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“As I write these lines, I am 47 
years old,” Alborz said.  “But the 
story of my faith begins with my 
father’s life in Afghanistan... 

“My father Farid was a man who 
served the people. You could say he 
was like a doctor. Anyone who was in 
pain, he bandaged their wounds, gave 
them medicine. It didn’t matter to him 
whether that person was a friend or an 
enemy; my father brought them home, 
showed them kindness and treated their 
wounds.”

Long before Alborz had his own 
children – years before they would 
grow up watching SAT-7 PARS 
children’s programmes – his father, 
Farid, lived a life of quiet dignity. And, 
yet, at that stage, Farid’s kindness was 
not rooted in Christian faith. That came 
later, through an unexpected encounter 
that altered the course of the family’s 
future forever...

BELIEF BEGINS

One day, Farid met a Russian soldier 
who spoke Persian. The soldier handed 
him a Bible. “My father began to read 
it,” Alborz explains. “And from that 
moment he came to faith in Jesus Christ.”

Danger followed this newfound faith, 
and Farid had to flee. But during his 
escape, armed men accosted him. 
“While he was kneeling on the ground, 
someone pointed a gun at his head to 
kill him,” Alborz says. “At that moment, 
his little son – my brother – ran and put 
his finger inside the barrel of the gun. 
The man started crying. And my father 
survived.”

Understandably, Farid moved his young 
family to Iran. 

From his earliest days Alborz recalls 
his father speaking of his faith: “My 
father always told me, ‘Jesus Christ is 
the true and real way,’” Alborz adds, 
“But I never listened to him.” Instead, 
the young man looked elsewhere for 
fulfilment: “In search of the right way, I 
tried everything. But I found no peace,” 
he said.

Eventually, when Alborz was 17, 
everything came to a head. 

“I was helping people at my house 
of worship, distributing food. I saw 
they had prepared a full dish for an 
important person. But for a poor person, 

they prepared a dish with very little. I 
couldn’t stand it. I smashed both dishes. 
Everyone got angry and beat me 
severely, to the point where I was about 
to die.”

Alborz fled home, straight into the arms 
of Farid. “He embraced me and said, 
‘Jesus Christ knows your pains. He is 
a God who loves everyone equally’.” 
In that moment, years of searching 
suddenly gave way to certainty. “Right 
there, at 17,” Alborz recalls, “I gave my 
heart to Jesus Christ.”

A DEVASTATING COST

Later, the family returned to Afghanistan, 
determined to serve others despite 
the danger: “We built roads, houses 
and baths for people, dug wells and 
provided places for those who had no 
money to marry.”

But their faith came at a devastating 
cost. Alborz’s brother – a 25-year-old 
engineer who openly shared the Gospel 
and gave half his earnings to the poor – 
was kidnapped by the Taliban after his 
faith was discovered. He was brutally 
tortured. “In the end, they killed him,” 
Alborz said.

Understandably, the grief consumed 
Alborz. For a long time, forgiveness felt 
impossible. “Feelings of hate became 
my constant companion,” he admits. 
“The anguish and bitterness that filled 
my being took its toll and soon I found 
myself with no friends. Even at home 
I did not speak with kindness to those 
around me.”

For three years Alborz struggled to 
accept his brother’s death. “My father 
told me that I must forgive my brother’s 
killers or it would destroy my life,” he 
said.

Then, one day, while reading Matthew 
5:4 – “Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted” – the Lord 
touched Alborz. “After that, I cried, 
knelt down, repented and forgave my 
brother’s enemies.”  

The compassion that Farid had shown to 
others was taking root in his son.

REBUILDING FROM SCRATCH

Violence and threats eventually forced 
the family to flee once more – this time 
to Tajikistan, where they built home 
churches, distributed Christian materials, 
and continued serving others quietly.

of Afghanistan’s 
population is  
Christian — about  
7,000 people, the 
fewest in the region.
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It was also there that Alborz’s three 
children grew up watching SAT-7 PARS. 
The eldest child, Armita, wrote regularly 
to her favourite children’s programmes, 
developing a deep connection with 
presenters. Again and again, SAT-7’s 
Viewer Support team prayed alongside 
the family through uncertainty and fear.

“Our life was rebuilt from scratch,” says 
Alborz. “But God was always with us.”

SAFE AT LAST

Today, after years of hardship and 
threat, Alborz and his family are finally 
safe in a western country. And the faith 
that began with one man being handed 
a Bible in Afghanistan has now travelled 
across countries and lives: from father 
to son, and from Alborz to his own 
children.

“We will continue to serve and share the 
word of God with others,” Alborz says. 
“In all hardships, the Lord never left us.”

