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Dear Friends

Welcome to SAT-7’s Hope of all the Earth Advent Children’s Resource! This resource has been prepared 
in parallel with our Advent Prayer Guide, so it would be well worth you familiarising yourself with that 
resource as well. 

This children’s resource works through the Christmas story in four sessions, unpacking its link with the 
countries of Turkey, Iran and Egypt. The theme, ‘hope of all the earth’, celebrates Jesus and the hope He 
gives to people in regions like the Middle East and North Africa, and ultimately the whole world. 

Your resource pack includes:

• A session plan summary of four Sunday School/children’s club sessions. 
• A detailed plan of each of the four sessions
• A Middle Eastern night-time mountain scene banner (separate)
• Pictures to cut out and stick on the banner as you progress through the sessions
• A mockup of the finished banner
• Silver star stickers to represent each child’s prayer for the different countries

Extra resources needed for the sessions can be downloaded here: www.sat7uk.org/advent-resources

Mountain scene banner:

To help map out your journey with the children, we have created a banner of a Middle Eastern night-time 
scene. At the end of each session, stick a cluster of cutout houses onto the rolling hills, and include the flag 
of the country you explored that day. On the hills near the cluster of houses, stick a cutout of the Christmas 
story scene you studied that day with the children. As you work through the sessions, your journey through 
the Christmas story will unfold before your eyes on the banner, as you add a little more to the story and 
explore a different country each week. See the mockup banner for one example of how this could look.

The silver star stickers are included to add to the night sky on the banner. Every time a child prays during 
the time of prayer and reflection they can add a star (you may need to purchase more depending on how 
many children are in your group). The sky will soon become ‘lit up’ with the children’s prayers for the 
Middle East and North Africa! 

Session plans:

There are four main session plans, and each has a Dig Deeper section plus a Big Challenge for secondary 
school-age young people, so the sessions can be differentiated according to the children’s ages. As you know 
the children you are teaching, I would encourage you not to feel like you have to stick to these sessions 
rigidly, but to adapt to best suit your group. 

We hope this Advent children’s resource will educate, encourage and bless the children you are teaching. 
Please complete the feedback form to help us improve our future church resources.  

Every blessing

Ceri Passmore 
Development Officer 
SAT-7 UK

November 2018
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SESSION ONE
TURKEY TRADITIONS

Ask: Where did our Christmas traditions come from? 
• Christmas tree – Germany
• Turkey meat – Mexico
• Ugly Christmas Jumpers – Canada
• Mince pies – Crusaders returning from the Middle East
• Santa Claus – Turkey

Tell the story of Saint Nicholas
Either use one of the following YouTube videos from the Advent resources 
webpage (www.sat7uk.org/advent-resources):

• Saint Nicholas Story (7 mins)
• Saint Nicholas Story (5 mins)

Or tell the story yourself (you can either summarise or read the whole script): 

Saint Nicholas’ tomb was recently found in Antalya, Turkey. He was known for his generosity to 
the poor. The original Santa lived a long time ago in a place called Asia Minor. It is now the country of  Turkey. His 
name was Nicholas.

Nicholas’ parents died when he was just a teenager and left him a lot of  money, which made him a rich young man. 
He went to live with his uncle who was a priest.

Nicholas heard about a man who had lost all his money. He had three daughters who were old enough to get 
married. But in those days young women had to have money in order to get married. This money was a “dowry” and 
it was used to help the new family get started. If  you didn’t have dowry money, you didn’t get married.

This family was so poor they had nothing left to eat. The daughters were going to be sold as slaves because they 
couldn’t live at home any longer. They were very sad. They wouldn’t be able to have families of  their own. And they 
would have to be slaves – no longer able to decide where they would live or what they would do.

The night before the oldest daughter was to be sold, she washed her stockings and put them in front of  the fire to dry. 
Then all of  them went to sleep – the father and the three daughters.

In the morning the daughter saw a lump in her stocking. Reaching in, she found a small, heavy bag. It had gold 
inside! Enough to provide food for the family and money for her dowry. Oh, how happy they were!

The next morning, another bag with gold was found. Imagine! Two of  the daughters would now be saved. Such joy!

And the next night, the father planned to stay awake to find out who was helping his daughters. He dozed off, but 
heard a small “clink” as another bag landed in the room. Quickly he jumped up and ran out the door. Who did he 
catch ducking around the corner?

