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“Hope

of all the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation ,
joy of every

longing heart.”

FROM “COME THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”, CHARLES WESLEY

Welcome to
Advent Prayer.
The darkness of a UK December is deep. On some days
the daylight seems hardly to have broken through before it
weakens and wanes away.
Against that gloom, the glow of Christmas lights looped
around trees and strung across houses, shops and churches
brings welcome comfort.
The power of light to pierce the thickest darkness is
thrilling.
For millennia, people have searched out stars to help navigate
their way. The Magi from the east were drawn to the Messiah
by the light of the star which rose over his birthplace in
Bethlehem. Its message was one of unimagined blessing and
breakthrough: “The true light that gives light to everyone was
coming into the world” (John 1:9).
In similar vein, the writer of the letter to the Philippians tells
his readers, “Then you will shine… like stars in the sky
as you hold firmly to the word of life” (Philippians 2:1516). Many might wonder how an ordinary person could shine
like a heavenly body. But when we turn towards the God we
love, we begin to reflect Him – and the energy and joy of His
goodness illuminates us.

It is that irrepressible hope that SAT-7 beams into hearts
and homes across the Middle East and North Africa. It
seems particularly fitting that satellites now shining
alongside stars in the night sky are being used by
SAT-7 to make God’s love visible in the region. By His
grace, our TV programmes lift people’s weary spirits through
worship, deliver life-shaping teaching and offer isolated
believers a longed-for sense of fellowship.
As you travel through this Advent, we invite you to
make time to stop and pray, using a daily reflection
for inspiration. The journey to Christmas Day will take
us through three countries: Iran, believed to have been the
place from which the Magi set out to find the new King;
Egypt, a place of refuge for Jesus and His parents at a time of
acute danger; and Turkey, birthplace of St Nicholas, whose
generosity has inspired the giving of countless Christmas gifts
over the centuries.
In these pages you’ll find many touching stories of hope from
the region where hope itself was born just over 2,000 years
ago. But it’s a region still in desperate need today. So this
Advent, let’s lift our prayers to God, the “hope of all
the earth.”

SETTING THE SCENE:

WHY DOES IRAN NEED HOPE?
hope of...

Iran

With a repressive government, faltering economy, rampant drug
abuse and fractious relations with the West, many Iranians are
running out of reasons to hope. But in the midst of such despair, the
people of Iran are turning to Christ in growing numbers.
Iran is perhaps best known for
its distinctive Persian culture and
language, for being the largest
Shia Islam majority nation, and
for its ongoing tense and complex
relationship with the West.
Iranians live under a repressive
government that restricts human
rights in many areas, including
freedom of religion. As a result,
most of Iran’s Christians meet in
secret house churches or live as
isolated believers.

Capital: Tehran
Official language: Farsi (Persian)
Population: 81 million
Religion: 99.4% Muslim,
0.6% Other (includes Zoroastrian,
Jewish and Christian)
SAT-7 in Iran: SAT-7’s Farsilanguage satellite TV channel,
SAT-7 PARS, has been broadcasting
since 2007 and reaches Iran,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan.

Everyday life for the people of Iran
has become even harder of late.
The economy is at crisis point and
many are struggling to make ends meet, even while working several jobs.

Yet despite all the challenges, Iran has one of the fastest-growing churches in
the world! People are hurting and are looking for answers beyond the beliefs
and ideologies they have inherited, creating a crucial and unprecedented
opportunity to share God’s love.

IRAN

SAT-7 is meeting this timely need and supporting both believers and
seekers through its Farsi-language teaching, prayer, worship, and children’s
programmes, as well as through secure online chatrooms and a committed
audience relations team.
The only true hope for Iran is that its people will come to know Jesus.
Over these first few days of Advent, let’s join with Iranian believers
and pray for God to move powerfully in Iran.
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DECEMBER 1: HOPE IN THE WAITING TIMES

DECEMBER 3: FAITHFUL UNDER PRESSURE

“We wait in hope for the LORD: he is our help and our shield.”

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
PSALM 33:20

Advent is a time of waiting. Our attention is focused on Christmas Day and the
much-anticipated moment when we share a feast, fun and gifts with the people we
love. That waiting, followed finally by a burst of joy, echoes the world’s long wait
for the promised Messiah.
Across the Middle East and North Africa many are only too familiar with waiting:
Syrian refugees aching to go home, women yearning for change in their status and
treatment, children longing for the re-opening of their schools.
No matter how endless the wait may seem to an excited child, Christmas Day has a
habit of arriving. But how do we wait “in hope” for bigger breakthroughs that are
desperately wanted but in no way guaranteed?
Perhaps the answer is to keep our eyes fixed on the One who kept His promise and
came to live among us. Thank God that He offers all who believe – wherever in
the world we live – the certain hope of one day being reunited with Him.

DECEMBER 2: WISE MEN COME TO WORSHIP
“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’”
MATTHEW 2:1-2
Matthew chose the Persian term “Magi” to describe these travellers from the east,
and tradition holds that they came from Persia – or modern-day Iran. An arduous
journey and questioning by a hostile authority brought them finally into the presence
of the royal child.
Iranians today who follow Jesus and long to celebrate His birth also face close
surveillance and high risk. Waves of arrests and attacks sadly only worsen in the runup to Christmas.				
But, just like their Persian predecessors,
growing numbers of Iranians are finding
themselves compelled to seek out God’s
Son, regardless of the dangers along the
way. The Magi brought their treasure to the
new king, and were rewarded with wonder
when they came face to face with Him.
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Pray that many more across Iran
today would be prompted to begin
their own personal journey to find
and worship the King.