The story of Farid and Alborz stands 
as a reminder that faith is the strongest 
of legacies: a refuge in fear, a light in 
darkness, and a hope strong enough to 
carry entire families through the hardest 
of times. 

*All names have been changed and 
images used for representation only

AN AFGHAN 
FATHER’S 
LEGACY  
OF FAITH

The faith of Farid* from 
Afghanistan survived 
persecution, danger, exile 
and even the murder of his 
own son. A refuge in times 
of fear, a light in seasons of 
darkness, this generational 
faith shaped not only the life of 
his children, but also the lives 
of his grandchildren – a legacy 
that endures to this day. Farid’s 
surviving son, Alborz, recently 
shared the family’s remarkable 
story with SAT-7 PARS. 

PASS IT ON

Like Farid, you 
could pass on 
the greatest 
news ever 
told to future 
generations 
when you leave 
a gift to SAT-7 in your Will.  
Find out more, including how to 
write a Will for free, at:

sat7uk.org/giftsinwills

“IN ALL  

HARDSHIPS,  

THE LORD  

NEVER LEFT US”
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THEN... . . .AND NOW

YOUR SUPPORT BRINGING JOY

1996

One of our first ever regular 
givers, Marion Osgood, explains 
why she first caught the vision for 
SAT-7 back in 1996...

Hello, I’m Marion and I’ve 
lived in London all my life. 
For many years, my husband 
Hugh and I pastored a church 

here in Bromley. We’ve always 
had a strong overseas focus, and have 
arranged and taken part in many 
mission and vision trips.

I first heard about SAT-7 back in 1996. 
Terry Ascott, SAT-7’s founder, held a 
promotional meeting at Crofton Baptist 
Church, where his family had been 
based. It was amazing to hear his vision 
firsthand – I never doubted it would be 
a success. We started supporting the 
ministry from that very first meeting, and 
still support SAT-7 today.

From the beginning, SAT-7 has 
identified both the spiritual needs of the 
people of the MENA, and the direction 
of technology within its cultures. 

...And one of our newest joy 
bringers, Phil, shares why he felt 
prompted to start giving regularly 
to SAT-7 earlier this year...

Hi, I’m Phil. I’m married to Deb 
and we live in Cheshire. We 
have two adult children and 
one grandchild. I’m retired from 

paid work but still very much 
not retired from serving the Lord! 

At present I’m helping lead an Alpha 
course, and have just got involved with 
an organisation that distributes Bibles in 
the UK and further afield. 

We’ve known about SAT-7 for many 
years, after visiting stands at various 
Christian events over the years. 
We recently felt a prompt from the 
Holy Spirit to start supporting SAT-7 
financially, as we know that many 
people in the MENA have no access to 
a church, but do have access to satellite 
TV and other technology. 

We also know that throughout church 
history, God’s people have always 
made use of the latest technology – 
such as the printing press – to reach 

people for Christ. So we love that SAT-7 
is utilising the newest technologies 
to transmit the Gospel even more 
effectively. 

What has most excited me about 
SAT-7’s ministry is that, although the 
countries it works in may be hostile to 
the Gospel, the work knows no borders. 
The programmes SAT-7 produces 
can share the Gospel to those who 
have never heard it before, as well 
as building up those who already 
follow Christ. The [SAT-7 TÜRK youth 
discussion programme] Around the 
Campfire has especially appealed 
to me – I can really see the value of 
mentoring younger generations.

Looking ahead to the next 30 years, my 
prayer for the Middle East is that Jesus 
will continue to “build His church” in the 
MENA and that “the gates of Hades 
will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). I 
pray that God will help and provide for 
SAT-7, and continue to be at the heart of 
everything it does. And I pray that more 
countries in the MENA will be able to 
say, “Blessed in the nation whose God 
is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). 

I have travelled extensively in the 
region, so I have learnt this first-hand. 
Perhaps the best example of this was 
when I did a SAT-7 sponsored trek in the 
Atlas Mountains in Morocco in 2009. 
As we trekked through many remote 
villages, we could not miss the forest 
of satellite dishes across the rooftops in 
even the most isolated communities!

Looking back over SAT-7’s thirty years, 
it’s been a privilege to see how the 
ministry has grown. We visited the  
SAT-7 studio in Lebanon in 2016, 
which was the first time I had ever seen 
the inner workings of a TV studio. I 
was totally impressed watching a live 
children’s show, and an international 
phone-in taking place. By then, SAT-7 
was also broadcasting in Turkish and 
Persian, which was way beyond the 
original 2 hours a week in Arabic.