Nicholas, the young man who lived with his uncle. “Nicholas, it is you! Thank you for helping us – I hardly know 
what to say!” Nicholas said, “Please, do not thank me – thank God that your prayers have been answered. Do not tell 
others about me.”

Nicholas continued helping people. He always tried to help secretly. He didn’t want any attention or thanks. Years 
passed and he was chosen to be a bishop. Bishops look after their people as shepherds look after their sheep. And that 
is what Nicholas did. When there wasn’t any food, he found wheat so no one went hungry. He always helped people 
in trouble. All his life Nicholas showed people how to love God and care for each other.

Everyone loved Nicholas. After he died, they told stories of  the good and kind things Nicholas had done. Sailors 
took these stories about Nicholas everywhere they went. Some of  the stories were about his special care for children 
– helping and protecting them when danger threatened. And so more and more people learned about good, kind 
Nicholas. They wanted to be like him. He is an example of  how we should live. 

This is the story of  the real Santa Claus, St. Nicholas. To this day people say that St. Nicholas, or 
Santa, is the special friend of children. 

Source:  http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/real-santa/ 



Introduce SAT-7 TÜRK
Turkey is a holiday destination for many of  us from the UK, but to Christians living there, it is a difficult place. Although 
it isn’t dangerous to go to church, Christianity isn’t a popular religion, with only 0.2% of  the population professing 
to be Christians. However, SAT-7 TÜRK is a Christian satellite TV station, which broadcasts Christian programmes 
in Turkish across the country so people can learn about Jesus. This Christmas, SAT-7 TÜRK will be broadcasting 
Christian TV programmes and church services based around Jesus’ birth and the true reason to celebrate Christmas. 
Check out our ‘Christmas Message from SAT-7 TÜRK’ video on the online resources, where members of  our very own 
SAT-7 TÜRK studio team explain the difference between Christmas and New Year.   

Watch: The Christmas message from SAT-7 TURK (see video on online resources)

Introduce: A Turkish Christmas 
How do Turkish people celebrate Christmas now? 

Introduce the children to Annamaria, a presenter on SAT-7 TÜRK. She has written to us, telling us how Turkish 
Christians celebrate Christmas. How does it compare to our Christmas traditions? (see online resource ‘A Turkish 
Christmas’)

Discuss: Compare to our Christmas traditions
Ask: Why do we celebrate Christmas? Guide towards the Christmas story

Bible story
Tell the Christmas story from Luke 2:1-20

Memory Verse
“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.’”  
Luke 2:10

Check out “How to remember a memory verse” on the webpage

Pray and reflect
• Pray for Turkey and invite each child to stick a star on the banner’s night sky after you have all prayed.
• See Hope of  all the Earth prayer guide, pp. 22-29 for prayer point ideas

Check out “Creative ways to pray with children” on the webpage

Banner
Add manger scene cutout to the banner with a cluster of houses and the Turkish flag (see finished 
model example)

Game: Saint Nicholas Bingo 
See printables on the Advent Resources webpage

Extra craft: Turkish patterned paper plates
Template designs available on the webpage. You will also need:

• White paper plates
• Coloured pens/paints/pencils/crayons/pastels 



SESSION TWO
VISITORS FROM THE FAR EAST

Ask: How would you feel... 
• If  you had to meet for church in a living room with only six other people?
• If  you had to whisper songs about God?
• If  you had to keep your faith in Jesus secret?
• If  you had to hide all the Bibles in your house?
• If  your family threw you out of  the house because you watched Christian TV?

Did you know...? Iran is one of  the most dangerous places in the world to be a follower of  Christ. Many meet 
secretly in each other’s homes, and many more are utterly isolated. Informers are vigilant and ruthless, and believers 
cannot even risk raising their voices as they worship. People lose homes, jobs and even custody of  their children 
because of  their faith.

Did you know...? The country is also home to one of  the fastest-growing churches on earth. Iranian Christians 
may face violence and intimidation, but their faith is spreading quickly and widely. We know that more than 1.5 
million people watch SAT-7’s Persian language channel regularly.

Introduce SAT-7 PARS
SAT-7 PARS is a Christian satellite TV station which broadcasts Christian programmes across Iran. Many people in 
countries like Iran can’t go to church, so they gather secretly in each other’s houses and watch church services being 
streamed onto their TV screens through the SAT-7 PARS channel. SAT-7 PARS provides the only Christian interaction 
many Iranian people get. This is why it is so important for SAT-7 to continue producing programmes about Jesus.  