ROMANS 12:12
Iran is one of the most dangerous places in the world to be a follower of Christ. Many
meet secretly in each other’s homes, and many more are utterly isolated. Informers are
vigilant and ruthless, and believers cannot even risk raising their voices as they worship.
People lose homes, jobs and even custody of their children because of their faith.
But the country is also home to one of the fastest-growing churches on earth.
Iranian Christians may face violence and intimidation, but their faith is spreading
quickly and widely. We know that more than 1.5 million people watch our Persian
language channel regularly.
SAT-7 programmes act as a lifeline in bringing teaching, encouragement and
longed-for fellowship directly into the homes of believers under pressure across
Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan.
Please pray that God will use our broadcasts to inspire viewers with the
strength to be joyful, patient and faithful in the face of affliction. Praise
God that, while it may not be audible here, not a single prayer or whispered word
of worship is missed in heaven.

Truly the work of SAT-7 is a great service
to believers in the Lord like me who are
under pressure and persecuted. When I
see these servants of the Lord I am truly filled
with joy, as I hear the right explanations of the
Word of God… A number of us believers in the
Lord have this message for you: if they close
down our church and we have no access to our
leaders, you, our dear heroes, are standing for
us. You are feeding us with the best, and if it
was not for you perhaps our faith might
have been extinguished.”

SOLMAZ, IRAN
IRAN 9

AN IRANIAN CHRISTMAS
OMEED JOUYANDÉ, COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER AT SAT-7 PARS

Many Iranians enjoy Christmas
as a festive season. In the capital,
Tehran, Christian pastry shops, usually
owned by Armenians, are well-lit and
well-stocked with Christmas trees, gifts
and cards. Even businesses owned by
non-Christians will sell trees and flowers
for Christmas.
In some parts of the city you will see
Christmas trees in the windows, and
in Isfahan, a city in central Iran with a
famous church, there are some streets
where many Christians live and there is
a palpable Christmas atmosphere.
But for most Iranian believers,
Christmas must be celebrated in secret.
Underground churches meet together in
small groups and, if discovered, are at
risk of persecution.
One Iranian Christian recalls: “We
gather in our house church and
play worship songs on a CD, or
watch a satellite TV programme.
We put up a small tree, and if we
have a worship leader they lead
us in worship – but very quietly. If
a house is deemed safe, we might clap
with two fingers. The pastor might give
a message, and talk about Christ’s birth

and what He did for us. At times we use
blankets to soundproof doors for extra
security. ”
Sometimes, a believer might bring a
spouse or a family member so they can
see for themselves what Christians are
celebrating. They find out about the
symbolism of the tree, the lights and the
star. They hear about the Magi, and are
amazed to find out there were Persians
at the birth of Christ!
While times are hard for Christians in
Iran, the Christmas season is at its core a
message of hope and joy. It points hardpressed believers to the birth and the
work of Jesus, and reminds them that
He will come again.
“My heart for Iran is simple,” one
Iranian believer told me. “After all the
things that have happened during the
last 40 years, I hope that Iranians hear
the message of Christ. I hope that
when freedom comes, millions of secret
believers in Christ, like seeds hidden
under the earth, would blossom... I hope
for Iran to point the way to the Lord.”
Below: The snow-covered Alborz mountains of Tehran,
Iran (Alexander Mazurkevich/Shutterstock)

DECEMBER 4: HOPE THROUGH HARDSHIP
“What strength do I have, that I should still hope?
What prospects, that I should be patient?”
JOB 6:11
Reeling from grief and physical pain, Job’s question is not rhetorical. It’s a visceral
cry from the depths of suffering. Whatever our circumstances, we’re likely to be
familiar with loss – maybe through mental strain, bereavement or personal crisis.
Sometimes that experience leads to a loss of hope itself.
Our fellow believers in Iran, who risk losing livelihoods, friends or family
members because of their faith, also struggle with seemingly hopeless situations.
A gifted and resourceful man, Job learned through his experiences that the hope
he longed for was not to be found in his own strength. But he did find an answer
to his question, and it interrupts a list of his woes with startling clarity – and hope:
“I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.”
(Job 19:25)
Little in life is certain, but Job finds that God’s faithfulness is unfaltering. Pray for
all those living with loss or fear today to find true security in the hope
that only God offers.

After coming to faith in Christ
my life massively improved.
There are difficulties still,
but now, with help from the
Holy Spirit and the Word,
I know why I endure the
difficulties and I am not lost
or confused.”

HADI, IRAN
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DECEMBER 5: THE HOPE OF FREEDOM
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
LUKE 4:18-19
The voice of the long-awaited Messiah, quoting from Isaiah, declares the purpose
for which He came: to bring freedom to all who are trapped, and release into the
fullness of life in Christ.
Drug and alcohol addiction in Iran is rife – and only getting worse. Numbers of
addicts have more than doubled in the last six years. The damage to those who
become dependent, and those who love them, is incalculable.
SAT-7 PARS documentary Crystal Death highlighted this human cost, but also
celebrated the testimonies of those who, even in the depths of addiction, have
found healing through Jesus.
This has prompted viewers to share story after story of people miraculously set
free from dependency, like Pooneh, below. Praise God for His power to heal
when all hope seems gone, and ask for many more to find release
through Him. Is there anything you need freedom from at this time? Ask God to
reveal it to you, and to break its chains over your life.

