FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT
“Nothing in the world
could bring me any joy,”
says Ladan*, a SAT-7
PARS viewer from Iran,
as she shares her radical
testimony. “I chased
everything you can imagine, but
instead of finding peace I found
myself drowning in darkness.”
Ladan was born to her father’s second wife. She grew
up in an environment filled with hatred and conflict,
resulting partly from the struggle between two women
competing for a husband’s affections.
“I stayed with my extended family for a month at a
time,” says Ladan. “I preferred to be with relatives
rather than at home.”
Ladan lacked love, attention, and discipline from both
parents. After leaving for university she tried to fill the
vacuum by seeking affection from the men she met,
and eventually ended up on drugs. Ladan’s assessment
is blunt: “By this time, I was wrecked. I was depressed
and on medication. I longed for death to take me, yet I
feared suicide as I knew there is a God.”
Then, she ran into an old friend from primary school
who told Ladan about Jesus and gave her a Bible.
Ladan explains what happened next: “As I read the Bible
it brought me peace. I read the New Testament in a few
days and I noticed that I was beginning to change and
told my friend that I wanted to commit myself to Christ.
She asked me to wait and watch some programmes on
Christian networks like SAT-7 PARS. After about two
weeks I gave myself to Christ. The Lord restored my life,
and I was able to forgive my mother.”
After embracing faith in Jesus, Ladan threw out her
tablets, quit smoking, and has never looked back: “My
life has changed, and I now see His nature and beauty
and I give thanks to the Lord.”
Ladan began to actively reach many others with the
Gospel – which did not remain unnoticed. She was
arrested and spent 10 days in solitary confinement. But
God was with her the whole time, and she continues
to praise Him: “I give thanks to the Lord for the
transformation He has brought about and for the new
life He has granted me.” ■

PRAY
Monday 24 June
Pray for Ladan, that she will
continue to experience God’s
peace and freedom in her life.
Tuesday 25 June
Drug abuse is widespread
in Iran. Pray that those who
are struggling with addiction
would realise there is a God
of hope who can help them.
Wednesday 26 June
Pray for boldness for Iranian
believers, like Ladan’s friend,
who wasn’t afraid to share
her faith with a friend in need.
Thursday 27 June
Thank God for SAT-7’s
Iranian channel, which helps
seekers like Ladan find the
answers to their questions.
Friday 28 June
“Continue to remember
those in prison as if you were
together with them in prison”
(Hebrews 13:3). Pray for
Iranian Christians who are
currently being imprisoned for
their faith.
Saturday 29 June
In a recent survey, 1 in 4
viewers of SAT-7 PARS said
they decided to become
a follower of Jesus after
watching the channel! Praise
God for these new believers
and ask that many more will
come to know Him.
Sunday 30 June
Pray for Ladan’s wider family,
that they will notice the
difference in her life and want
to find out more.
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JOY AFTER PAINFUL DIVORCE

PRAY

Hatim*, a 45-year-old viewer
from Minya, Egypt contacted
SAT-7 to share his joy for
God’s faithfulness in his life,
after enduring a particularly
difficult divorce.

Sat-Sun 1-2 June
Thank God that He has the
power to change lives across
the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA)!

“God has done wonderful things
in my life,” he shares. “He saved
me from many things.”

Monday 3 June
Thank God for Hatim’s story,
and his passion to make Jesus
known to those around him.

Hatim’s first wife accused him of things he hadn’t
done. “During that time, I was consoled by SAT-7’s
programmes and felt that God was speaking to me
through them,” he shares. “I prayed a lot, and God
intervened. The court verdict declared I was innocent
of her false accusations and we divorced.”
Following this ordeal, God blessed Hatim with a second
wife. “She is good to me and we have two boys. They
love to watch SAT-7 KIDS and learn a lot from the
different programmes.”
“I am an avid viewer of SAT-7,” Hatim enthuses. “I
have been watching this channel for a long time. I
used to request video tapes of the episodes, and SAT-7
would send them to me.”
Now Hatim often contacts SAT-7 for books, which he
enjoys reading and sharing with others.
“SAT-7’s programmes and resources give me joy and
consolation,” he says. “This in turn helps me to help
others and be there for them when they are in need.”
Hatim is passionate about uniting people from different
church backgrounds. “Sometimes people from different
denominations show ill-treatment towards each other,
just because they are from different churches,” he
explains. “We must pray for the Holy Spirit to come
and fill their hearts and dispel hate and discrimination.”
Hatim speaks of his love for God openly with others:
“I would love for people to see God and taste His
goodness just as I have. Nothing is better than being
with Him.” ■

Tuesday 4 June
Pray for SAT-7 viewers who
are struggling with marital
and family issues, and ask
that SAT-7’s programmes will
bring them encouragement
and biblical advice.
Wednesday 5 June
30 million people in the
MENA have heard of SAT-7’s
Arabic channel! Pray for its
continued impact and even
greater viewership.
Thursday 6 June
There are many different
denominations and traditions
of Christianity in the MENA
region. Pray, like Hatim, that
the Holy Spirit will unite them.
Friday 7 June
Pray for God’s blessing on
Hatim, his wife and their two
sons.
Sat-Sun 8-9 June
Pray that even more SAT-7
ARABIC viewers will
experience God’s “joy
and consolation” through
watching the channel.

