many of whom meet in secret “house 
churches” in people’s homes.   
 
There are severe threats to Christians who are found to be practising their faith. House church 
leaders and members in particular risk prison sentences, loss of jobs, and heavy fines for 
following Jesus. Iran is undergoing some other serious troubles, too. Its economy is struggling 
massively – partly due to sanctions imposed by the USA; many of its people are protesting 
about social issues such as the unequal treatment of women and minorities; and young people 
are especially frustrated by the government’s strict rules and limited job opportunities. 
 
         

        SWITCHED ON WITH SAT-7 
 
SAT-7’s TV Channel SAT-7 PARS broadcasts in Persian, the main language in Iran. In June 
2022 they started a new Instagram live programme called Sanctuary of the Heart that 
helps people to pray. “Our viewers are often unsure as to how to pray,” shares Ashraf, the 
presenter of the show. “We want to show viewers how to pray and encourage them to pray 
for themselves and others. We want to open their eyes to the role of prayer in our daily 
lives, to challenge them, and to enter into a conversation with them so that they may be 
encouraged and will be able to encourage others as well.”

QUESTIONS FOR 
STUDY 
 
What are some of the social 
issues in Iran? 
 
How easy is it for Christians to 
meet and worship in Iran? 
 
What dangers do Christians 
face in Iran?

Over the last 12 years, 
I have had no access 
to a church, and it 
is through teaching 
clips from SAT-7 
PARS and really good 
programmes that I 
have grown. These are 
transforming the home 
of a believer into a 
church.” 
 
Mazdak, viewer from Iran



Egypt

    FACT FILE 
 
Population: 100 million | Capital: Cairo  
Bordering: Sudan, Libya, Israel, Gaza Strip 
Biggest exports: Oil, plastics, electricals, textiles 
Famous for: The Nile River, the Pyramids of Giza, ancient history 
 
 

     A CLOSER LOOK 
 
Around ten per cent of the Egyptian population are Christians but they still face 
restrictions on practising their faith, especially if they have converted from Islam 
to Christianity. Although the current president of Egypt has taken steps to ease 
prejudice against Christians, in many communities Christians are isolated and face 
discrimination. Christians and churches have often suffered attacks by violent mobs, 
kidnappings and even church bombings. Despite this, people in Egypt still have 
much more freedom and opportunity to practise their Christian faith than in other 
parts of the Middle East.  
 

 

        SWITCHED ON WITH SAT-7 

 
SAT-7 has a studio in Cairo producing many programmes. Surveys have shown that 
SAT-7’s largest audience is in Egypt. SAT-7’s channel SAT-7 ARABIC broadcasts 
a live church service from Kasr El Dobara – a thriving evangelical church in Cairo 
– every Friday. The studio also produces lively children’s shows for the SAT-7 KIDS 
channel and makes youth programmes and even sitcoms. These programmes give 
a very public voice to the Egyptian Church in a place where people cannot always 
share their Christian faith directly with their neighbours.

QUESTIONS  
FOR STUDY 
 
What problems do Christians 
in Egypt face? 
 
Why do you think SAT-7’s 
largest audience is based in 
Egypt? 
 
Why do live televised church 
services benefit Christians in 
Egypt? 

I am so grateful to the 
Lord that he uses this 
satellite channel to 
reach the unreached 
and our family because 
we have no church. 
I pray for abundant 
blessings to all the 
members of this 
channel, and those who 
support and fund.” 
 
Karam, viewer from Egypt



Algeria

    FACT FILE 
 
Population: 43 million | Capital: Algiers  
Bordering: Morocco, Mali, Tunisia, Libya, Niger,  
Mauritania, Western Sahara 
Biggest exports: Oil, fertilizers, chemicals 
Famous for: The Sahara desert, dates, olives, clementines 
 
 

      A CLOSER LOOK 
 
Algeria had many churches between 500-700 AD but after Arabic invasions in the 
7th century, many people eventually converted to Islam. France controlled Algeria 
from 1830 to 1962.  Since independence, a large and growing number of Berber 
(non-Arab) people have become Christians. Until recently several thousand new 
believers were baptised every year. This means there are lots of new and young 
families following Jesus in Algeria. However, the government have made it very hard 
for churches to register their meeting places. In the last five years it has closed many 
of their buildings so they are unable to meet.   