DECEMBER 6: YEARNING FOR HIS COURTS
“How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord.”
PSALM 84:1-2
The intensity of the Psalmist’s longing for the Lord’s house is captured powerfully
in these words. In contrast, it’s all too easy to take for granted our own freedom to
gather with our church family.
But Christians in Iran share this yearning to be with other believers in “the courts
of the Lord”. Earlier in the year, SAT-7 PARS programme A Girl’s World invited
children to send in pictures of their hopes and dreams. One young Iranian viewer’s
drawing showed people simply going into a church – expressing her heartfelt
desire to one day worship God openly with others. Another viewer wrote in to ask,
“Since we have no churches in our city, what should I do next to learn more about
Christ?”
Thank God for the freedom we enjoy to worship, and ask that the
children of Iran and their families will also soon be free to celebrate
their love for God in His courts – safely, openly and joyfully.

DECEMBER 7: A LIGHT HAS DAWNED
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.”
ISAIAH 9:2

My husband has been sober for three
months, thank you for your prayers.
Please continue with your prayers for
him. May he stay strong and sober
and may the Lord use him to serve
others in the same bondage and
glorify the Lord.”

POONEH, IRAN

Many Iranians feel they are living in a “land of deep darkness” today. International
tensions are rising, human rights abuses are rife and many young people are leaving
the country. The national currency is in freefall, making imported goods like
medicines prohibitively expensive, and slashing the value of people’s savings. With
the worst drought in 50 years and summer temperatures reaching 45-55°C, water
shortages and power cuts have triggered violence. People are increasingly fearful
and in despair about the future.
SAT-7’s programmes are created to reflect the light of the Gospel directly into
homes across Iran. One viewer wrote, “Every day the programmes give me energy,
strengthen my faith, and bless me – especially the teachings such great people
provide. They give me a ray of hope in this darkness.”
Pray for hope for all Iranians exhausted by these pressures. Ask that
God would bring an end to this suffering and cause a new light to dawn
across the country.
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SETTING THE SCENE:

WHY DOES EGYPT NEED HOPE?

Egypt
hope of...

The Egyptian people are facing youth unemployment, widespread
poverty, an unstable economy and continuing human rights violations.
But Egypt is also home to the Middle East’s largest Christian population
– and despite violent attacks in recent years, the Egyptian Church is
faithful and thriving.
Politically, the last seven years have
been volatile ones. Egypt removed
its president after mass popular
demonstrations in 2011, and Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi, a former general, is
now in his second term as president.
Massive inflation and a huge drop in
tourism since the revolution have had
a devastating effect on the Egyptian
economy, hitting the country’s
poorest and youngest citizens the
worst. Many of Egypt’s young people
have no choice but to emigrate and
seek work opportunities overseas.

Capital: Cairo
Official language: Arabic
Population: 97 million
Religion: 90% Muslim,
10% Christian (majority Coptic
Orthodox, other Christians include
Armenian Apostolic, Catholic,
Maronite, Orthodox, and Anglican)
SAT-7 in Egypt: Over 5.5 million
people in Egypt watch SAT-7’s
Arabic satellite TV channel – its
largest audience anywhere in the
Arab world. SAT-7 ARABIC has a
studio in Cairo.

The Egyptian Church – like many
in the region – has a deep sense
of its history in its homeland. The
apostle Mark is said to have founded
the indigenous Coptic Orthodox
Church, and the country also has an active Evangelical population. Sadly, Egyptian
Christians have been targeted for violent attacks in recent years, including church
bombings and the abduction of Christian women.

EGYPT

But safety concerns have not stopped Egyptian believers from attending church or
serving their communities, and many of those affected by the attacks have been
vocal in their forgiveness for the perpetrators. SAT-7 ARABIC provides a platform
for these voices of peace and hope, and seeks to build up and encourage the
Egyptian Church in its faithful witness to those around them.
Join us in praying for the nation of Egypt over the coming days – that
amidst trying times, the Egyptian people would turn to Jesus and put
their hope in Him.
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DECEMBER 8: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON”

DECEMBER 10: THE WONDER OF THE WORD

“When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’
he said, ‘take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you,
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’ So he got up, took the child and
his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod.
And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called
my son.’”
MATTHEW 2:13-15

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
JOHN 1:14

Egypt plays a crucial role in the Christmas story. It was there that Jesus and His
parents found safety and sanctuary when home became a hostile place. Egypt
is still home to millions of refugees today – some Syrian and Iraqi, but most
Sudanese. Many have fled brutality only to be met with further abuse.
Refugees are no longer our global neighbours; many are now our neighbours
locally. SAT-7 has created resources to help you welcome people seeking sanctuary
in your own community. Visit sat7uk.org/community to find out more.
Pray that all those fleeing danger would find their ultimate refuge in
God.