Watch: Two videos are on offer to choose from, or watch both. 
Firstly, there is the SAT-7 PARS overview video, giving the children a taster of  the programmes SAT-7 PARS produces 
for people in Iran. The second video is a trailer for a SAT-7 PARS Christmas show, Christ’s Birth. 

An Iranian Christmas
Introduce: SAT-7 PARS Communications Officer, Omeed, talks about how Christians celebrate 
Christmas in Iran (see online resource: ‘Omeed – Iranian Christmas’)

Story
Tell the Christmas story from Matthew 2:1-12. Link between the Christmas story and modern-day Iran:

Did you know…? The term “Magi” chosen by Matthew to describe these travellers is Persian, and tradition 
holds that they came from Persia – or modern-day Iran.

An arduous journey and questioning by a hostile authority brought them finally into the presence of  the royal 
child. 

Iranians today who follow Jesus and long to celebrate His birth also face close surveillance and high risk. Waves 
of  arrests and attacks sadly only worsen in the run-up to Christmas.

But, just like their Persian predecessors, growing numbers of  Iranians are finding themselves compelled to seek 
out God’s Son, regardless of  the dangers along the way. The Magi brought their treasure to the new king, and 
were rewarded with wonder when they came face to face with Him. 

Memory verse
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the  
land of  deep darkness a light has dawned.” Isaiah 9:2



Pray and reflect
• Pray for Iran and each child stick a star on the banner’s night sky.
• See Hope of  all the Earth prayer guide, pp. 6-13 for prayer point ideas 

Banner
Add wise men cutout to the banner with a cluster of houses and the Iranian flag (see finished model 
example) 

Game ideas

Game #1: Follow the star
The children pretend to be the wise men searching for the new born king of  the Jews. Direct them to 
the baby Jesus using Old Testament prophesies about the Messiah with a “guiding star” that moves 
through the heavens, i.e., an adult with a torch!

Prep: Print out, on brightly coloured paper, several prophesies from the Old Testament that provide 
“clues” about Jesus’ birth and cut the page into separate strips of  paper with one prophesy on each.

Here are some prophesies you could use:

• Jesus will come from the tribe of  Judah: Genesis 49:10

• Jesus will be a descendant of  King David: Jeremiah 23:5-6

• Jesus’ mother will be a virgin: Isaiah 7:14

• Jesus will be born in Bethlehem: Micah 5:2

Hide the paper strips of  prophesies in various parts of  the building/room. With the lights dimmed, 
guide the children with your torch “star” as they search for one prophecy after the other. 

The final stage of  the game is to search for the baby Jesus (previously hidden) in the same way.  

Game #2: Mystery gift of the Magi
Prep: Wrap a small gift in layer after layer of  gift wrap. You’ll need a pair of  oven mitts, a scarf, a hat 
and a pair of  dice.

Take turns throwing both dice. The first person to throw a combined total of  seven or eleven quickly 
dons the hat, scarf  and oven mitts and proceeds to unwrap as many layers of  
gift wrap as possible before another person throws seven or eleven. (Don’t let 
anyone tear multiple layers at once – the rule is only one layer at a time!) The 
person who unwraps the final layer gets to keep the gift.

For little ones, forget the scarf, hat and oven mitts; let each child wear a 
child-size pair of  woolly gloves throughout the game so they’re ready to try 
unwrapping the gift as soon as the dice roll in their favour.

Extra craft 
  Comic strip colouring/creating (printable sheets available online)

• For younger children – colour the comic strip of  Ravi’s story
• For older children – create a comic strip of  the Christmas story



SESSION THREE
ESCAPE TO EGYPT

Act 
Set up a pretend body metal detector at the entrance to Sunday School for the children to go through. 
Include appropriate body and bag checks. 

Ask: How would you feel... 
• If  you had to enter church like that every Sunday?
• If  you didn’t feel safe going to church?
• If  your family split to go to separate churches so that at least half  the family may survive the day in the event of  an 

attack?

This is what some Christians in Egypt face every Sunday because of 
attacks on churches in recent years.

Did you know...? Egypt’s Coptic Christians celebrate Christmas on 7 
January, following a strict 43-day vegan fast. Forty days of  the fast correspond 
to the time Moses spent on Mount Sinai, and Jesus’ fast in the wilderness. The 
remaining three days commemorate the moving of  Al-Moqatam mountain after 
that period of  united fasting and praying by Egyptian Christians in the tenth 
century. It’s a special time for believers to cut distraction, dig deep and turn their 
attention to the wonder of  Jesus who came to make His home among us.