      SWITCHED ON WITH SAT-7 
 
SAT-7 broadcasts church services and other programmes, including a children’s 
show, to help people to discover the Bible and learn more about following God. 
SAT-7 producer Samia Kessai says, “The Algerian Church is like the Early Church. 
People here have open hearts and open hands. When the Berber people accept 
the Lord, they give everything to God. When church doors are closed, the need for 
these broadcasts is huge.” In the programme Free Souls, new Christians in Algeria 
share how they came to know Jesus. Now in its sixth series, the producers have 
filmed the testimonies of over 120 believers. Some became Christians after 
Jesus appeared to them in dreams and visions. Others found faith through other 
believers and Christian media such as SAT-7.

QUESTIONS  
FOR STUDY  
When did Algeria become an  
independent nation? 
 
What have you learned about 
the “Berber people”? 
 
Why have SAT-7 programmes 
become more important in the 
last five years? 

I’m from a different 
background but I’m 
happy to be in touch 
with you. Thank you. I’m 
very excited that I talked 
with you. I love you very 
much. You’re truly kind 
and your words are 
exceedingly beautiful.” 
 
Reema, a SAT-7 viewer 
from Algeria who got in 
touch with SAT-7’s viewer 
support team. They helped 
her understand how Jesus’ 
love sets us free from guilt.



Turkiye:
    FACT FILE 
 
Population: 85 million | Capital: Ankara  
Bordering: Greece, Bulgaria, Georgia, Azerbaijan,  
Armenia, Syria, Iran, Iraq 
Biggest exports: Vehicles, machinery, steel 
Famous for: Sweet treats like Baklava and Turkish Delight;  
patterned carpets and rugs 
 
 

       A CLOSER LOOK 
 
Türkiye is a vast country and one which appears a lot in the Bible’s Book of Acts. 
Some of the first churches existed here but today Christians in Türkiye make up less 
than 1% of the population. Türkiye doesn’t usually allow new churches to be built 
so Christians generally meet in historic buildings or rented rooms. Türkiye does not 
allow any Christian training colleges for clergy. The first new church to be built since 
the 1923 founding of the Turkish Republic is due to open this autumn in Istanbul. 
Many people in Türkiye have never met a Christian or heard about Jesus’s death and 
resurrection. The main religion is Islam and many people are suspicious of Christians 
and say they cannot be true Turks.  

 

          SWITCHED ON WITH SAT-7
 
Many people in Türkiye believe strange things about Christianity because there are so 
few Christians to explain their beliefs. This is why SAT-7’s television programmes are 
so important. They are providing truthful information explained by Turkish Christians 
and broadcast interesting programmes teaching about Christianity and culture. 
Homemade, a programme shown on the channel SAT-7 TÜRK, aims to inspire 
female viewers all over Türkiye to be creative, realise their full potential and share 
their stories to help others.  

QUESTIONS  
FOR STUDY 
 
How many countries does 
Türkiye border? 
 
Why do many people 
know little or nothing about 
Christianity in Türkiye? 
 
What difficulties do Christians 
in Türkiye face?

One day I was so 
troubled that I wanted to 
pray, and I realised that 
I wasn’t able to! I was 
crying because of it. Then 
a voice came from one 
of the TVs in the other 
room, reading the prayer 
of our Father in heaven. I 
ran and looked and saw 
SAT-7 TÜRK. I’m so glad 
I have you... There are 
so many young people 
watching you ... Your 
service is invaluable.” 
 
Umut, viewer from Türkiye