DECEMBER 9: CALLED TO ONE HOPE
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.”
EPHESIANS 4:3-6
Egypt’s minority Christian community has been the target of many vicious
attacks. Living under that daily pressure can lead to tensions and division.
Although most Egyptian Christians are Coptic, they also include Catholics,
Baptists, Pentecostals and others in their numbers. Pray for their protection
and for a move of the Spirit to bring an unprecedented unity amongst
them – and across His church worldwide.
Despite our different denominational styles or practices we all share the same
hope in Jesus. Take a moment to reflect – do you ever feel a sense of spiritual
pride in your own chosen church? Try joining an Advent service at an unfamiliar
church and be deliberate in seeking to bless the wider body of Christ where you live.
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Egypt’s Coptic Christians celebrate
Christmas on 7 January, following a strict
43-day vegan fast. Forty days of the fast
correspond to the time Moses waited to
receive the word of God on Mount Sinai.
The remaining three days traditionally
commemorate the miraculous moving of
Al-Moqatam mountain in Cairo after a
period of united fasting and praying by
Egyptian Christians in the tenth century.
It’s a sober and special time for believers
to cut distraction, dig deep and turn their
attention to the wonder of the Word
become flesh who came to make His home
among us.
SAT-7 will be broadcasting Egyptian
church services in the run-up to and on
Orthodox Christmas Day on 7 January.
Please pray that Coptic Christians
would meet powerfully with the God
they seek so sincerely during this
time of fasting – and that through them
many more would glimpse His glory.

Coptic artwork depicting the
Nativity scene

“Today, the virgin bears Him Who is transcendent,
and the earth presents the cave to Him Who is beyond reach.
Angels, along with shepherds glorify Him.
The Magi make their way to Him by a star.
For a new Child has been born for us,
the God before all ages.”

COPTIC ADVENT HYMN
EGYPT 17

AN EGYPTIAN CHRISTMAS
MARY JOSEPH, COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER AT SAT-7 EGYPT

“LIGHT AND LIFE
TO ALL HE BRINGS,
RISEN WITH HEALING
IN HIS WINGS”

One Egyptian viewer of SAT-7 show Keep on Singing wrote to tell us, “I watched
one of your songs for the first time while I was going through a very hard time,
and I felt the voice of the Lord speaking to me through it. I pray that the song
will be a message of comfort to anyone who is afraid or troubled.”
Savour afresh the words of familiar carols and let them lift your soul.
Pray that SAT-7’s worship programmes would bring fresh hope to
viewers this Christmas.

A Christmas tree at City Stars Mall,
Cairo, 2017 (Azmie9311/Shutterstock)

On Christmas day, we celebrate with a big
family get-together. We give presents and
eat traditional Egyptian food like molokheya
(a green leafy soup), rice, meats, cake
and pastries. My favourite thing to eat at
Christmas is ginger cookies, and I love hot
chocolate too!
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Despite difficult circumstances, when we
declare God’s praises and sing out our love
for Him, hope rises in our hearts.

Christmas carols have rich associations with
the sights, smells and sounds of the season,
but they are also resonant with powerful
truths. Songs like “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” proclaim Jesus’ identity as the Messiah, and the reason why He came:
“Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.”

I’m from a Coptic Orthodox family, and
we celebrate Christmas on 7 January. On
Christmas Eve we attend Mass with family and
friends at St Mark’s, the main Coptic church
in Cairo. We sing Christmas songs of praise
with joyful tunes, and listen to the liturgy and
sermon.

Traditional Egyptian food including molokheya
(Dina Saeed/Shutterstock)

“Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.”
PSALM 42:5

During the festive season in Egypt, most
Egyptians are just getting on with their
day to day lives. They don’t really notice
the Christians celebrating. But some hotels
and shops display Christmas decorations, and
Christmas trees are very popular – they often
sell out before Christmas! This time of year can
be cold – we even had snow in some parts of
Cairo a few years ago.

The time of the mass can change each year –
normally it’s at midnight, but a few years ago
there were some security alerts, so the service
was held earlier in the evening to make it safer
to get to and from the church. Lately things
have calmed down a lot, but even if we don’t
feel safe we go to church anyway.

DECEMBER 11: SING SONGS OF HOPE

Christmas singers on
SAT-7 ARABIC

My hope for Egypt this Christmas
is for everything to be renewed. The
old ways of thinking are still prevailing,
and people are still living by very outdated
values. So I hope that the people of Egypt
will become more open to learning new
things and changing their way of thinking:
that they will have a new vision.
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DECEMBER 12: WE ARE NOT CONSUMED

DECEMBER 14: “BLESSED BE EGYPT, MY PEOPLE”

“My soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:
Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.“
LAMENTATIONS 3:20-22

“So the LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that day they will
acknowledge the LORD.”
ISAIAH 19:25

These words capture both a depth of sorrow and a depth of comfort found in
God’s unfailing love and compassion for us. However great our suffering, it is met
by a Love that is greater still.

This prophecy was fulfilled through the New Covenant between God and
humanity, symbolised by Jesus’ wide open arms on the cross. No longer for the
Jews alone, the good news spread rapidly throughout the Middle East and North
Africa – and beyond.