FAITH IN A FLOOD
In March and April
earlier this year, Iran
was severely affected by
widespread flooding,
causing significant loss
of life and millions
of pounds worth of
damage to homes and
infrastructure.
Amidst the chaos and fear,
several viewers of SAT-7’s Persian channel got in touch
to ask for prayer – including one mother, Nadee*, and
her son, Kamran*, who prayed for a miracle.
“I live in a city where recently it was announced we
would be flooded the following day,” Nadee told our
viewer support team. “There was even an evacuation
order for the neighbourhoods around rivers. I was very
concerned for my mother and relatives.
“My seven-year-old son, Kamran, came to me and said,
‘let’s pray’. I didn’t have my mobile phone with me to
record his prayer, otherwise I would have shared it with
you so you might enjoy it.
“Truth be told, I had never heard him pray in this way,
as each time I asked him to pray he said he didn’t know
how. In any case, he prayed powerfully in the name of
Jesus and said, ‘Amen’. He then said that God will stop
the flooding.
“I didn’t know what to say! I really asked for God’s
help, because I had seen that Kamran really trusted
God and I didn’t want his faith to be damaged. The
following day we prayed again, and he said, ‘I know
there will be no more floods’ and I said, ‘Yes, the flood
just won’t come.’
“Again, I said to God, ‘Please help us, even for the sake
of Kamran’s faith.’
“Well, the floods never reached our town! I am so happy.
“I recalled the portion in God’s word about God and
two of His angels coming to destroy Lot’s home town,
and Abraham asked God to not destroy the city for the
sake of its believers. God told him He wouldn’t if there
were any believers. But here there are still men and
women who have faith and God for their sake allowed
the calamity to pass us.” ■

PRAY

FINDING GOD FAR FROM HOME

Monday 10 June
Thank God that Nadee,
Kamran and their family were
saved from the floods.
Tuesday 11 June
“The Lord sits enthroned over
the flood; the Lord is enthroned
as King forever. The Lord gives
strength to his people; the Lord
blesses his people with peace”
(Psalm 29:10-11). Pray for all
those who were affected by
the floods in Iran, as they try to
rebuild their homes and lives.

Monday 17 June
Though Samira had to
flee Syria, it gave her the
opportunity to hear about
Jesus in Lebanon. Thank God
that He “works all things
together for the good of those
who love Him” (Romans 8:28).

Samira* and her family fled conflict in Syria,
and now live as refugees in Lebanon. Here she
shares the challenges of raising children in the
midst of uncertainty, and the security she has
finally found by experiencing God’s love.

Wednesday 12 June
Pray for Iran and its leaders,
particularly as they deal with
the aftermath of the flooding
and the damage to the
country’s infrastructure.

“In 2012, my husband and I had just married when a
bomb destroyed our home. We escaped to Lebanon,
along with my husband’s parents. We thought that we
would soon return.

Thursday 13 June
Thank God for the amazing
strength of Kamran’s faith in
the face of catastrophe! Pray
for other Iranian children, that
they will also come to know
Jesus and put their faith in Him.

“In Syria we had an easy life without worries. Now, in
Lebanon, everything is so different. When I became
pregnant, I was very worried if the hospital would
receive me; if they would treat me well and be as good
as the hospitals in Syria. It was around that time I got
to know the Lord, and he comforted me.

Friday 14 June
Pray for SAT-7’s Persian
channel, SAT-7 PARS. Thank
God for the support it provides
to its viewers throughout the
highs and low of their lives.

“Now I am a mother of two girls. It is challenging. I
would like to dress them in nice clothes and buy them
toys. I feel awful when they ask me, ‘Mum, can you buy
this? Can I have that?’ Sometimes I think, ‘In Syria I
would have been able to afford to give them what they
want.’ But then at the same time I remember, ‘But then
I wouldn’t have known the Lord.’

Saturday 15 June
Thank God for the presence of
godly believers in Iran. Pray
that their faith will be a witness
to those around them.
Sunday 16 June
Today is Father’s Day! Pray for
any fathers or fathers-to-be
you know. Thank God that He
is our true Father and always
looks after us.

PRAY

“When my youngest girl watches SAT-7 and hears
praise songs, she lifts up her hands, praising the Lord
and dreaming of being a singer herself. It brings joy to
my heart to see them in the Lord’s presence.
“I still suffer by not being able to provide for them. My
eldest daughter dreams of becoming a doctor, but she is
not even attending a school now. It is hard to accept the
thought that they might not fulfil their dreams.
“My girls may not have material things, but they have
hope in Jesus. That’s more important for me now.” ■

Tuesday 18 June
Pray for Samira and her
young family, that they will
always find their contentment
and security in Jesus.
Wednesday 19 June
Thank God that SAT-7
children’s programmes
bring such joy to Samira’s
daughters, and many others
like them.
Thursday 20 June
Today is World Refugee Day.
Pray for all those around the
world who have been forced
to live as refugees.
Friday 21 June
There are over 1 million
registered Syrian refugees in
Lebanon. Pray that the conflict
will soon end to allow them to
return home.
Saturday 22 June
90% of the MENA has access
to satellite television – even
in refugee camps. Thank
God that SAT-7 is able to
broadcast God’s love to
refugees.
Sunday 23 June
Pray that God will provide
for Samira and her family, to
allow her daughters to receive
a good education and pursue
their dreams.

