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NEWS AND PRAYER

PRAY

Monday 23 April
Thank God for Marianne and 
Rawad, and pray for God’s 
blessing on their marriage.

Tuesday 24 April
Pray that the wisdom shared 
in From Heart To Heart would 
deeply impact viewers and 
transform their relationships.

Wednesday 25 April
Thank God that SAT‑7 ARABIC 
is addressing the real issues that 
viewers face, even when they 
are difficult to talk about.

Thursday 26 April
Thank God that people are 
opening up and seeking advice 
through the show.

Friday 27 April
“Husbands, love your wives 
and do not be harsh with 
them” (Colossians 3:19). Many 
viewers, particularly men, are 
dealing with anger issues. Pray 
that they would be given grace, 
humility and peace.

Sat-Sun 28-29 April
Pray for any couples you know 
who are getting married soon. 

Monday 30 April
Pray that couples across the 
Middle East and North Africa 
would put God at the centre of 
their lives and relationships.

HELPING VIEWERS BUILD 
RELATIONSHIPS THAT LAST
As divorce rates skyrocket in the Middle 
East, new programme From Heart to Heart is 
encouraging couples to open up about their 
struggles. The show’s married presenters bravely 
share their own issues and bring a biblical 
perspective to relationships.

“People want to feel free to talk about their struggles,” 
says Marianne, who presents the SAT-7 ARABIC show 
with her husband Rawad. “When they hear another 
couple talking about theirs, they think, ‘I am not alone. 
I can share.’ And that is how we build each other up.”

Marianne and Rawad have been 
together for 10 years, and speak with 
great honesty on the show about the 
problems they have faced, such as 
financial struggles and anger issues. 
Viewers are also encouraged to 
share, and Rawad says the response 
has been remarkable. “It is a great 

blessing that people are talking so honestly,” he says. 

Each episode also features advice from a counsellor, 
along with gameshow segments to help lighten the mood. 

Above all, the presenters advise couples to keep God at 
the centre of  their relationships. “This is the key,” says 
Rawad. “When you read the Word of  God, He is saying, 
respect your wife as you love yourself. If  you truly love 
God, you can do it. Even though sometimes I am angry, 
because I love God I will compromise, be humble, and 
ask my wife to pray with me.”

Marianne added that strong relationships must focus on 
communication and quality time, and that compromise 
is key. She encourages young couples to think, “It’s not 
about me anymore… it’s about us. I choose us.”

Sunday 1 April
Happy Easter! Thank God 
for the new life that Iraniana 
believers like Taghi and Babak 
have found in Jesus. 

Monday 2 April
Thank God for technology 
such as the Telegram app, 
which makes it possible to 
equip Iran’s churches and 
isolated believers. 

Tuesday 3 April
Pray for the SAT‑7 PARS 
team, and thank God for the 
powerful impact of their work. 

Wednesday 4 April
Pray that many more Persian‑
speakers, like Babak, would 
stumble across SAT‑7 PARS 
and experience God’s love.

Thursday 5 April
Pray that our response teams 
would have wisdom to guide 
those who ask for support.

Friday 6 April
Pray that isolated believers 
would be able to connect 
with each other, even if only 
virtually through apps like 
Telegram, to build each other 
up in their faith.

Sat-Sun 7-8 April
Thank God for the growth 
of the Iranian church. Pray 
it would continue to flourish, 
even under pressure.
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COMMUNICATING WITH 
IRAN’S UNKNOWN BELIEVERS
There are unknown numbers of  believers in 
Iran. For those with no one to talk to about 
Jesus, SAT-7 has become not just a television 
channel but also a virtual pastor, church and 
friend through social messaging app Telegram.

Telegram is the most popular messaging app in Iran, 
with over half  the population active on the platform. 
Through Telegram, our Persian team is able to offer 
one-to-one support and provide much-needed Christian 
resources in a secure way, directly to viewers’ phones. 

One viewer, Taghi, had no church and no Christian 
friends to speak to, so he was overjoyed to see SAT-7’s 
Telegram number appear on his screen. “When I sent 
you a message I didn’t think you would answer, but 
when you did, hope and a warm feeling ignited in me,” 
Taghi said. 

There are unknown thousands of  isolated Iranian 
believers like Taghi – some estimates suggest there may 
even be as many as 700,000. 

Another of  these Iranian 
believers, Babak, got in touch 
to tell how he had met Jesus 
through a friend, who had since 
left the country. “I was feeling 
very alone until a few days ago,” 
Babak said. “I was zapping 
through the channels and came 

across SAT-7 PARS.” The SAT-7 PARS team was able 
to connect with Babak on Telegram, and offered him 
the support and resources he so desperately needed.

Thank God for this vital channel of  communication, 
and pray it would continue to be an encouragement to 
believers throughout Iran.
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Monday 9 April
“Your word is a lamp for 
my feet, a light on my path” 
(Psalm 119:105). Thank God 
that He has given us the Bible 
to teach us how to live. 

Tuesday 10 April
Pray that young viewers 
of Chat-o would find the 
answers they seek to help 
them overcome their everyday 
struggles.