Remembering times we have known this tenderness in the past helps give us
strength in the present. Christmas is a time of joy, but it can also be a time of
trial. In Egypt, the run-up to Christmas often sees a rise in attacks on churches.
Closer to home, loneliness and despair can peak at this time, when others seems
so happily absorbed in their own celebrations.
The comfort we receive from God is not just for us; it’s meant to be widely and
freely shared. Who in your own family, church or community is feeling
low or lonely? Pray for them now, and look for practical ways to show
that they are not forgotten, but loved.

Carried to Egypt by the apostle Mark in the first century, the Gospel found fertile
soil. There has been a rich and faithful Christian presence in the country ever
since, despite fierce resistance and many trials.
Thank God for the part that SAT-7 is playing in helping to bring Isaiah’s words
to life today. Every day our programmes make the Lord known – and His love
visible – to people across the country. SAT-7’s largest audience is in Egypt, and
it is growing; many viewers report coming to faith in Jesus after watching our
broadcasts.
Please ask God to strengthen, refresh and inspire all those involved in
creating shows for SAT-7’s Egyptian audience. Pray that even more would,
as a result, “acknowledge the Lord” in Egypt.

DECEMBER 13: ALL THE TREASURES OF EGYPT
“He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of
Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.”
HEBREWS 11:26
The writer of Hebrews is referring to Moses and his rejection of all the wealth and
power on offer to him in Egypt, with its dynasty of Pharoahs, pyramids and untold
wonders. But all that was cheap in comparison with the task and treasure God had
for him, and Moses left it behind for the sake of what was ahead.

God bless your programmes! I pray
that everyone will get to know Jesus
and that He could be in our lives.”

SAHER, EGYPT

Referring to a time long before Christ’s birth, the writer chooses to say this was “for
the sake of Christ”, highlighting how it was, and is, all part of the same divine plan.
Is there anything in your life which God is prompting you to give up for Him? Many
things seem valuable but hold us back from the real purpose for which we were made,
such as our status, overloaded schedule or over-reliance on financial security.
Now’s the time to surrender anything you know is distracting you or drowning out
God’s voice. Pray for the courage to reach instead for true treasure.
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SETTING THE SCENE:

WHY DOES TURKEY NEED HOPE?
hope of...

Turkey
TURKEY

Turkey has a rich Christian heritage stretching back to the Early Church,
but today Christians make up less than 0.2 per cent of the population.
SAT-7’s Turkish channel gives a voice to these marginalised believers,
and, in the midst of strenuous political and economic times, equips them
to share God’s love with their anxious nation.
The Turkish Church is composed of
the historic Armenian and Syrian
Orthodox Churches, Greek Catholics
and a small but growing Evangelical
movement. Although technically
secular, the Turkish republic has
a strong allegiance to Islam, and
religious minorities are often treated
with discrimination and hostility.

Capital: Ankara
Official language: Turkish
Population: 80 million
Religion: 99.8% Muslim,
0.2% Other (includes Christian
and Jewish)
SAT-7 in Turkey: SAT-7
TÜRK launched in 2015 as
the first Christian TV channel
to broadcast on governmentregulated satellite Türksat. It has
a studio in Istanbul.

Turkey’s political climate has shifted
in the last two decades with the rise
of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Since
2002, Erdoğan has twice been
prime minister and was then elected
president, making him one of the
most powerful political figures in
the Middle East. But Erdoğan’s
growing power has alienated many, ultimately leading to a failed coup in 2016. A
subsequent purge of public sector workers saw 180,000 people lose their jobs, and
anxiety has been growing over increased media restrictions.
The Turkish economy also made headlines this year due to an ongoing debt crisis
and a plunging currency. Turkey is host to over 3.5 million Syrian refugees, the
largest number in any country, adding further pressure to the country’s limited
resources.
In the midst of this tumultuous period, SAT-7’s Turkish TV channel has been
a lifeline for Turkish-speaking believers and a powerful voice for the Church in
Turkey.
Over the coming week, let’s pray for God’s hope to shine out and
transform the nation of Turkey.
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DECEMBER 15: TURKEY’S EARLY CHURCH

DECEMBER 16: OUR HOPE IS AN ANCHOR

“Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ... without hope and without
God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.”
EPHESIANS 2:12-13

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf.”
HEBREWS 6:19

“I believe
that what
God did
2000 years
ago in this
land He will
do again”
PASTOR RAMAZAN
ARKAN, TURKEY

Paul wrote this letter to believers in Ephesus, the vibrant
church he and Barnabas planted in Asia Minor, or modernday Turkey.
But fast-forward 2000 years and there is only a tiny
Christian presence in the country. Thanks in part to SAT-7
TÜRK and the witness of courageous local Christians,
however, growing numbers of Turkish people have been
committing their lives to Jesus.
Pastor Ramazan Arkan shares his joy in the movement he
sees at work: “Christianity is growing in Antalya and not
only here but in the whole of Turkey. I believe that what
God did 2000 years ago in this land He will do again. Now
He has to use me and other people instead of Paul and
Barnabas!”
Pray Paul’s words afresh over the people of Turkey
– that those who “were far away” would once again be
“brought near by the blood of Christ.”

I believe in Jesus Christ because He came
as a peace ambassador and He is the only
one who will help us. I constantly see Him
in my dreams. He takes me places all the
time with His light. Really, Turkey needs
SAT-7 TÜRK. This country has so much
history, and this channel has a lot to offer
its people by sharing God’s love!”