Did you know...? WARNING: May be too hard-hitting for younger children!  
There have been many attacks on Christians in Egypt in the last few years:

• Palm Sunday 2017 – 45 people died in twin attacks on Coptic churches in 
Alexandria and Tanta

• May 2017 – 29 Coptic Christians were killed on a bus going to a monastery
• October 2017 - Coptic Orthodox priest murdered in Cairo
• December 2017 – 9 Christians died in another church attack in Cairo 

Introduce SAT-7 ARABIC
SAT-7 ARABIC is a Christian satellite TV station, which broadcasts Christian programmes in Egypt and other 
Arab countries. These programmes tell people who may never have met a Christian all about Jesus. There are many 
refugees in the Middle East and North Africa, with hardly any access to school. As much as you may not like school, 
an education is vital! SAT-7 ARABIC creates special educational programmes for children and adults to learn 
through watching TV! So, through SAT-7 ARABIC’s channel, people of  all ages are learning about the Gospel, and 
receiving a free education! 

Watch: Have a look at the video of a live show being streamed at Christmas, with a choir singing, 
giving encouragement to many who won’t be able to attend a Carol service this Christmas. 

An Egyptian Christmas
Introduce: SAT-7 Egypt’s Communications Officer Mary Joseph talks about how Christians 

celebrate Christmas in Egypt (see online resource: ‘Mary – Egyptian Christmas’)

Story
Continue to Christmas story – The Escape to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-23) 



Egypt: A place of refuge
Egypt plays a crucial role in the Christmas story. It was there that Jesus and His parents found safety and sanctuary 
when home became a hostile place. It’s still home to millions of  refugees today – some Syrian and Iraqi, but most 
Sudanese. Many have fled brutality only to be met with further abuse in Egypt. Refugees are no longer our global 
neighbours; many are now our neighbours locally, as people flee to the UK.

Ask: Do you know any refugees? How can you help refugees who come to this country for safety? 
(Mind map)

Memory verse
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of  the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth.” John 1:14

Pray and reflect
• Pray for Egypt and each child stick a star on the banner’s night sky.
• See Hope of  all the Earth prayer guide, pp. 14-21 for prayer point ideas 

Banner
Add escape to Egypt scene cutout to the banner with a cluster of houses and the Egyptian flag (see 
finished model example)

Extra craft 
  Decorate a pyramid template with a different Egyptian Christmas tradition on each side. Cut out 

the template and create the structure of a 3D pyramid, sealing with glue. (printable sheets available 
online)

Game idea
Egyptian Christmas True or False
Make it a competition between teams with points and prizes!

1. Some hotels and shops display Christmas decorations – TRUE
2. Coptic Orthodox Christians also celebrate Christmas Day on 25th December like us – FALSE (7th 
January)
3. Christians in Egypt don’t sing Christmas hymns – FALSE
4. The time of  mass has changed to be earlier than midnight the last few years because of  security 
alerts – TRUE
5. Egyptian Christians don’t give presents – FALSE
6. Egyptian Christians have roast turkey on Christmas day – FALSE (they eat traditional dishes like 
molokheya)



SESSION FOUR
JESUS, HOPE OF ALL THE EARTH

Act
Create an entrance to a time machine/tardis for the children to enter through. We will be 
travelling through time and across the world! Hold on tight!

RECAP:
These last few weeks we’ve been looking at the Christmas story, whilst travelling around the Middle East and North 
Africa! Phew! 

However, the story of  Jesus extended way back further, and stretches out so far into the future. 

Let’s buckle up, and fly back in history to discover the bigger picture of the Christmas 
story… (make zooming noises and actions as the tardis sets off)

LANDED: The Old Testament – Isaiah
Where have we landed? Imagine Isaiah preaching on the street to Judean people who just don’t want to know. Eyes 
are rolling; ‘Here he goes again’. Isaiah is preaching at the top of  his voice, waving his arms and desperately trying 
to get people to listen to his message. In chapter 9 he is preaching about how God will include the Gentiles in His 
promises! Controversial! Imagine a few Israelites walking past hurling abuse at Isaiah for saying that! But then he 
goes on to talk about a Messiah, a rescuer to free Israel and bring them peace. Now this sounds more appealing to 
the Jews! Little do they know that this Messiah is for all the world, and won’t just save the Jews from powerful bullies 
like the Assyrians and later the Romans. However, people stop and begin to listen as Isaiah says the words in 9:6-7

Read: Isaiah 9:6-7 (stand on a platform and shout it like Isaiah would have done)
Discuss: Think through these two questions:
• How is Jesus identified in this passage?
• Where in this passage does it explain why Jesus came to earth?