I pray that SAT-7 will continue moving 
forwards, and that it will remain both 
culturally relevant and spiritually vital 
– as it has since that first meeting over 
thirty years ago.

Above: Marion takes part in a sponsored trek for 
SAT-7 in the Sinai Desert, Egypt, 2007

30300 GIVERS
x £30 A MONTH

x 3 YEARS
= £300,000+

COULD YOU BE OUR 
NEWEST JOY BRINGER?
Thanks to regular givers like 
Marion and Phil, SAT-7 has the 
strength and stability to stand 
with viewers for the long-term, 
reminding them they are not alone. 

To celebrate 30 years of SAT-7, 
we are calling for 300 new joy 
bringers to pledge to give £30 a 
month for the next three years and 
beyond, which could generate an 
extra £300,000 for SAT-7. 

Scan the QR 
code or visit 
sat7uk.org/joy 
to join the 
challenge!

2026
16  | |  17



SWITCHED ON

18  |

CONTINUE SAT-7’S STORY WITH A GIFT TODAY

Your faithful support has helped 
shape the Church across the MENA, 
and the impact will be felt for 
generations to come.

Yet our story is far from finished. Millions 
of people are still longing to hear 
the life-changing truth of the Gospel. 
And with your continued help, our 
programmes can meet this need.

As we look to the future with hope and 
faith, would you prayerfully consider a 
gift today, so that many more hearts and 
homes can be reached in Jesus’ name? 

Thank you, from all of us at SAT-7 UK 
and across the MENA region. You are 
continuing SAT-7’s story – making 
God’s love visible today and for 
generations to come.

BE THERE FOR SAT-7 VIEWERS TODAY

£18 
provides an 
hour of vital 
follow-up 
support for 
viewers.

£27
supports one 
hour of powerful, 
faith-filled 
broadcasting on 
SAT-7.

£45
supports one hour of 
broadcasting and one 
hour of prayer or biblical 
guidance as needed  
by not-yet believers.

TO GIVE
Scan the QR  
code or visit  
sat7uk.org/insight

THE SAT-7 Bookshop
ADVENT 2026:  
THE SAME HOPE (FREE) 

Whatever we are facing, whether we 
are in the MENA or the UK, we all 
have access to the same hope through 
our coming Messiah. Join us for daily 
reflections with real stories from the 
MENA, to fill your heart with hope 
during the Christmas season.

1 2

3 5

4

Whether you’re looking for your next inspiring read, an uplifting daily devotional,  
or something fun for the kids, SAT-7’s bookshop has a resource for you... 

I CHOOSE HOPE BY RITA 
EL-MOUNAYER (£TBC)

Rita tells the extraordinary story of 
how a child of war became the CEO 
of SAT-7. From growing up in war-
torn Lebanon to sharing the Gospel 
with millions, I Choose Hope reminds 
us that even in the ruins of war and 
personal loss, God’s love can still 
build something eternal. 

DARE TO BELIEVE! BY 
TERENCE ASCOTT (£7)

Dare to Believe! combines the birth 
and growth of SAT-7, alongside Dr 
Terence Ascott’s exciting personal 
story of living through civil wars, 
kidnappings, detentions, and 
deportation, and also the courageous 
witness of Middle East Christians.  

30 STORIES OF HOPE 
(FREE)

Here at SAT-7, we have tens of 
thousands of conversations a year 
with people from across the MENA 
and from all walks of life. We bring 
you 30 real stories from SAT-7 
viewers – from Morocco to Tajikistan 
– showing how God is at work in 
people’s lives across the region. 

A VERY MIDDLE EASTERN 
BIBLE ATLAS (£5)

Join us on a journey to the lands of the 
Bible with our brand new children’s 
colouring and activity book! You’ll 
meet the real people who live in the 
real lands where your favourite Bible 
stories took place, with stickers, maps, 
codebreaker puzzles and more.

3

4

1

2

5

SHOP

For all these 
resources and 
more, visit our 
web shop! All 
profits will go 
towards SAT-7’s 
ministry. 

shop.sat7uk.orgPrices don’t include postage and packaging, which will be calculated at checkout. Some items are 
available for pre-order and will be shipped at a later date. 

INSIGHT30 YEARS OF SAT-7

|  19



The Bible tells the real stories of 
real people who lived in real 
part of the world called… the 
Middle East and North Africa! 

With plenty of maps, colouring, 
puzzles, codebreakers, fun 
facts, prayers and more, 
you’ll discover the real places 
where your favourite Bible 
stories took place – and 
meet the real people who 
live there today.

Order now for just  
£5 (plus P&P) at: 
sat7uk.org/bible

£5
(plus P&P)