CENGIZ, TURKEY
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Since the failed coup attempt in 2016, waves of violence and arrests have hit
Turkey. Over 180,000 teachers, academics, civil servants and journalists have
been imprisoned. Worsening economic instability is bringing further pressure on a
country which is already host to more than 3.5 million Syrian refugees.
Turkish people are finding themselves at the mercy of huge economic and
geopolitical forces far outside their control. At times like this it’s hard not to be
fearful. But this verse from the letter to the Hebrews reminds us that hope in
Jesus acts like an anchor in the storm. When chaos crashes around us we are
held secure by a weight of love that draws us deep in to the source of all hope,
whatever our circumstances.
Pray for the growing numbers of Turkish people who are searching for
hope in days of trouble to find it in Jesus’ unfailing, all-embracing love.

DECEMBER 17: AN ANSWER FOR OUR HOPE
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ
may be ashamed of their slander.”
1 PETER 3:15-16
Misinformation about Christianity is rife in Turkey, and anti-Christian hate speech
is on the rise. Praise God, therefore, for SAT-7’s Turkish programming, which
provides gentle, respectful answers to non-Christians while strengthening believers’
understanding and confidence so they can be even bolder in sharing their faith.
Pastor Ramazan Arkan believes SAT-7-TÜRK can play an important part in
challenging widely-held negative views. “We haven’t had a platform to defend
ourselves,” he says, “but when people hear from SAT-7, these ideas will change.”
Evangelical churches like Pastor Ramazan’s often hold services in public spaces
at Christmas and give out New Testaments to passersby. Thank God that, under
the constitution, the authorities will arrange police protection for these outreach
events. Pray that through them the hope of Jesus will shine clearly
through the fog of prejudice.
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DECEMBER 18: IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST NICHOLAS
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
PROVERBS 31:8-9
Archaeologists believe they have recently discovered the tomb of St Nicholas in
Antalya, Turkey. Despite the glitzy commerciality now so closely associated with
Santa Claus, the real St Nicholas was a man inspired by Jesus to acts of radical,
life-changing generosity.

A TURKISH CHRISTMAS
BY ANNAMARIA, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT AT SAT-7 TÜRK

Christmas in Turkey is celebrated
like any other country where
Christian worship is allowed by the
government. There is a huge celebration
on Christmas night where churches are
pretty much full. It is a beautiful sight. Of
course, on important days like this there
are always police positioned at the church
gates for security.

Catechesis, with prayers and sung gospels,
to remind us what it really means to
celebrate the birth of Christ.

My church is very famous, and each year
it holds a televised ceremony where two
people who are engaged dress up as Mary
and Joseph. Last year it was me and my
fiancé!

Every mass we make sure to pray for our
government and our country. We pray
that the government is shown the wisdom
of the Lord. We pray that we are left
unharmed from negative attitudes towards
Christianity. Our hopes are that the people
of this country are well informed about
what Christianity is, who we are and who
Christ is, to challenge their prejudices.
This is exactly what we try to do on SAT-7
TÜRK. We pray that one day they will
come to see the love of Jesus and the
sacrifice He made for us all.

Some people are hateful towards
Christianity, and occasionally posters
are put up saying, “Do not celebrate
Christmas, put up trees or befriend a
Christian, as this will take you straight to
hell”. But people usually don’t take any
notice of them.
I attend a Catholic church and our
Christmas programme is very full. We
have a special day of services called the
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On Christmas Day, after the mass,
Christians celebrate with their families.
They have to ask their bosses for the day
off, as it isn’t a holiday, but mostly the
bosses agree.

He was deeply moved by the situation of vulnerable young women at risk of
being sold into slavery because they lacked the dowry needed for marriage. His
response was secretly to give them bags of gold coins – in a powerful echo of
Jesus’ purchase of our freedom.
Many women in Turkey today are still subject to violence and discrimination.
SAT-7 TÜRK broadcasts a range of shows, including the popular Homemade,
designed to help their female audience realise their full potential.
Pray for more Turkish women to experience God’s liberating
generosity in their lives. Reflect on how you could follow St Nicholas’ example
this Christmas and direct your giving to be God’s blessing in and to the world.

A statue of St Nicholas in
Demre, southern Turkey

“The giver of every good
and perfect gift has called
upon us to mimic
His giving, by grace,
through faith,and this is
not of ourselves.”
ST NICHOLAS OF MYRA

Photo: The streets of Istanbul have a festive feel in
December, though the decorations are for New Year
rather than Christmas (Resul Muslu/Shutterstock)
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DECEMBER 19: A PRAYER FOR PERSEVERANCE

DECEMBER 20: DON’T HOPE IN WEALTH

“We also glory in our sufferings, because we know the suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope.”
ROMANS 5:3-5

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment.”
1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19

Turkish believer Doğuş’ faith in Jesus has caused him many difficulties: “I start
working at a job and three months later I am sacked because I am a Christian.
They want me to live the way they do, but I will never leave Jesus Christ. I have
been dealing with many problems as a Christian but I believe that whoever
endures will win in the end.”
Both the hardship that Doğuş faces and his courageous, committed response are
common to many other Christians across the Middle East and North Africa. By
God’s grace they are able to view the loss of career, family or earthly security as
little in comparison with what they gain in staying true to Christ.
Thank God for the encouragement, teaching and sense of fellowship
that SAT-7’s programmes bring into the homes and hearts of viewers
across the region facing such challenges. Pray that the fruit of their suffering and
perseverance – hope – would change their nations forever.