But wait! Strap back in! Jesus goes way back before Isaiah! Let’s go back to the very 
beginning of the world… (use time machine sounds)

LANDED: The VERY beginning – Genesis
Where have we landed? Things look grim here. Adam and Eve have sinned against God, and brought sin into His 
perfect world. God is angry and heartbroken, and rightly so! God is speaking curses to the Devil disguised as a 
snake. However, God gives an incredible foretelling of  hope that Adam and Eve would not have understood at the 
time…

Read: Genesis 3:15 – the search is on for the serpent crusher who will one day totally defeat the Devil! 
See also Romans 16:20.

Zoom forward into the New Testament and see what the Israelites were expecting of this 
promised rescuer…

LANDED: The Road to Emmaus – Luke’s Gospel
Where have we landed? Jesus has wowed the crowds with his miracles and teaching. Many Jews loved him and thought 
he was the one who was going to overthrow the Romans! Then what? They crucify him, and now he is dead (or so 
they think). We now arrive on the third day after the crucifixion, two Jewish men are talking about these events as 
they walk on the road to Emmaus. The resurrected Jesus appears to them, but they don’t recognise him. They tell 
him about the events, and how they’re so disappointed.

Read: Luke 24:20-21 – they got it all wrong!



Zoom back to the present day, but hover in your machine over the Middle East and 
North Africa.

LANDED: Overlooking the Middle East and North Africa
Where have we landed? (Collect newspaper headlines to show the children all the devastation going on in this region.) 
Conflict, hunger, poverty, corruption, inequality, human rights abuses... it can be hard to look at the seemingly 
endless pain in our world and feel anything but despair. Where is the peace God promised that Jesus would bring?

Read: We aren’t going back in time to read from the Bible this time. Why? Because the Bible is relevant today! Let’s 
park our tardis over the Middle East and North Africa as we read John 3:16. When God looked at the world He 
created, He was filled not with hopelessness, but with an unfathomable love.

Behind these dire headlines, God is working powerfully through the Middle East and North Africa. Listen to this: 
Iran has one of  the fastest growing churches in the world! 

“Truly the work of  SAT-7 is a great service to believers in the Lord like me who are under pressure and persecuted. When I see 
these servants of  the Lord I am truly filled with joy, as I hear the right explanations of  the Word of  God. A number of  us believers 
in the Lord have this message for you: that if  they close down our church and we have no access to our leaders, you, our dear heroes, 
are standing for us. You are feeding us with the best, and if  it was not for you perhaps our faith might have been extinguished.” 

Solmaz, Iran

“I’m a non-Christian and disabled. I see the catastrophe in the world and the mistakes people are making. I see people getting killed 
no matter what religion they are. I pray for these people. I watch SAT-7 TÜRK and you are helping people spiritually. My life is 
a lot harder as a disabled person compared to others, but as long as there are people like you talking about peace and love, this chaos 
will end. I believe it.”

Harun, Turkey

Reflect: As we gaze into the manger at Christmas, marvel at this God of  love who took the form of  a tiny baby. 
But we also know the rest of  the story – we travelled through it today! The baby of  Christmas grew up to become 
the man of  Good Friday, who by His death took away the sins of  the world, and that message of  hope is spreading 
and changing the world!

Let’s fly once more, this time into the future… 

LANDED: The New Heaven and New Earth

Read: Revelation 21:1-4 (get children to close their eyes and imagine the scene)

Reflect: Little did the Jews on the road to Emmaus know they were speaking to the risen Jesus! And little did they 
understand that, through His death and resurrection, He had brought about the ultimate victory – not an end to 
Roman occupation as they had expected, but something immeasurably better: the peace of  a restored relationship 
between humanity and the Father – forever. 

Pray and reflect
Pray for the Gospel to spread around the world and each child stick a star on the banner’s night sky. 

Memory verse
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16

Craft
• Rec-Y2: John 3:16 colouring sheet 
• Y3-6: Draw a scene from one of  the Bible passages that we’ve explored today (children can choose). They can then 

go on to draw all the scenes and organise them in chronological order. 