Wednesday 11 April
Thank God for the creativity 
of the SAT‑7 team, that they 
are listening to children’s 
needs and answering them in 
a fun and engaging way.

Thursday 12 April
Thank God for the lessons we 
can learn from the heroes of 
the Bible, and pray that their 
stories would resonate in 
young viewers’ lives. 

Friday 13 April
Pray that, as children learn 
about God through the Bible 
stories on the show, they will 
put their trust in Him. 

Saturday 14 April
Pray for children who have 
lost loved ones, that God 
would draw near to them and 
comfort them.

Sunday 15 April
Pray for children who are 
lacking good role models in 
their lives. Ask God to provide 
them with positive and godly 
influences.

Monday 16 April
Thank God for SAT‑7’s 
Turkish channel, which 
broadcasts God’s love to 
Turkish speakers around the 
world.

Tuesday 17 April
SAT‑7’s international 
conference, NETWORK, is 
taking place in Turkey this 
week. Pray for safe travels for 
the SAT‑7 UK staff and others 
who are attending.

Wednesday 18 April
Spend some time praying for 
Gökçe and thank God for her 
faith amidst troubling times.

Thursday 19 April
Pray for isolated believers 
across Turkey, that they would 
find comfort, strength and 
hope from watching SAT‑7.

Friday 20 April
Thank God for the new series 
of Prayer Season, which aims 
to help viewers pray and 
follow God’s will in their lives.

Saturday 21 April
The average person in Turkey 
spends 4.5 hours a day 
watching television. Pray that 
whilst watching TV, many 
more would stumble across 
SAT‑7, as Gökçe did.

Sunday 22 April
There has been a Christian 
presence in Turkey since the 
days of the early Church. 
Thank God for Turkey’s rich 
Christian heritage, and pray 
that, after many years of 
decline, Turkey’s Christian 
population would begin to 
grow and thrive again.

NEW SHOW GIVES EGYPTIAN 
CHILDREN SPACE TO SPEAK
New SAT-7 KIDS show Chat-o seeks to answer 
the everyday questions of  Middle Eastern 
children by turning to the guidance of  the Bible 
and its heroes. 

Growing up in the Middle East can be tough for 
children, particularly when they have no one to turn 
to for advice. “Children ask why they lost their loved 
ones, others ask why they are weak. They have many 
questions,” said Andrea Zakaria, the show’s producer.

“Through the stories of  Bible heroes, children should 
be able to find answers to their concerns,” he added. 

A SAT-7 film crew travelled across Egypt to meet 
children and find out their questions, problems and 
fears. The children were then invited to the studio, 
where they acted out Bible stories, received guidance 
from a counsellor, and met with a fictional Grandma, to 
help them find the answers to overcome their problems.  

In one episode, David, a ten-year-
old boy from Upper Egypt, asked 
how he should go about making 
good friendships. He acted out 
a scene from the story of  the 
biblical David and his friendship 
with Jonathan, and then joined 
on-set counsellor, Dr Youssef, to 
gain his perspective.

“The friends that we choose must have morals and 
ethics,” Dr Youssef  advised. “Some people might 
have a negative influence on you. The Bible says, ‘Bad 
company corrupts good character.’”

In answering the real questions of  young Egyptians 
on television, Chat-o hopes to bring biblical wisdom 
and trustworthy friends directly into the homes of  a 
generation of  Middle Eastern children. 

“We want to give the children a message that no matter 
what challenges they face, they can always find their 
refuge and answer in the Bible,” Zakaria said. “The 
Bible is alive and its teaching is applicable to our 
everyday life.”

LIVES CHANGED IN TURKEY
Although Turkey has a rich Christian heritage, 
there are now less than 200,000 believers left in 
the country. Centuries of  discrimination, social 
pressure and attacks have caused the Christian 
population to dwindle, and the few remaining 
believers often have to practise their faith alone.

Many Turkish believers, like their Iranian brothers and 
sisters, are completely isolated and keep their faith a 
secret even from their closest family. For them, SAT-7’s 
Turkish channel can be the only spiritual guidance and 
encouragement they receive. 

One such isolated believer, Gökçe, recently called our 
response team to share her story. She was watching 
Prayer Season, a popular series that teaches viewers to 
pray, when she felt God speak directly into her heart:

“I came across you by 
chance. The topic of  
the programme was 
about loyalty, telling how 
gracious and loyal God 
is. My mother and father 
were divorced when 
I was young, and my 
mother raised me. I lived 

my life without a father and was in a constant battle 
with my mother. She never allowed me to do anything.

“I never saw my father and I wanted to get away 
from my mother as soon as possible. That’s why I got 
married to escape from home at the age of  18. I regret 
that because my husband is constantly tormenting me, 
and we do not even love each other. I’m a Christian 
but I can’t tell him or anyone else.

“As I watched your show today, the loyalty of  God and 
His grace that is present in any situation has relieved 
my heart very much and I want to thank you for that. 
Bless you.”

For believers like Gökçe, SAT-7’s Turkish channel is a 
lifeline. Pray that God will continue to be at work in her 
life even amidst the hardships she faces, and pray that 
believers across Turkey will hear God’s voice and be 
encouraged in their faith.