The gap between rich and poor in Turkey is one of the starkest in the world. The
country’s economic crisis is deepening, and many are facing financial hardship.
Here in the affluent UK, use of food banks has soared, as have numbers of
children going hungry in the holidays. Meanwhile, idealised images of luxury
presents and food put pressure on creaking budgets. Even as the wrapping paper
is binned the debts start mounting – and with them often comes family tension
and breakdown. Those who are financially rich also find themselves spiritually
poor when they make wealth their treasure.
Thank God for the soul-satisfying riches found in Him. Pray for people
in both Turkey and the UK, whatever their financial circumstances, to “put their
hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”

DECEMBER 21: RENEW OUR STRENGTH

I will never leave Jesus
Christ. I have been dealing
with many problems as a
Christian. But I believe that
whoever endures will win
in the end.”
Doğuş, Turkey

“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
ISAIAH 40:31
It can sometimes seem that every day brings more tragedy in the Middle East.
Assassinations, attacks, hatred and deep division: it is easy to lose heart and hope in
the face of such relentlessly bad news.
But Isaiah reminds us that placing our hope in the Lord leads to a renewal of
strength, to an ability to persist and even pick up speed that is not drawn from our
own natural resources.
Sometimes it’s good simply to pray for the energy and ability to keep praying. That
can extend to circumstances that seem beyond redemption in our own lives, or in
the lives of those we love.
What situations do you need fresh strength from God to continue hoping and
praying for? Thank God for His promises, and ask for new determination
to keep pushing forward in prayer until you see breakthrough in the people
and countries that you carry in your heart.
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In these final few days of Advent, we zoom out from the
Middle East and look to the whole earth – a world that is
scarred and broken, but immeasurably loved by God.

DECEMBER 22: HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
JOHN 3:16
Corruption, poverty, inequality, global conflict, consumerism, greed, the
destruction of nature... it can be hard to look at the seemingly endless pain in our
world and feel anything but despair. Yet we know from John 3:16 that when God
looked at the world He created, He was filled not with hopelessness, but with an
unfathomable love.
As we symbolically gaze into the manger at Christmas, we marvel at this God of
love who took the form of a tiny human baby. But we also know the rest of the
story. The baby of Christmas grew up to become the man of Good Friday – who
by His death took away the sins of the world.
Thank God for His amazing love for the nations of earth, and for the
eternal hope we have in Jesus. And whenever hope gives way to despair at the
state of the world, remind yourself of the promise of Revelation 21:
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away... And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.’”

“IN HIS NAME THE NATIONS
WILL PUT THEIR HOPE”
MATTHEW 12:21
HOPE OF THE NATIONS 31

DECEMBER 23: PRINCE OF PEACE?

CHRISTMAS EVE: A LONGING FULFILLED

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.”
ISAIAH 9:6-7

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
PROVERBS 13:12

This passage, in which Isaiah prophesies Jesus as our “Prince of Peace,” is one of
the most-loved and most-read of the Christmas season. But where is the peace that
He promised? His coming did not bring an end to war, military might, aggression
or anxiety – something the downcast disciples on the road to Emmaus felt all too
keenly as they said with despondency, “We had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21). They lost all hope when they saw their
beloved friend die – where was the triumph over the Romans they had expected?
Little did they know they were speaking to the risen Jesus! And little did they
understand that, through His death and resurrection, He had brought about the
ultimate victory – not an end to Roman occupation as they had thought, but
something immeasurably better – the peace of a restored relationship between
humanity and the Father.
When the brokenness of this world overwhelms, thank God for the peace
that Jesus gives us – the ultimate peace of His kingdom, which “transcends all
understanding” (Philippians 4:7).

I’m a non-Christian and disabled. I see the
catastrophe in the world and the mistakes
people are making. I see people getting killed
no matter what religion they are. I pray for
these people. I watch your channel and you are
helping people spiritually. My life is a lot harder
as a disabled person compared to others,
but as long as there are people like you
talking about peace and love, this chaos
will end. I believe it.”

On the very first Christmas Eve over 2,000 years ago, people were longing for
their promised Messiah to arrive. What would he look like? Where would he
be born? Though the answers were prophesied long before, many still didn’t
recognise Him even when He walked among them.
Today, many are still longing for something more than this world seems to
provide. Even those who have achieved all that earthly life has to offer – wealth,
relationships, adventure, career success – still have a niggling, deep-down feeling
in their heart that something is missing.
In truth, that something is actually a someone – the same Someone whose coming
many around the world will celebrate tomorrow, whose birth defines the very
years on our calendar – yet who still walks unrecognised amongst many of His
own.
Jesus, our long-awaited Messiah, is the fulfilment of all our deepest longings. He
alone is the answer to the questions in people’s hearts.
Thank God that SAT-7 is making Jesus known across the Middle East
and North Africa, and take a moment to reflect – are you committed to
revealing His love to those around you?

“Come,

thou long-expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free ,
from our sins and fears release us ,
let us find our rest in

thee.”

HARUN, TURKEY
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Darkness may divide and disorientate us, leaving us lonely and lost. But it’s no
match for even the tiniest pinprick of light.

25 DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY

HOPE
has
D AWNED

Over the last 24 days we’ve seen the power of God’s light to bring
hope in dark times. We’ve been on a journey of prayer to ask God to magnify
that light across the Middle East and North Africa – and in our own hearts and
communities – so many more people can live lives illuminated by hope.
In the final watches of the night, those who are alert and watching are rewarded
with the first sighting of the dawn.
As darkness blanketed Bethlehem on the night before Jesus’ birth, most in the
packed city were surely sound asleep. But some beyond the city walls were awake
– and watchful.

“A THRILL OF HOPE,
THE WEARY
WORLD REJOICES
FOR YONDER
BREAKS A NEW
AND GLORIOUS
MORN”
O HOLY NIGHT, JOHN
DWIGHT SULLIVAN

A band of shepherds were up keeping an eye on their
sheep, scanning the shadows for danger. Surrounded by
the bleats of livestock and far from traditional sources of
power or influence, these men would have gone unseen
by most.
But their watchfulness was rewarded. The night sky
above them filled with angels unable to contain their joy at
what was happening, one of them declaring: “Unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
Hundreds of miles away, observant Magi spotted the
Saviour’s star as it rose, and set off on a long and difficult
journey to worship the new King and bring Him their
treasure.

Like their predecessors, many in the Middle East and North Africa today
are navigating by the glimpses of light that they discern. The darkness is
intense, as are the challenges they face. But their eyes are searching out the slow
suffusing that signals the breaking of a new day for their region. Through our
prayers and support, we take our place to watch and wait with them.
As Christmas Day finally dawns, let’s remember the Light of the World that first
flashed out from that Middle Eastern manger, and has never dimmed. In that
light we see revealed the source of all our hope – Emmanuel, the God
who came to be with us.
Following the example of all who have loved and followed Jesus in centuries past,
let the thrill of hope lift your heart today as “the weary world rejoices, for yonder
breaks a new and glorious morn.”
Happy Christmas!
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The 500 million people of the Middle East
and North Africa desperately need hope
this Christmas.
Headlines from across the region this year have been dominated
by war, human tragedy, protests and violence. In Syria and Yemen,
people’s lives have been devastated by civil war; in Turkey and Iraq,
political and economic instability have prompted protests; in Egypt and
Iran, Christians have suffered violence and persecution.
Over the course of Advent, we have been reflecting on the joyful truth that
Jesus is the hope of the nations. But many millions in the region do
not know this good news and the great joy it brings.
This Christmas, SAT-7 has a unique opportunity to broadcast the love and
hope of Jesus directly into people’s homes – and even refugee camps – across
the whole region. Our four 24/7 satellite TV channels will share the
joyful message of Christmas in the region’s three main languages – Arabic,
Farsi and Turkish.
And people’s hearts are ready to respond.
SAT-7 presenter Mina Awny, who recently visited Syria to film
special episodes of children’s show Family of Jesus, told us:
“Just as there are two sides to a coin, there are also two sides to a war. As much as the
war has driven people out of the country, it has also driven thousands of non-believers to
Christ. The churches are filled with people.”
You can spread hope across the Middle East and North Africa
this Christmas by supporting SAT-7’s broadcasts.

ALL GIFTS*
MATCHED

*see website for T&Cs

It costs just 50p to broadcast SAT-7 channels to one
person for a whole year. So a gift of £25 will reach 50
people in the Middle East with the good news of the
hope that only Jesus brings.

Give today at sat7uk.org/christmas-hope
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Image: Syrian children worship
at a church in Bloudan, Syria

YOUR GIFT TODAY
WILL BROADCAST

HOPE

TO THE PEOPLE OF
THE MIDDLE EAST.

Visit sat7uk.org/christmas-hope

WHAT IS SAT-7?
Through the power of satellite television and
digital media, Christian broadcaster SAT-7 is
bringing a message of God’s love directly into
the lives of over 25 million people across the
Middle East and North Africa, every day.

SAT-7 is watched by
25 million people

SAT-7 broadcasts
24/7 in Arabic,
Farsi and Turkish

SAT-7 broadcasts 24/7 in the region’s three
main languages, Arabic, Farsi and Turkish. And
we don’t leave it there: SAT-7 has viewer support
teams across the region who respond to the
hundreds of people who contact us every day.
SAT-7’s vision is to see a growing Church
in the Middle East and North Africa
confident in Christian faith and witness,
serving the community and contributing
to the good of society and culture.

Find out more at www.sat7uk.org

SAT-7 pledges to
respond to the hundreds
of people who contact
us every day

50p

It costs less than 50p
for SAT-7 to broadcast
24/7 to one viewer for
an entire year!

Hope of all
the earth
This Advent, we invite you to make time to stop
and pray for the Middle East and North Africa, and
reflect on the hope that only Jesus brings.
The journey to Christmas Day will take us through three
countries – Iran, Egypt, and Turkey – with a daily reflection
to guide your prayers for each country and its people, as well
as the work that SAT-7 is doing across the region.
In these pages you’ll find many touching stories of hope
from the region where hope itself was born just over 2,000
years ago. But it’s a region still in desperate need today.
So this Advent, let’s lift our prayers to God,
the “hope of all the earth.”
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